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Turkish Creditors Urged To 
Report Claims Immediately 

















U. S. firms which have not reported details of their commers oem 
claims against Turkey to the Bureau of Foreign Commerce are 
to do so immediately, the Department of Commerce has announced 

All commercial claims against Turkey are being scheduled for 
ment in the Conference on Turkish Debts Ww hich has been underway; 
Paris since the-fall of 1958. 

U. S. claims not already listed have to be reported to the Conf Th 
ence by BFC by April 10 to be eligible for payment under the integra 
rescheduling program. Firms having claims should notify the Ne. Th 


Eastern and African Division, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, Washi ment ¢ 
ton 25, D. C., of the detail of amounts due before April 8, 1959. 


ik Aone 100 firms furnished information on overdue 











last September. These firms have claims approximating $60 mi ited ta 
which will be repaid over 12 years according to the formula announg ats 
in February by the Organization for European Economic Cooperatig: bies a 
under whose auspices the Conference is being held. Turkey is to pay of a le 
percent interest on amounts in arrears. According to present pro garch 
which have not been formalized, small claims will be paid first for a} yarke 
ministrative reasons. Most U. S. claims fall in this category. Europ 
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DEPOSITED BY THE 
STATES OF AMERICA 





integration. 


Magnitude of Economic 
forces Recognized 





Awareness of the magnitude of the 


economic forces which may be released 
by the maturing of the Common Market 
has already had deep repercussions in 
business circles both within the mem- 
ber countries and the outside world. 
Economic cooperation between public 
bodies of the member states, mergers 
of industries operating within the area, 
expansion of existing facilities, new in- 
yesstments by European as well as 
American firms are being reported on 
an increasing scale, and the expected 
economic growth of a mass market of 
over 165 million people is generally 
considered the major. reason for these 
phenomena. 


The fact that the first steps called 
for by the Common Market Treaty were 
translated into reality, was a source of 
satisfaction to its supporters. After the 
signing and prompt ratification of the 
Treaty, the institutions of the Common 
Market began to organize themselves. 
(Foreign Commerce Weekly, Mar. 3, 
1958, p. 26). Furthermore, the first steps 
to eliminate trade barriers in the Com- 
mon Market were put into effect by all 
member states on the target date laid 
down in the Treaty (Jan. 1, 1959), 
although there had been considerable 
doubt about the adherence to the 
Treaty’s timetable. 


The fast development of the Common 
Market reflects the confidence in Euro- 
pean economic integration of the indi- 
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Walter Buchdahl 


European Division 


Bureau of Foreign Commerce 


The year 1958 was a milestone on the road to European economic 


The most striking events in this evolution were the rapid develop- 
ment of the operating machinery of the European Economic Com- 
munity (EEC), and the initial implementations of the Rome Treaties 
(Common Market and Euratom). Another of the year’s outstanding 
events, the formal introduction of external convertibility, was not lim- 
ited to the Common Market but was undoubtedly stimulated by the 

gress of Euratom economic integration. 

On the other hand, discussions between the Common Market coun- 
tries and the Western European countries aiming at the establishment 
of a larger ‘‘Free Trade Area’ were broken off in December, but the 
search for an arrangement which would be acceptable to the Common 
Market countries as well as other members of the Organization for 
European Economic Cooperation (OEEC) continues. Concrete results 
do not appear likely in the near future. 





Government and people, who, despite 
original apprehensions in important sec- 
tors of the economy about the impact 
of the Common Market on traditionally 
protected industries and agriculture, 
nevertheless accepted greater outside 
competition; of the Benelux Gov- 
ernments, which acted during the 
critical period of the Treaty negotia- 
tions and during the first year of the 
operation of the Common Market to 
mitigate protectionist pressures within 
the area; of the Federal Republic of 
Germany, which undertook heavy finan- 
cial obligations in order to help the 
development of the overseas associated 
territories of other member countries; 
and of Italy, which agreed to expose 
its economy to a much greater degree 
of outside competition despite is con- 
siderable and chronic unemployment 
problem. 

Special recognition is also due to the 
individual statesmen who have worked 
ceaselessly to bring the idea of an 
economically integrated Western Europe 
to fruition, both within their individual 
governments and as members of the 
EEC’'s institutions. 

The fact that the door was left open 
to a further search for some form of 
closer economic affiliation between the 
Common Market and other Western 
European countries points to the will- 
ingness of the Common Market coun- 
tries to develop freer trade with all its 
trading partners, while at the same time 
pursuing its aim of increasing produc- 
tion and living standards within the 


vidual member states: Of the French area. 


European Common Market: 
A Progress Report 


Common Market 
Institutions at Work 


The four main institutions of the EEC 
are the Council of Ministers, the Euro- 
pean Commission, the Court of Justice, 
and the European Parliamentary As- 
sembly. These institutions compare 
roughly with the branches of a modern 
democratic government. The executive 
organs of the Common Market are the 
Council and the European Commission. 
The European Assembly resembles a 
national parliament and the Court of 
Justice functions somewhat like the high 
tribunal in an individual country. 


The Council of Ministers is responsi- 
ble for implementing the provisions of 
the Rome Treaty. Its decisions in most 
instances are made only after receiving 
proposals from the European Commis- 
sion. Proposals made by the European 
Commission can only be translated into 
decisions binding on the member gov- 
ernments when approved by the Council. 

The European Commission has been 
organized into eight technical sections 
plus a section for administration. These 
sections, which may be compared with 
an agency of a national government, 
are linked to “Directorates General” to 
implement the policies of the individual 
sections. There are nine Directorates 
General: External Relations; Economic 
and Financial Affairs; Internal Market; 
Competition; Social Affairs; Agriculture; 
Transport; Overseas Countries and Ter- 
ritories; and Administration. 


The Council of Ministers is the forum 
where the interests of the individ- | 
ual member states are discussed and 
brought to the attention of the other 
Community organs. The Council meets 
on the average of once a month. It has 
handed down—in cooperation with the 
European Commission—a number of 
important decisions such as the nomina- 
tion of members of different commit- 
tees; the adoption of provisional rules 
of procedure for its own operations; 
the approval of the conclusions of a 
GATT committee which had considered 
problems arising from the application 
of the EEC Treaty; and the reduction 
of all internal and some external tariffs 
as well as the expansion of existing 
quotas. 


The Parliamentary Assembly, which 
meets in Strasburg, is gradually chang- 
ing from a body representing the six 
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individual member nations of the Com- 
mon Market into a body of political 
factions transcending national. bound- 
aries. Since its second session in May 
and June of 1958;fhembers of the As- 
sembly have taken their seats according 
to political viewpoints rather than to 
nationality. The Assembly has created 
thirteen technical committees which 
have already begun to function and 
which, to some extent, cover topics 
similar to those handled in the Direc- 
torates General of the European Com- 
mission. 

In its debates, the European Assembly 
somewhat resembles a national parlia- 
ment. Although it generally supports 
the positions taken by the executive 
institutions, it does not hesitate, on oc- 
casion, to express dissatisfaction with 
the progress of the work of the execu- 
tive organs. For instance, a number of 
members of the Assembly criticized the 
European Commission for being too slow 
in interpreting the anti-cartel provisions 
of the Treaty. 

At present, the members of the As- 
sembly are selected by the parliaments 
of the six member states. The Rothe 
Treaty stipulates that the Assembly 
draw up proposals for the election of 
its members by direct universal suffrage 
in accordance with a uniform procedure 
in all member states. Consequently, a 
sub-committee has been created to study 
the question of direct elections. Mr. 
Schuman, the president of the Assembly, 
recently acknowledged, however, that a 
rapid solution to this undertaking was 
unlikely, 


Court of Justice 
Established 


The Court of Justice was established 
in October 1958. It replaces the Court 
of Justice of the European Coal and 
Stee] Community and will sit as the 
supreme judicial body for all three 
European Communities—European Eco- 
nomic Community, European Coal and 
Steel Community, and Euratom. Judge 
Donner, a Netherlands national, was 
appointed president of the Court. 


The Court acts upon appeals which 
can be brought by the governments of 
member countries, by any of the insti- 
tutions of the Communities, by private 
firms and associations, and even by 
individual Community officials. About 
100 appeals were entered before the 
Court during its functions as the su- 


preme court for the Coal and Steel 
Community. 


Other Institutions 
In Formation Stage 


Another important institution of the 
Community is the Economic and Social 
Committee, which is a body of experts 
with consultative status. It was ap- 
pointed by the Council in April 1958 and 
consists of 101 members who represent 
producers, farmers, transport operators, 
workers, businessmen, the «professions, 
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and the general public. The Committee 
may be consulted by the European Com- 
mission in any instance deemed appro- 
priate. It is too early to determine 
what kind of influence this Council may 
have on policies formulated by the 
Commission and the Council. Other 
Community institutions are the Mone- 
tary Committee and the Transport Com- 
mittee—both advisory bodies—and the 
European Investment Bank, 


Basic Research 
In Progress 


The European Commission, during 
1958, has made a number of studies 
on a variety of subjects bearing on the 
functioning of the Common Market. 
One of the most important ones is the 
“Report on the Economic Situation of 
the Community,” published in Septem- 
ber 1958. The report touches on produc- 
tivity, balance of payments, prices and 
financial policies in the Common Market 
area, and analyzes the economic situa- 
tion within the individual member coun- 
tries and in the associated oversea ter- 
ritories as of the Fall of 1958. The 
report is, at present, only available in 
typewritten form in the French lan- 
guage. A few loan copies are available 
at the European Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. The 
report will appear in printed form 
sometime later in the Spring (but only 
in French) and will then be obtainable 
from the Information Service of the 
European Communities, 220 Southern 
Building, Washington 5, D. C. 


A great number of other reports and 
economic surveys are under prepara- 
tion. One of the most interesting proj- 
ects is the organization of an industrial 
census for the entire area of the Com- 
mon Market on a uniform basis, with 
returns which will be readily compar- 
able. Another project planned for the 
immediate future is a thorough study 
on Common Market industries “exposed 
to specific difficulties.” When these or 
similarly important reports become 
available, short reviews or resumes will 
be published in Foreign Commerce 
Weekly. 


First Moves Toward 
A Free Flow of Trade 


While the task of gathering and dis- 
seminating information bearing on the 
Common Market policy is a large one, 
it is secondary to the tremendous proj- 
ect of implementing the substantive 
provisions of the Rome Treaty. The 
first steps toward this goal were taken 
in late 1958 and early 1959. 

The Treaty provides that the first 
measures toward the elimination of in- 
ternal] trade restrictions were to go ‘into 
effect on January 1, 1959. On Decem- 
ber 3, 1958, the Council of Ministers, 
acting upon a proposal of the European 
Commission, decreed that member states 
must lower tariffs on all imports from 


es 


each other by 10 percent and at the 
same time consolidate and expand exig,, 
ing import quotas. 


In accordance with this decision, th 
Common Market member states redyjceq 
their tariffs on all imports from ‘gag, 
other by 10 percent on January 1, 1959 
These reductions were applicable to the 
rates in existence on January 1, 1957 
Consequently, the Federal Republic of 
Germany cut import duties on only g 
minor part of its tariff because the Ger. 
man import duties on most industria] 
products had already been unilaterally 
reduced by 25 percent after that date. 
On the other hand, the Benelux coy: 
tries, France, and Italy reduced theijp 
duties on principally all commodities 
by 10 percent when imported from ap. 
other Common Market country. Thus, 
the first move toward the abolition of 
ali internal tariffs was accomplished jp 
accordance with the timetable laid dowy 
in the Rome Treaty. The second step 
in the reduction of internal tariffs ig 
scheduled for June 30, 1960. 


The harmonization and eventual uni 
fication of duty rates applicable to 
imports from outside countries (the 
external tariff) is not scheduled to be. 
gin before January 1, 1962, at which 
time the duties in effect on January 1, 
1957, must be adjusted by 30 percent 
upward or downward toward the level 
of the ultimate common tariff. In cases 
where the common tariff and the 1957 
duties do not differ by more than 15 
percent in either direction, the ultimate 
common rates must be introduced as of 
January 1, 1962. The-Treaty also pro- 
vides that this process may be acceler- 
ated and that member states may take 
corresponding measures before the tar- 
get date of January 1, 1962. 


10-Percent Tariff Extended 
To MFN Countries 


Because of the difficulties encountered 
in the negotiations for a free trade area 
which would link the Common Market 
countries with some or all of the other 
OEEC countries, the Council decided 
to extend the initial 10 percent tariff 
cut to all countries enjoying miost- 
favored-nation treatment. However, 
since an across-the-board tariff reduc- 
tion to outside countries would have 
necessitated raising some of these duties 
again when the ultimate common tariff 
becomes effective, reductions were madé 
only on such products where the 10 
percent reduction would not result in 
a rate lower than the ultimate common 
tariff rate. Duties on liberalized agri- 
cultural products and commodities fall- 
ing under the provisions of the European 
Coal and Steel Community were not 
reduced to outside countries. 


The. implementation of the duty. re 
ductions to outside countries differs 
from one EEC member to another. The 
Benelux Union, whose duty rates are 
generally lower than those of the other 
members of the Common Market, re 
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them to non-member countries 
on only about 140 tariff items. Germany 
had previously lowered most of its duties 
to all countries and thus had to reduce 
its import duties to outside countries 
gn only a very few products. France 
and Italy, on the other hand, reduced 
their duties on most products to all 
countries enjoying most-favored-nation 
treatment. Only partial information on 
the extent of the French and Italian 
reductions applicable to outside coun- 
tries is, at this writing, available. Ex- 

in the latter two countries, how- 
ever, are completing a compilation of 
all commodities sybject to duty reduc- 
tion when imported from nonmember 
countries, 


The 10-percent reduction to outside 
countries is not only a good-will gesture 
toward countries outside the Common 
Market, and especially to the other 
OEEC countries; it also represents a 
speedup of the process leading to the 
common external tariff, since the first 
adjustments were not required before 
January 1, 1962. The reductions are 
temporary; consequently, it is not known 
whether they will remain in force until 
that date. On the other hand, it would 
seem that the reimposition of the origi- 
nal duties on imports from _ outside 
countries would be pointless, since the 
restored duties would only have to come 
down again by January 1, 1962. 

The tariff cut of 10 percent also ap- 
plies to imports of commodities from 
the associated oversea territories of 
the Common Market members. These 
territories are also to apply a 10-percent 
reduction in import duties vis-a-vis the 
Common Market area. It is not yet 
known whether the oversea territories 
have taken this action, which would 
give Common Market products a 10- 
percent tariff preference over similar 
products Coming from other areas. 


Trade Quotas 
Are Expanded 


In accordance with the provisions of 
the Rome Treaty, the Council further 
decided that each country’s quotas ap- 
plicable to its trade with other EEC 
countries must be combined (‘“global- 
ized”) at a level 20 percent higher than 
the previous total. It was further de- 
cided that the quota for each individual 
commodity had to be increased by at 
least 10 percent. In accordance with 
these decisions, the quotas still existing 
in the internal trade of the EEC coun- 
tries were combined and raised. When 
a quota on a specific commodity was 
taised by only 10 percent, quotas on 
some other products may have been 
raised by a higher percentage in order 
to arrive at the required 20 percent 
erall quota increase. For certain 
Products, the increase may also have 
been larger than 10 percent because 
the Treaty requires that quotas on in- 
dividual commodities must be equal to 
$percent of national production. While 
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no information is as yet available as 
to the products affected by the 3-per- 
cent rule, there will undoubtedly be 
cases where even a 20-percent increase 
on a specific commodity will not be 
sufficient to equal a quota of 3 percent 
of national production. 

The quota expansion is of great im- 
portance to France, but of less impor- 
tance to Italy. It will affect Germany 
and the Benelux countries only to a 
minor degree, since they have already 
liberalized imports to a very large 
extent. 

The detailed methods of computing 
existing quotas and carrying out the 
required expansion have been discussed 
at great length within the Common 
Market institutions. The individual gov- 
ernments are to determine in which 
manner they are going to implement 
the Council decision. The European 
Commission has interpreted the Treaty 
provisions as liberally as possible and 
has received substantial support from 
the; Benelux countries, 

The quota expansions, as contrasted 
to the tariff cuts; were not extended 
to all most-favored-nation countries; 
however, the other members of the 
OEEC were offered some expansion on 
a reciprocal basis. While this step was 
taken to demonstrate the general will- 
ingness of the Common Market to ex- 
pand trade, it was intended mainly to 
leave the door open for further discus- 
sions of an economic arrangement be- 
tween the Common Market countries 
and other OEEC countries. 


Compilation of New 
Tariff Progresses 


Of equal importance with the gradual 
abolition of internal tariffs and import 
restrictions has been the work done on 
the compilation of the common external 
tariff. The main problem here was to 
reduce some 20,000 individual tariff 
positions (the total of the four individ- 
ual tariffs) to a level which would make 
the common tariff manageable both for 
business-and customs authorities. 

A condensation of the individual 
tariffs into an overall tariff, built on 
the “Brussels nomenclature” and con- 
taining 6,000-7,000 positions, is well on 
its way to completion. Many of the 
chapters of this tariff are finished and 
have been submitted to the member 
governments for comments. Further- 
more, the European Commission is pre- 
paring for negotiations among the 
member states of tariff rates for the 
items in List G of the Treaty, which 
are to be set by negotiation rather than 
the averaging procedure prescribed for 
most commodities. 


Repercussions of 
The Common Market 


Although the EEC Treaty has been 
in effect for only slightly over a year 
and the first steps to implement it 
were taken by the member states only 
a few months ago, there have been 


strong reactions to the program in many 
quarters. Generally speaking, industries 
in the Common Market area have taken 
a very positive attitude and are expect- 
ing an increased volume of business as 
the Common Market goes into gear. The 
agricultural interests in the member 
countries, however, are apprehensive of 
the effects of increased competition and 
demands for continued protection are 
frequently voiced by this sector. 


The High Authority of the Coal and 
Steel Community has collected press 
information concerning the reactions in 
the individual member countries, as well 
as those of various industries to the 
Common Market. The survey notes that 
in Germany industrial reaction is gen- 
erally favorable, but that small- and 
medium-sized industries recognize the 
need for “greater rationalization and 
specialization.” The attitude of French 
industry is somewhat mixed. Many 
French industries envisage great bene- 
fits from the Common Market, but they 
warn that the French tax system must 
become more consistent. Some of the 
French industrialists believe that French 
processing industries are exposed to 
excessive taxation and will have great 
difficulties in competing with similar 
industries in other Common Market 
countries. Industrial reaction in the 
Benelux countries and in Italy is gen- 
erally favorable, although some Belgians 
have complained about the dangers of 
higher production costs, particularly of 
the eventual price increases of raw ma- 
terials when external duty rates are 
raised. ” 


Concrete plans have been made by 
several public bodies within the Com- 
mon Market to be ready for the ex- 
pected economic expansion. For in- 
stance, a canal connecting the Maas 
and the Rhine Rivers is under discussion 
between Belgian, German, and Nether- 
lands officials. Rotterdam is planning 
for a further considerable expansion of 
its port facilities, which could elevate 
it from second to first place among the 
world’s ports. The distribution of elec- 
tricity within the Common Market was 
promoted when a new and modern sub- 
station was opened in the Netherlands 
linking Belgian, Netherlands, and Ger- 
man high-tension networks. An oil pipe- 
line is projected between Marseille and 
Rotterdam, and construction has started 
on another pipeline for crude oil from 
Rotterdam to the German Rhineland. 


Firms in Area 
Speed Up Cooperation 

Confidence in the ultimate success of 
the Common Market has engendered an 
almost feverish pace of activity in many 
European private industries. They are 
aware of the fact that the European 
economy is “Americanizing” itself, that 
the European consumer, like the Ameri- 
can, now tends to consider an improve- 
ment in his. standard of -living, year 
after year, an essential aspect of his 














living pattern, and that he measures 
this improvement by his ability to buy 
new types of goods. 

In view of this change in consumer 
habits and eventual free access to a 
continental market of more than 165 
million people, European industries are 
beginning to consolidate in order to 
achieve greater industrial efficiency, 
sometimes by merger or by purchasing 
smaller companies, sometimes by nego- 
tiating agreements with firms in other 
member states, despite the fact that 
the benefits and advantages of the Com- 
mon Market will not be immediately 
forthcoming. 

A number of instances were reported 
where industries in an individual EEC 
country have merged, expanded, or 
streamlined operations in 1958, appar- 
ently with an eye to the greater sales 
potential and increased competition of 
the Common Market. More obviously 
motivated by the effects of the Common 
Market were activities on the part of 
specific industries in 1958 which resulted 
in agreements and mergers among com- 
panies across national boundaries within 
the Common Market. Only a few ex- 
amples can be mentioned in the space 


available. The French press has re- 
ported an agreement between the 
German firm “Auto-Union” and _ the 


French firm Manurbin, according to 
which the German firm will cease the 
manufacture of its scooters in favor of 
the French firm and will concentrate 
on other products. The French firm, on 
the other hand, will act as marketing 
agent for these other products: Fur- 
thermore, the two firms agreed on in- 
terchange of technical information and 
assistance. 

Similar exchange arrangements were 
reported between various German and 
French firms producing wire, pumps, 
and electric motors. A French firm 
will cooperate with the Italian firm 
Olivetti in the manufacture and dis- 
tribution of typewriters. The mammoth 
French firm of Schneider-Creuzot, which 
produces, among other things, industrial 
machinery and electrical equipment, has 
entered into a working agreement with 
some large German manufacturers of 
electrical equipment. An agreement was 
concluded between the German airline 
Lufthansa and Air France for reciprocal 
representation in localities where one 
or the other has no agency. 

The few examples given illustrate the 
fact that among the more important 
and lasting effects of the Rome Treaty 
are the mergers and marketing agree- 
ments through which industries of the 
six countries plan to exploit the new 
market. It is evident that such steps 
will soon have far-reaching effects on 
the structure and competitive position 
of European industry. 


Outside Firms Plan 
For Common Market 


Industries of countries outside of the 
Common Market are keenly aware of 
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the advantages of a mass market, but 
are sometimes apprehensive that the 
reorganizations and relocations of Com- 
mon Market industries, together wéth 
gradually increasing tariff preferences, 
may make their own exports less com- 
petitive. Consequently, some non-Com- 
mon Market companies are planning to 
expand or relocate already existing fa- 
cilities or to establish new facilities 
within the area. For instance, a Danish 
pharmaceutical concern established a 
plant in the Netherlands “to better 
serve the Common Market.” A Canadian 
firm for the manufacture of kitchen 
equipment has established a subsidiary 
in the Netherlands for the production 
of stainless steel sinks and drain boards, 
“chiefly for marketing in EEC coun- 
tries.” British interests have joined 
with German and other interests to 
manufacture a_ specific type of fiber 
product to serve the Common Market. 
Swiss clock manufacturers have con- 
cluded a number of agreements with 
German and French firms for the pro- 
duction of clocks within the EEC area. 


U.%. Industry 
Shows Interest 


U. S. industry is also showing con- 
siderable interest in Common Market 
developments. Firms engaging in ex- 
ports to the area, as well as those with 
subsidiaries in the Common Market are 
assessing their competitive position. 
Some firms are planning to shift from 
exporting to the area to production 
within it; others are modifying or con- 
solidating their facilities already located 
there. Apart from firms with wide Euro- 
pean experience, many U. S. companies 
to whom Western Europe has previously 
been only of marginal interest are now 
thinking in terms of subsidiaries within 
the area or of licensing arrangements 
with existing Common Market firms. 

Some Netherlands statistics show the 
trend of recent U. S. investments in the 
Netherlands. The average annual num- 
ber of U. S. firms establishing new 
branches in the Netherlands was seven 
in the 1955-1957 period. However, 23 
new U. S. firms established themselves 


ee, 


in that country im 1958 after the Com, 
mon Market had come into exist 
According to a large Netherlands 

47 foreign firms established in the 
Netherlands in that year, compared With 
a maximum annual figure of 2 for th 
preceding 4 years. Similar figures ay 
not yet available for any of the othe 
Common Market countries. Although 
Holland, for many years, has made par. 
ticular efforts to attract U. S. invest. 
ment, it may be assumed that a similar 
situation prevails in most other Common 


Market countries and that the influx} 


of U. S. investment there also has been 
considerable. ; 


Following are a few examples of 
publicized actions by U. S. industry jp. 
dicating the type of planning to partici. 
pate in the Common Market which jg 
being undertaken on, a wide scale: 
Agreements were concluded between 
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several French companies and Westing. 
house International in the field of ny. 
clear energy. Underwood Corp. estab. 
lished the firm of Underwood Italiana 


for producing office machines. Excello 
Corp. acquired the German fim 
“Goppingen” to manufacture machine 


tools. Other recent actions taken by 
U. S. firms include the acquisition of 
a calculating machine company in Ger. 
many by Smith-Corona Marchant, a 
licensing agreement between General 
Motors and a Belgian firm for the pro- 
duction of diesel engines, the establish- 
ment of a plant for production of orlon 
fiber by du Pont in the Netherlands 
and another plant for the production of 
paints in Belgium, the acquisition of an 
interest in the Simca works in France 
by the Chrysler Corp., the acquisition 
by Container Corp. of America of a 
majority interest in a German paper 
manufacturing company, and the estab- 
lishment of a cardboard firm by the 
same U. S. company in another German 
location. 


In all, recent developments indicate 
investment in the Common Market is 
accelerating and that U. S. companies 
account for a considerable share of this 
new investment. 
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Principal 
Manufacturing 
Industries in 
Venezuela 


Report No. 58-70 
in Part 1 of the 
World Trade 
Information Service 
10 cents 


Supplements BFC's handbook 
INVESTMENT IN VENEZUELA 
available at $1.25 


Both publications may be purchased from any Department of Commerce Field 
Office, or from the Superintendent of Documents, U. S. Government Printing 


Office, Washington 25, D. C 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 





— 


Italian Economy Grows More Slowly 


slower rate than in 1957. 


Italy’s economic activity expanded in 1958 but at an appreciably 


Gross national product was up 3.5-4 percent over the 15,625-billion 
lire ($25-billion) increase in 1957. Industrial production on the whole 
was estimated to have risen 2.1 percent, as against 7 percent. Bumper 
crops partly offset the decline in the industrial rate of growth. 

Imports decreased sharply, and exports were nearly stationary. 
International payments surplus was substantial, gold and dollar reserves 
showing the greatest increase in Italy’s history. The reserves, mainly 
dollar holdings, increased by $835 million and at the year’s end amounted 


to $2.2 billion. Terms of trade were very favorable for the country. 


GNP Falls Short of 


Development Program 








Although bumper crops partly offset 
the decline in the industrial rate of 
| growth, the year not only fell short of 
the 5-percent increase of GNP called 
for by the 10-year economic develop- 
ment program for 1955-64, but savings 
and domestic private investment did not 
meet planned rates to the increase of 
GNP. Progress toward closing the gap 
in average income between North and 
South continyed slow in 1958. 

Industrial production on the whole 
appeared on the road to slow recovery, 
according to the general index, adjusted 
for seasonal variations, which from a 
low of 135.9 for May 1958 (1953=100) 
gradually rose to 145.5 in November. 
At the end of January 1959, the gradual 





overall recovery seemed to be contin- 
uing. 

Trends varied considerably sectorwise. 
On the basis of 11 months’ data, per- 
centages of increase or decrease (+ or 
- in parentheses) were as follows, com- 
pared with the 1957 period. Petroleum 
and coal derivatives (+ 13.1), chemicals 
(+7.2), hides, leather, and tootwear 
(+6.9), building materials (+5.1), arti- 
ficial fibers (+7.0), mechanical engi- 
neering and vehicles (+4, led by auto- 
mobiles with 403,548 produced, of which 
369,009 were passenger cars), metal- 
lurgy (—6.5, of which steel was down 
15 and pig iron 0.6), textiles (—4.3), 
and rubber (—1.5). 

The gradual overall recovery, started 
in the last quarter of the year, seemed 
to be continuing, still characterized by 
spottiness through January 1959, with 
the important mechanical engineering 
sector enjoying increased domestic or- 
ders and production expanding in office 
machines, ball bearings, machine tools, 
airplanes and helicopters, rolling stock, 
textiles (except hemp) with seasonal 
orders for woolen fabrics high and pros- 
ects good in the fashion sector. 

Progress toward closing the gap in 
wWerage income between North and 
South continued slow in 1958. 
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Crops Yield 10 Percent 


More in Volume 


The main supports of economic growth 
were the bumper crops of 1958. Agri- 
culture, which accounts for 20-25 per- 
cent of GNP, yielded 10 percent more 
in volume and 6 percent more in value 
than in 1957, compared with an increase 
of 1.5 percent in value in 1957 over 1956 
(GNP was up 68 percent), and a de- 
crease of 2.9 percent in 1956 over the 
alltime record value of agricultural out- 
put in 1955, a year when GNP was up 
7.3 percent. 

The year 1958, which pointed up the 
shifting trends in Italian agriculture— 
the large postwar increase in horticul- 
tural crops, the improvement in grain 
varieties, increased irrigation and more 
tractors on farms—illustrated also the 
problems that advances can bring. Al- 
though the year was good for crops, it 
was not such a good year for farmers, 
many of whom lost money. Italy, with 
its largest apple crop in history, found 
its chief export market closed; West 
Germany also had a bumper crop. More- 
over, the large supply of apples drove 
citrus fruit prices down in a year when 
that crop was large and exports difficult. 
Soft wheat, which was in surplus, was 
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Foreign Service Officer 


Visits New York 


Mr. Marshall M. Smith, former 
Deputy Assistant Secretary for In- 
ternational Affairs in the. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, is being assigned 
as Commercial Attache in Brussels, 
Belgium, 

He will be available for trade 
conferences in New York May 12- 
14. Businessmen desiring to discuss 
problems relating to trade with 
Japan may arrange for conferences 
with Mr. Smith through the Depart- 
ment of Commerce Field Office in 
New York. 
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a far greater problem, Domestic prices, 
out of lineswith international ones, ren- 
dered export very difficult. 


Two-Way Trade 
Shows Decline 


Two-way trade was down in 1958, 
with total imports at 2,000 billion lire 
ec. i. f. ($3.2 billion) decreased by 14 per- 
tent and exports at 1,500 billion lire 
f. o. b. ($2.4 billion) down only 0.5 per- 
cent. The 500-billion-lire ($0.8-billion) 
trade deficit was 25 percent less than 
in 1957. 


Geographically, except for exports to 
the United States, Italian exports tend- 
ed to decrease to industrialized markets 
and ‘increase to nonindustrialized ones. 
Exports to the Middle East increased 
5.1 percent, their incidence on the total 
rising from 7 to 8.2 percent, and exports 
to Latin America went up 10.7 percent, 
their impact on the total increasing 
from 10 to 11.1 percent. By bigger sales 
to the less industrialized countries, Italy 
offset decreased exports to the indus- 
trialized countries of Western Europe. 
Exports to the Organization for Euro- 
pean Economic Cooperation countries, 
except the United Kingdom and West 
Germany, fell by 5.5.percent, and im- 
ports from them about 7.6 percent. Ex- 
ports to the other five Common Market 
countries were down 4.6 percent and im- 
ports from them down 12.9 percent. 

Imports decreased significantly from 
France—less wool, ferrous scrap, and 
ships—and from Western Germany— 
less wheat, coal, cotton, fats and oils, 
rolled steel, and especially less machin- 
ery. Exports to the sterling area were 
up 8.5 percent, imports therefrom down 
11.9 percent, and the Italian trade def- 
icit amounted to only 0.2 billion lire 
($320,000). According to Italian c.i.f. 
figures, which differ considerably from 
U.S. Bureau of the Census figures, part 
of the discrepancy being due to U. S. 
f.o.b. basis, imports from the United 
States, valued at $514 million, were 
down 25 percent, while Italian exports 
to the United States, at $245 million 
f.o.b. increased 7 percent. 


Favorable Terms Cause 


Good Trade Balance 


The good year on trade balance was 
due mainly to favorable terms of trade, 
but in a certain measure to deeply cut 
spot ocean freight rates on such com- 
modities as U. S. coal, for which the 
spot cargo rate a ton decreased from 
about $15.50 in 1957 to $3.75—$3.80 in 
1958. There was also a reduction in the 
volume of certain imports in Italy, e.g., 
coal, cotton, wool, and especially ma- 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Improved Copper Prices Expected 
To Boost Economy of Federation 


The improved price position of copper in the fourth quarter of 1958 
gave rise to expectations of an upward trend in economic activity in the 
Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland in 1959. 

Production and exports of minerals, other than copper, were down 
but were expected to pick up this year; plans to reopen the Bancroft 


mine were announced. 


The balance of payments showed a deficit, but foreign exchange 
reserves improved. Agricultural prospects were good. 


Mineral Exports Down 


With the exception of copper, due to 
the rise in copper prices, the mining in- 
dustry continued to be generally de- 
pressed in 1958. The total value of 
mineral exports for the period January- 
September 1958 as compared with the 
comparable figure for 1957, was down 
by about 15 percent. This is particularly 
significant, since 1957 was not an es- 
specially good year and mineral exports 
make up about 70 percent of the total 
Federation export. by value. 

The continued strength and relative 
stability of the copper price in the 
last quarter of 1958 was probably the 
most significant development in the 
economy during this period. The price 
rose to a high of £260 on November 6, 
the highest since January 1957, but an 
upward trend in prices had been evident 
as early as June 1958. 


The most significant development on 
the Copperbelt was the announcement 
by the Anglo-American group that the 
Bancroft mine was expected to reopen 
on April 1. Bancroft was closed in 
March 1958, after serious flooding in 
the mine, thereby enabling Anglo-Amer- 
ican to implement the 10-percent prod- 
uction cut agreed to by the major copper 
producers. The water table reportedly 
was lowered, the ore body exposed over 
a wide area, and additional reserves 
proved by surface drilling. With the 
improvement in the mine, its copper 
output is expected to increase from 
40,000 long tons to about 50,000 long 
tons a year. 

Copper has been a relatively small 
source of mining*income in Southern 
Rhodesia, but is expected to earn over 
£1 million in 1958 for the first time. 


Industries Depressed 

The Federation’s chrome industry in 
Southern Rhodesia was still generally 
depressed in 1958, Several of the low- 
grade producers stopped production, 
and high-grade producers reportedly 
had difficulty in disposing of their ore. 
Chrome exports in January-October 
were valued at £2,620,000, as compared 
with £5,235,000 in the like period in 
1957, a fall of about 50 percent. 

The fortunes of the Federation’s 
chrome industry are tied closely to that 
of the steel industry in the United 





States, with about 80 percent of the 
Federation’s chrome exports going to 
America. The revival of the chrome 
industry is, therefore, dependent to a 
large extent on increased demand prin- 
cipally in America. Effects of the Amer- 
ican economic upswing were expected 
to be felt by the Federation’s chrome 
industry in about 6 months. 

The Rhodesian Iron & Steel Co. 
(RISCO) reportedly will grant an ex- 
port rebate of £2 a ton to manufac- 
turers in the Federation who use 
RISCO steel and export the finished 
product. The rebate payable on proof 
of export represents a saving of 5 per- 
cent on price of steel to the manufac- 
turers. Agricultural implements now 
are being sold to neighboring territories 
and it is hoped that the move will stim- 
ulate exports of other steel products. 

The company has bought a mechan- 
ical mill and equipment from a Scot- 
tish firm for erection at the Redcliffe 
Works. The cost is said to be about 
£700,000 and the mill is expected to be 
in op2ration during 1961. This is part 
of the RESCO plan for big production 
increases under the £8-million develop- 
ment program announced some time 
ago, 

The new mill reportedly will be cap- 
able of producing about 20,000 tons of 
sheet and light plate work, valued at 
more than £1 million a year. This pre- 
sumably would cover more than half 
the present requirements of the Fed- 
eration, 


Balance of Trade Adverse 


The Federation had an adverse bal- 
ance of trade for the first 9 months of 
1958 which was nearly 3 times that for 





investment in 


PAKISTAN 
$1 


From U. S. Departnfent of Com- 
merce Field Offices, or from the 
Superintendent of Documents, 
U. S. Government Printing Office, 
Washington 25, D. C. 
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the like -period in 1957. For the firs, 
time since 1954, however, the aggre. 
gate value of merchandise imports 
showed a drop, The Federation, ove 
the period January September, was lef 
with a visible adverse balance of trade 
including gold, of £7,134,000 (£2.99~ 
US$1). In the first 9 months of 1957 jt 
was £2,615,000. Import figures for Jap. 
uary-September 1958 were £122,689,009, 


period in 1957, but due to the fall jp 
world prices of base metals and mip. 
erals, particularly copper, export figures 
fell from £122,933,000 in the first three 
quarters of 1957 to £110,508,000 for the 
like period of 1958, 


The adverse trade balance would haye 
been considerably worse had the trend 
of the January-April period continued, 
but substantial improvement in May. 
August contributed to a better overall 
position. This improvement in the 
visible trade account, however, was off. 
set to some extent by the adverse effect 
of the Copperbelt strike. 


Foreign exchange reserves, a fairly 
accurate barometer of the _ external 
economic position, showed a big im. 
provement in the third quarter—they 
reached a low point in March but then 
began a steady rise and by the end of 
September were £14 million above the 
level at which they started the year. 
‘he position weakened again however, 
in the fourth quarter—the last quarter 
traditionally has a substantial adverse 
effect owing to invisible exports. The 
year ended with the reserves at £101 
million, virtually the same figure as at 
the end of 1957. This would indicate 
substantial investments over the year 
offsetting the trade deficit. 


The Federation probably will adopt 
a cautious economic policy during the 
present difficult period, but hope for 
relative prosperity in the long term, 
based on the Federation's mineral 
assets, remains high. Capital 


maintained at a relatively high rate. 


The net result of the favorable fac- 
tors, principally the recovery in the 
price of copper, was shown by a fur- 
ther relaxation in December of the in- 
stallment buying regulations imposed 
as part of the “credit squeeze” in Jan- 
uary 1958. Deposits were lowered from 
90 percent to 25 percent for industrial 
mining plant and machinery, for heavy 
trucks, panel trucks, passenger vehicles 
designed to seat more than 8 persons, 
and for earthmoving machinery. The 
period of payment was also lengthened 
for earthmoving machinery, 

Prospects were favorable for a corn 
crop considerably in excess of domestic 
requirements, and for a tobacco crop 
of record proportions. Pastures and 
livestock were in good condition, and 
water supplies in farm dams and res- 
ervcirs were generally more than ade- 
quate.—U, S. Consulate General, Salis- 
bury. 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 


“BRD Holds Conference Cuban Business Spotty but Good 
Sugar Crop Appears Probable 


Sugar-mill operations continued at an accelerated pace in February 
and it was generally hoped that Cuba would meet its 1959 production 


Qn Indian Development 


A meeting was held at the Interna- 
tional Bank for Reconstruction and De- 
velpoment in Washington, D. C., on 
March 16 and 17, following the invita- 
tion and under the Chairmanship of the 

ident of the World Bank, to review 
the Indian foreign exchange situation 
and developments in the Indian econ- 
omy since the first meeting in August 
1958. 

The Governments of Canada, Germany, 
Japan, United Kingdom, and the United 
States were represented; the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund sent observers. 
The participants considered an eco- 
nomic report prepared by the staff of 
the World Bank on the basis of infor- 
mation supplied by the Government of 
India, and the International Monetary 
Fund's report of its consultation with 
India in December 1958. They also had 
pefore them the comments made on the 
Bank’s report by Mr. B. K. Nehru, Com- 
missioner General for Economic Affairs 


on behalf of the Indian Government, : 


and the conclusions adopted by the 
Executive Board of the IMF with re- 


' spect to the 1958 consultations. 


It was understood by the meeting 
that the Government of India would 
continue to pursue the economic and 
fnancial policies which had been dis- 
cussed at the August meeting. 

The meeting took note of the im- 
provement in the Indian situation since 
August, and in particular the foreign 


exchange position. It would appear from 


the statements and assurances which 
have been made at the meeting that 
during the coming year India can rea- 
snably expect to maintain the momen- 
tum of its development program and 
meet essential maintenance needs of. the 
eonomy, without throwing undue stress 


upon its external reserves. 


Tunisian Trode for 1958 
Shows Small Deficit 


that Tunisia would 
tow a favorable trade balance for 
58 were not realized as the year 
tossed with imports valued at 64,938,000 
mars ($154,617,000) and exports at 
463,000 dinars ($153,486,000), or a 
@ficit of 475,000 dinars ($1,131,000). 
Statistics for the first 9 months, with 
imports standing at 44,251,140 dinars 
($05,362,000) and exports at 47,504,527 
dinars ($113,108,000), gave grounds at 
the end of September that Tunisia 
Would enjoy a favorable trade balance 
for 1958, for the first time since 1942. 
The trade deficit in 1957 was 9,164,- 
15,000 Tunisian francs, equivalent to 
464,575 dinars (approximately $26.8 
tillion), the new currency unit intro- 
tieed in November 1958.—U, S, Embas- 
¥, Tunis, 


Earlier hopes 
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goal of 5 million Spanish long tons, 


General business conditions, on the other hand, were not very en- 


couraging. 


Foreign exchange reserves dropped sharply. Efforts on the part of 
the Cuban Government to revive tourism produced few tangible results. 
Construction activity continued at a very reduced level. 


Sugar Mills Start Operations 


At the end of February, 154 of Cuba’s 
161 sugar mills were in operation and 5 
more were expected to begin operations 
within a few days. Cuba had produced 
approximately 1.3 million Spanish long 
tons of sugar at the month’s end as 
compared with 2 million on the like 
date in 1958 and 1.7 million Spanish 
long tons in 1957. The consensus in local 
sugar circles was that, provided good 
weather conditions prevail during the 
next few months, Cuba should meet its 
1959 production goal of 5,800,000 Span- 
ish long tons. 


Foreign Exchange Reserves Down 


The government released data show- 
ing the serious condition of the coun- 
try’s international monetary reserves, 
the large volume of public debt, and the 
large current budget deficit. Foreign 
exchange reserves, reported at $426 
million in November 1958, were shown 
at $372.5 million on December 31, 1958. 
Of this amount $262.5 million had been 
pledged with VU, S. banks, leaving net 
free reserves of only $110 million, or 
$60 million below the legal minimum 
required by Cuban law. Public debt as 
of December 31, was approximately 
$1,300 million, A revised current budget 
deficit figure for the last 6 months of 
1958 was given as $90 million. 


The announcement of the seriously 
depleted foreign exchange balance was 
immediately followed by a regulation 
placing Government import licensing re- 
quirements on nearly 200 luxury and 
semiluxury items (Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, Mar. 2, 1959, p. 4). This licens- 
ing system was instituted to provide 
control machinery in the event it should 


prove necessary to restrict imports. Ad- 


ministrative delays occurred in securing 
license approvals, but as the month 
ended the National Bank was processing 
applications with reasonable prompt- 
ness, and it had not proved necessary 
to deny applications in any of the var- 
ious categories of products under con- 
trol. The net free reserve position 
showed an improvement of approxi- 
mately $8 million between December 31 
and the end of February. 

The country’s weak foreign reserve 


position raised fears of peso devaluation 
which the Government sought to 





counteract by repeated assurances dur- 
ing the month that the peso was sound 
and would not be devaluated. 


The large public debt, much of it in 
the form of bonds issued through auto- 
nomous credit agencies, raised the 
questions of bond repudiation. The Pres- 
ident of the National Bank stated that 
repudiation would not occur because 
approximately one-half of these bonds 
are held by the Government itself in 
various Government agencies. 


Extensive fiscal reform was still in 
the planning stage. Tax reform and 
budget policy were being studied, and 
consideration of tariff revision was 
planned for later in the year. 


Construction Activity Slows 


Construction activity continued at a 
very reduced level. Construction busi- 
ness was about 50 percent of normal 
sales levels for February. By the end 
of the month, however, there were in- 
dications of an improvement in the near 
future. New funds had been appro- 
priated for public works projects, and 
the newly created Savings and Housing 
Institute, formerly the National Lot- 
tery, announced that plans were being 
drawn up for a $100 million low-cost 
housing program, 


Import restrictions placed on certain 
categories of merchandise had no per- 
ceptible effect on the tonnage of in- 
bound cargo arriving in Havana. Ship- 
ments of commodities other than basic 
foodstuffs, dropped toward the month’s 
end by as much as 50 percent. Although 
in some instances only temporary re- 
pairs had been completed, normal rail 
and highway transport was resumed in 
most parts of the island, and adequate 
facilities for the movement of the sugar 
crop seemed to be assured. 


Tourism Promoted 


The local tourist industry cooperated 
with the Cuban Tourist Commission in 
offering low-cost tours during the cele- 
bration of the Cuban holiday “Grito de 
Baire,” on February 23, 24, and 25, An 
estimated 5,000 visitors came from 
southern Florida for this occasion. 
Otherwise, efforts to restore the former 
level of tourist travel produced few 


(Continued on page $7) 








ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 








Economic Expansion Rate Slows 
Down in Union of South Africa 


At the close of 1958 it was apparent that, although the South 
African economy had shown steady progress in the year, no marked 
domestic expansion had occurred or was likely to develop in 1959. 

Gold and foreign exchange reserves rose. The foreign trade deficit 
increased as exports dropped and imports continued to gain. 

Gold and uranium production set new record levels, and measures 
to increase private capital investment were being advocated. Overall 
conditions in agriculture, mining, industry, and trade were good gen- 


erally despite some weak spots. 


Exchange Reserves Improve 


Government economic authorities 
were reluctant to prophesy any marked 
economic improvement for 1959. Much 
depends on international economic de- 
velopments over which they have little 
control, but they are confident that the 
basic soundness and strength of the 
economy will enable it to take advan- 
tage of any breaks. 


The Union's gold and foreign exchange 
reserves position showed definite im- 
provement in the fourth quarter pri- 
marily owing to an inflow of both short- 
and long-term capital and to a lesser 
extent to a drop in imports. The credit 
controls instituted in May 1958 were 
given partial credit for the import de- 
cline. Economists believe that, despite 
the slowdown in the rate of economic 
growth, the economy is better balanced 
now that it has been for some time. 
They cite the facts that much of the 
Union’s short-term foreign borrowings 
of a year ago have been paid off and 
that the lines of credit are open again. 
Also they point out that the South Afri- 
can Railways and the Electricity Supply 
Commission (ESCOM) have expanded 
and are better prepared to provide serv- 
ices, and the road system is much 
improved. All of this has been accom- 
plished without the economy having 
suffered seriously. If the economy now 
begins to move, as most people expect, 
the expansion can be managed with 
fewer bottlenecks to hinder it than in 
years past. 


Trade Deficit Larger 


Preliminary data on South Africa’s 
foreign trade for the year showed that 
the Union ended 1958 with a larger 
trade deficit than in 1957, caused largely 
by a sharp reduction in the value of ex- 
ports while imports continued to gain. 
On the other hand, trade trends in the 
second half of the year were much im- 
proved over the first half as the Union's 
tight money policies tended to reduce 
the level of imports, particularly of non- 
essentials. 

Merchandise exports in 1958, exclud- 
ing gold, equaled £384.5 million as com- 
pared with £451.7 million in 1957, regis- 
tering a drop of £67.2 million (1 South 


10 





African pound=US$2.80). Merchandise 
imports on the other hand equaled 
£555.9 million in 1958, compared with 
£549.8 million in 1957 for an increase of 
£6.1 million. The 1958 visible trade defi- 
cit, excluding gold, equaled £171.4 mil- 
lion, as compared with a deficit in 1957 
of £98.1 million. 

As far as the drop in exports is con- 
cerned, almost all export items dropped 
to some extent over 1957 but wool was 
the biggest loser, having fallen from 
£67.1 million in 1957 to £42.5 million in 
1958, a drop of £246 million. Other 
items that showed above average de- 
creases were maize, fruits, lead-ore con- 
centrates, diamonds, bunker coal, and 
ships stores. 


Export increases in 1958 over 1957 
were recorded by prescribed materials, 
sugar, fish, and a few other minor items. 
Prescribed materials (uranium), at £53.2 
million, rose by £3.2 million over 1957, 
and constituted the biggest single ex- 
port item in the 1958 list. The import 
growth in 1958 was due largely to in- 
creased imports of Government stores. 
A number of merchandise imports de- 
clined in 1958 as compared with 1957. 


Payments Position Stronger 


Notwithstanding the larger overall 
trade deficit in 1958 over 1957, the 
Union’s balance-of-payments position 
was believed stronger at the close of 
the year than had been expected, since 
gold production hit record highs in the 
last quarter and it was evident that a 
sizable net capital inflow occurred in 
the period. As a result, reserves of gold 


, and foreign exchange rose by £7 million 


in the third quarter of 1958 and between 
October and December increased by 
another £23 million. Gold and uranium 
mining, South African Railways and 
ESCOM power expansion programs, 
general Government expenditures, the 
road program, the expanding steel in- 
dustry, and reasonably satisfactory sec- 
ondary industry production, managed to 
supply enough drive to the economy to 
balance off fairly well the deterrent 
effects. These deterrents were: A drop 
in world export prices for a number of 
South Africa’s basic products, chiefly 
wool; the Union's tight credit controls; 


——, 


and a drop in the rate of investment j 
the private sector. The Governor of the 
Reserve Bank, in announcing a redy. 
tion in the bank rate from 4% Percen, 
to 4 percent early in January 1959, gaig 
“In arriving at this decision the Bank 
has been influenced by several cireyp, 
stances. In the first place, the available 
data indicate not .only the existence g 
an appreciable slackness in several 
our primary and secondary industries 
but also the continued slowing down jy 
the tempo of general economic activity 
in the Union.” He attributed the slow. 
down to the deterrent factors mention 
above. 


Private Investment Needed 


Similarly, the Chairman of the Boar 
of the Industrial Development Corpora. 
tion and the Industrial Finance Corpo. 
ration, both important statutory bodies 
warned early in October of a temporary 
jull in the tempo of the Union's econom. 
ic development. He was addressing him. 
self, however, to the more difficult long. 
term problem of increasing the amount 
of private capital investment in the 
Union. He said it was necessary for the 
Union to create the right climate to ep. 
courage industrial expansion and _ then 
attract both capital and enthusiastic 
entrepreneurs. 


Capital, he said, could be attracted by 
offering an adequate reward for money 
risked; the right climate could be ere. 
ated by giving reasonable tariff protec. 
tion to the new investor; and entrepren- 
eurs could be attracted by offering them 
powerful inducements to establish new 
industries—tax concessions for -a num- 
ber of years and lower taxes on profits 
thereafter. These things were not being 
done with enough vigor, he intimated, 
and their neglect could be largely re- 
sponsible for the “temporary” lull in 
economic development that he men- 
tioned. Gold and uranium production 
reached new record levels, but values 
and tonnages of almost all other min 
erals were down. 

Overall conditions in agriculture, min- 
ing, industry, and trade were good but 
there were a few weak spots in each 
field. Most primary and secondary in- 
dustrial producers were equaling their 
1957 figures, but the textile, shoe, 
motorcar, footwear, and agricultural 
implement industries were experiencing 
relative bad times.—U. S. Embassy, Pre- 
toria. 








Almond production in Portugal 
amounted to 3,000 tons for 1958, or 
less than half the 6,200-ton harvest of 
the preceding year, the Foreign Agri- 
cultural Service reports. 

Exports for the 1958-59 season are 
expected to total 3,800 tons compared 
to 3,200 tons for 1957-58. During 1957- 
58, the United Kingdom and Belgium- 
Luxembourg were the principal put- 
chasers. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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W. Germany Prepays 
On Debt to U. S. 


The Governments of the United States 
and the Federal Republic of Germany 
exchanged notes in Bonn on March 20 
under which the Federal. Republic 
agreed to make an advance payment of 
$150 million on March 31, 1959, on its 
indebtedness to the United States for 
postwar economic assistance totaling 
approximately $3 billion. 


This debt arose as a result of U. S. 
expenditures in Germany under the 
Marshall Plan and other assistance 
programs. An agreement for settlement 
of this indebtedness, signed in London 
on February 27, 1953, provides for pay- 
ment to the United States of $1 billion 
with interest over a period of 30 years. 
Semiannual payments of interest begin- 
ning July 1, 1953, and of principal in- 
stallments beginning July 1, 1958, have 
been made by the Germans under this 
agreement as they became due. 


This advance payment to the United 
States fulfills a requirement of the 
1953 agreement that, in the event of a» 
German prepayment on their corre- 
sponding debts to either the British or 
French Governments, the Federal Re- 
public will, unless the United States 
agrees otherwise, make proportionate 
prepayment on its postwar assistance 
debt to the United States. A prepay- 
ment of a comparable percentage of 
the Federal Republic-United Kingdom 
debt had alfeady been offered by the 
Federal Republic as part of the finan- 
cial assistance given the British bal- 
ance of payments. 





Italian Economy .. . 


(Continued from page 7) 
chinery. These fell from 237 billion lire 
($379.2 million) during the first 10 
months of 1957 to 212 billion lire 
($323.2 million) in the same 1958 period. 
Italian imports of corn, sugar, cheeses, 
pigs, and meat increased; those of 
wheat, fats and oils decreased. Ferrous 
scrap imports, down only 1% percent 
in volume, cost 35 percent less, 


U.S. Exports 
Show Decline 


U. S. exports to Italy amounted in 
1958 to $492,659,000, as against $674,- 
832,000 in 1957, according to U. S. Bu- 
reau of Census figures. U. S. imports 
from. Italy totaled $276,016,000, as 
against $245,685,000 in 1957. 

The sharpest declines in U. S. exports 
to Italy occurred in the following com- 
modity groups (percent of decrease for 
the first 10 months of the year in paren- 
theses): Crude vegetable oils and waxes 
(77.2); crude oil (59.2); raw cotton 


» (34); iron and steel scrap (33.4); coal 


(24.5), Other sharp decreases were in 
cupper and nonferrous scrap, aluminum 
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and its alloys, metallic ash and slag, and 
in machinery, particularly metalworking 
machine tools. The United States sold 
Italy less textiles, wheat, cotton and 
waste, and prepared meats and animal 
fats. 


U.S. Imports More 
Passenger Cars 


The largest increases in U. S. imports 
from Italy occurred in passenger cars. 
During 1958, the United States imported 
from Italy 30,409 new passenger cars, 
valued at slightly over $34 million, com- 
pared with 9,983 cars, valued at $12.4 
million in 1957. In the first 10 months 
of 1958, Italy sold the United States 
more manufactured leather products 
(+29.6 percent, up from $10.8 to $14 
million, the sales and increases referring 
mainly to shoes), more fruits and vege- 
tables (+24 percent, up from $7.1 to 
$8.8 million, consisting mainly in the 
traditional big items—tomato paste and 
canned whole tomatoes), and more wine 
and other beverages (+12.3 percent, up 
from $8.1 to $9.1 million). For the whole 
year 1958, imports of wine and still wine 
totaled $20.7 million, as against $18.2 
million in 1957 (+13.7 percent). 

The United States also imported from 
Italy more dairy products (+6.2, from 
$8.1 to $8.6 million, cheeses being the 
main item involved), and more woolen 
manufactures (+6.8 percent, up from 
$11.1 to $12.5 million). In the period 
January-October 1958 the United States 
bought from Italy less silk manufactures 
($8.8 million to $6.4 million), less iron 
and steel mill products ($10.5 to $3.5 
million) and less “other nonagriculture 
machines” ($13.4 to $12.4 million). ° 


In the same period Italy accounted 
for 3.7 percent of total U. S. exports 
3.5 percent in the 1957 period), and 
for 2.1 percent of U. S. total imports 
(1.9 percent). 





Panama Duty-Free Imports 
Total Almost $8 Million 


Panama’s duty-free imports in the 
first 6 months of 1958 for domestic use 
were valued at $7,971,737, or 17.52 per- 
cent of total imports of $45,511,300. 

Among the major duty-free items, 
imported for the most part under pro- 
visions of investment-incentive contracts 
between the Government of Panama 
and national industries, are the follow- 
ing: Petroleum products, $1,346,506; 
machinery for mining, construction, and 
other industrial uses, $1,168,730; iron 
and steel mill products, $772,401; cotton 
textiles, $612,476; marine motors, $246,- 
298; plastic and cellophane bags, $172,- 
830; trucks and other motor vehicles 
for transportation of freight, $129,050; 
pharmaceutical and medicinal products, 
$125,290; and spare parts for tractors, 
$103,089.—U. S. Embassy, Panama. 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 


Brazilian Economic 
Activities Brisk 


Brazilian economic activities were 
brisk in February as several new in- 
dustrial and construction projects were 
started, including the building of a new 
shipyard and a large cement plant. 


Coffee exports soared to 1.7 million 
bags, earning an estimated US$72 mil- 
lion in exchange, and Brazil's first ex- 
port shipment of automobiles was made. 

Announcements were made that im- 
ports of petroleum byproducts by 
PETROBRAS would be authorized and 
that exchange quotas for imports of 
books, magazines, and periodicals would 
be cut, 

The northern and southern construc- 
tion groups on Brazil's North-South 
Highway connected at a point between 
Brasilia, the new capital, and Belem. 


Work on Second Shipyard Starts 


Work was started on February 18 on 
construction of a new shipyard in Brazil 
located near Angra dos Reis on the 
coast about 75 miles south of Rio de 
Janeiro. The new yard is being built 
with Dutch financing, by the Verolme 
.United Shipbuilding Co. This is the 
second shipyard under construction in 
Brazil, the other yard now being built 
near Rio with financing by Japanese in- 
terests, Completion of these two yards 
will give Brazil facilities for building 
coastline and ocean vessels which have 
not existed before. 

Another industrial project, a large 
cement plant, is underway in Belo Hori- 
zonte and is expected to be completed 
in November 1959. The plant will have 
an annual capacity of 200,000 tons of 
commercial Portland cement, utilizing 
materials from nearby sources. 

Construction is progressing on the 
new steel mill near Santos. COSIPA, 
when completed, will produce annually 
about 400,000-tons of flat steel products. 


First Automobiles Exported 


Export of 25 jeeps manufactured in 
Brazil by Willys Overland, Sao Paulo, 
to Chile marked the first export of 
automobiles from Brazil. Another indi- 
cation toward further such exports was 
a report that Brazil was seeking to 
exchange jeeps for Indonesian rubber, 
the latter commodity being still in short 
supply in Brazil. 

February coffee exports totaled 1.7 
million bags, reported as earning US$72 
million in exchange, In order to reach 
Brazil’s goal of 15 million bags by the 
end of the marketing year June 30, ex- 
ports would have to average about 1.2 
million bags a month until then. 


PETROBRAS To Import Byproducts 


The President of the National Petro- 
leum Council issued an announcement 
on February 14 that PETROBRAS 

(Continued on page 20) 
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Germany Eases Foreign Financing 


German residents are now permitted to accept certain short- and 
medium-term credits from abroad in any currency in connection with 
foreign transactions in goods and services. 


This measure represents the first re- 
Jaxation under general license of the 
prohibition against foreign borrowing 
for periods of less than 5 years (Foreign 
Commerce Weekly July 21, 1958, p. 7). 

The new regulations, authorized by 
four general licenses, provide German 
banks and business firms greater ease 
and flexibility in accepting credit accom- 
modations related to specific current 
account transactions. The borrowing 
of foreign short-term and medium-term 
capital for other purposes, however, re- 
mains subject to special license. 

@ Specifically, general license No. 
94/59 provides that—(1) German resi- 
dents may maintain accounts in foreign 
currency and in German marks with 
credit institutions located outside as 
well as inside the West German mark 
area, which is defined to cover the Fed- 
eral Republic and West Berlin but not 
the Saar Territory pending monetary 
integration of the latter with the Fed-- 
eral Republic. 

(2) Foreign currency and German 
mark payments may be made and re- 
ceived via those accounts. 

@ General license No. 96/59 authorizes 
German residents to extend credits to 
nonresidents in any currency. 

@ General license No. 95/59 permits 
German residents to receive from non- 
residents for their own account or on 
behalf of other residents, in any cur- 
rency— 

(1) Credits with a period of maturity 
of up to 180 days, and in connection 
with transactions in goods and services 
for settlement of debts to nonresidents 
or for consolidation of obligations of 
nonresidents. 

(2) Credits to finance a claim against 
a nonresident from time of payment 
order until payment is received. 

(3) Credits for refinancing credits ex- 
tended nonresidents. None of the cred- 
its received under this general license 
may be renewed. Credit institutions in 
the Federal Republic may obtain credits 
with a maturity period of up to 8 days 
from credit institutions in other coun- 
tries for carrying out foreign exchange 
payment due on specified dates. 

@ General license No. 97/59 permits 
credit institutions located in the Ger- 
man mark area, as defined above, to 
extend to German residents credits in 
foreign currency with a maturity of up 
to 12 months. 

The four general licenses were pub- 
lished in Bundesanzeiger of February 
20, 1959, and went into effect the fol- 
lowing day.—U. S. Embassy, Bonn. 
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Norway Proposes To Enter 
Some Machinery Duty Free 


The Norwegian Government has indi- 
cated to the Storting that it intends to 
reapply on January 1, 1960, a former 
provision of its customs regulations 
which permit customs authorities to 
grant duty-free entry of machinery if 
it is established that similar machinery 
is not manufactured in Norway. 

This tariff provision was in effect 
until 1955, at which time the Govern- 
ment withdrew the authority as part of 
an attempt to hold down imports and 
restrict investment. The authority was 
restored on a limited basis in 1957 and 
duty-free entry was granted a few 
classes of machinery. 

Because the provision is not intended 
to become effective until January 1960 
Norwegian importers of machinery are 
faced with a thorny problem in their 
purchasing policies for 1959.—U. S. Em- 
bassy, Oslo. 

Any further details received on final 
action on the duty-free provision and 
on machinery affected will be reported 
in Foreing Commerce Weekly. 


PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPFFFFAFSAAAAASAA 


Cuba Restricts Import 
Of Rice 


Cuba has established a new ad- 
ministrative procedure for handling 
imports under its low-duty rice 
quota. 

Importers are now required to 
pay a special “contribution” of $2.75 
for each quintal of low-duty rice 
imported under the quota and also 
to purchase 1 quintal of domesti- 
cally produced rice for every 2 
quintals imported (1 quintal= 
101.4 pounds). 

The price of imported or locally 
produced rice sold by wholesalers, 
producers, or distributors to retail- 
ers may not exceed cost in ware- 
house plus 10 percent profit. For 
retail sale of imported or domestic 
rice the profit margin may not ex- 
ceed 20 percent. 

The new regulations were estab- 
lished by Cuban decrees No. 647, 
effective March 5, and No. 695, ef- 
fective March 16.—U. S. Embassy, 
Havana. 


PPPPPPPPPPPPSPPSPSSSFSFFFFFFFAAFA 


i. 


Danes To Further | 
Free Dollar Imports 


The Government of Denmark has ap, 
nounced that on April 1 it would furthe 
relax its controls on import of dolla 
goods. 


Among principal commodities jp. 
eralized by this latest action ar 
Petroleum products; clothing and te, 
tiles; cordage of long-fibered silk ang 
rayon; asbestos piece goods; citry 
fruits; cheese; casein; check protectors 
bility of its currency. This financial 
both complete and in parts for a 
sembly; certain automobile components 
including motors, tires and tubes; mo 
toreycles and certain motorcycle com. 
ponents, including motors; and truck 
and vans weighing under 3,000 kilo 
grams, 


U. S. Responds 


In response to the announcement, the 
U. S. Departments of Commerce and 
State have made the following joint 
statement: 

“The United States welcomes an an 
nouncement by the Government of Den. 
mark that it is removing licensing con. 
trols, effective April 1, 1959, on a 
substantial number of dollar imports 
This is the second move by the Danish 
Government during 1959 to relax dollar 
controls and eliminates all discriming- 
tion against dollar goods in the liberal 
ized sector of Danish trade. Beginning 


April 1, therefore, all products which 


can be imported without license require 
ments from Western European coun 
tries may also be freely imported from 
the United States. 
“As a result of the two steps taken 
during 1959, Danish liberalization of 
private dollar imports has _ increased 
from 66 to 88 percent, on the basis of 
1953 import patterns. The first step, 
effective January 1, raised the per 
centage to 70. 
* s * 
“This constructive action by the Dam 
ish Government represents another sig- 
nificant step in the move toward a more 
multilateral system of world trade ané 
payments. Earlier, Denmark along with 
most other West European countries 
had announced nonresident convert 
bility of its currency. This financial 
measure facilitated the current relaxa- 
tion in the field of trade controls. 
“Several other countries, including 
Norway and the Netherlands, have re 
cently relaxed controls over imports 
from the dollar area.” 
U. 8. exports of domestic and foreign 
merchandise, including Special Category 
commodities, decreased from $1,5136 





million in December 1958 to $1,4004 


million in January 1959, the Bureau of 
the Census has reported. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





Nicaraguan Duties Up 
Qn Many Food Items 


Nicaraguan import duties have been 
changed on 71 tariff items, mainly food- 
stuffs, many substantially. 

Items affected; their new duties, spe- 
cific in U. S. dollars per gross kilo- 
gram unless otherwise indicated and 
percent ad valorem on c.i.f. value; and 
former status, shown in parentheses, 
are as follows (7 cordobas=US$1): 


0911-01-00. Meat of bovine cattle (beef- 
yeal) fresh, chilled or frozen: 0.16 and 40 
percent (0.02 and 10). 

9011-02-00. Meat of sheep and lambs (mut- 
ton, lamb), fresh, chilled or frozen: 0.16 and 
49 percent (0.02 and 10). 

9011-03-00. Pork, fresh, chilled or frozen: 


0.16 and 40 percent (0.02 and 10). 

0911-04-00. Poultry, fresh, chilled or frozen: 
1.20 and 50 percent (0.04 and 10). 

0912-01-00. Meat, pig (including bacon and 
ham), dried salted smoked or simply cooked, 
not otherwise prepared, not canned: 012-01- 
0-1. Bacon, 0.60 and 50 percent: 012-01-00-2. 
Other, 0.80 and 80 percent (classification pre- 
yiously contained no subitems, all products 
covered being dutiable at 0.50 and 25). 


012-02-00. Meat, dried, salted smoked or 
simply cooked, not otherwise prepared, ex- 
cuding pork not canned: 0.60 and 30 percent 
(0.40 and 20). 

9013-01-00. Sausages of all kinds not in air- 
tight containers: 0-75 and 35 percent (0.55 
and 25). 

013-02-01. Sausages of all kinds in ——— 
containers: 0.75 and 35 percent (0.55 and 25 

913-02-02. Bacon and ham, in airtight oa: 
tainers: 0.80 and 80 percent (0.55 and 25). 

013-02-03-2. Meat of all kinds, preserved or 
prepared in any manner, with or without 
yegetables, not specifically prepared for chil- 
dren: 0.65 and 35 percent (0.45 and 25). 

013-09-02. Extracts, essences, soups, broths, 
and edible juices obtained from marrow, 
bones or meat of any kind, solid, paste or 
powder form, in airtight containers, as well 
as other meat preparations n.e.s.: 0.50 and 30 


percent (0.32 and 20). 


031-01-01. Fish, including lightly salted fish, 
edible fish kept alive for transport, and fish 
flesh in the natural state: 0.35 and 25 percent 
(0.35 and 15). 

0381-01-02. Fish roe, edible: 0.60 and 35 per- 


cent (0.35 and 15). 
03: 0.35 and 80 per- 


-01-03. Aachen fish: 
cent (0.35 and 15 
- Codfisi: 0.30 and 25 percent (0.27 
and 
Other: 


0831-02-02. 0.35 and 25 percent (0.35 
and 15). 


0832-01-04. Anchovies and anchovy — paste: 
150 and 40 percent (1.50 and 25). 


0832-01-05. Crustaceans and molluscs: 0.72 
and 40 percent (0.73 and 20). 
032-01-06. Caviar~ and caviar substitutes 


and other edible fish roe: 
(240 and 25). 

0382-01-07. Soups and broths of fish, 
taceans and molluscs: 0.32 and 40 percent 
(0.32 and 20). 

032-01-08. Fish and fish 
airtight containers or prepared in a manner 
nes.: 0.53 and 40 percent (0.53 and 20). 


048-03-00. Macaroni, spaghetti, noodles, verx- 
Micelli, and similar preparations: 0.30 and 20 
percent (0.15 and 10). 

048-04-01. Bread: 0.50 and 50 percent (0.30 


and 15). 
048-04-02. Waffles of all kinds: 0.40 and 30 
0.40 and 30 percent (0.25 


percent (0.25 and 20). 

at -03. Biscuits: 

048-04-04.Cakes and the like: 0.40 and 30 
Percent (0.25 and 20). 

048-04 -05. Other bakery and pastrycooks’ 
ied n.e.s.: 0.40 and 30 percent (0.25 and 


2.40 and 50 percep? 


crus- 


preparations, in 


pee * batesoo 2 and 60 percent 
(0.10 and 
051-07 - a OKidible nuts in the shell: 0.44 and 
reent (0.44 and 15). 
t-07-02. Edible nuts, shelled: 0.57 and 50 
Percent (0.57 and 15). 
051-07-03. Coconuts grated, edible: 0.46 and 
§ percent (0.46 and 15). 


fresh: 


April 6, 1959 
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Caution Urged on Gifts to Mexico 


Gifts should not be sent to Mexico nor should purchases made there 
by tourists or other travelers be returned to that country until assurance 
has been received from the consignee that he is prepared to accept the 


shipment. 


Gifts are not granted any special 
privileges or exemptions in Mexico. 
There is, however, a procedure for re- 
turn of Mexican merchandise whereby 
the Mexican seHer may apply for special 
permission to bring the goods back for 
repair or exchange without payment of 
duties. But unless the necessary steps 
are followed and a special permit for 
reimportation is obtained, returned Mex- 
ican merchandise is considered the same 
as foreign merchandise for customs 
purposes, 

Mexican import duties on most items 
of the type generally sent to Mexico 
as gifts or purchased there and returned 
are very high. Moreover, most items of 
that type valued at US$8 or more are 
subject to import licensing by the Mexi- 
can Ministry of Industry and Commerce. 
Regulations of that Ministry provide 
for confiscation of merchandise subject 
to import permit but sent to Mexico 
without the consignee’s first having ob- 
tained a permit. In addition to confisca- 
tion of the merchandise, the~ consignee 
may at the discretion of the Ministry 
be assessed a fine of twice the value of 
the merchandise. 


Thus anyone sending a package to 
a consignee in Mexico without his prior 
knowledge not only is doing him the 
disservice of subjecting him to payment 
of high import duties and possibly fines, 
but also ds assuming the risk of having 
the package confiscated. Even if the 
recipient refuses to accept the package 
and requests that it be returned to the 
sender, the package cannot be returned 
unless specific authorization is obtained 





053-01-04. Fruits, frozen, in brine or pre- 
served in another manner n.e.s.: 0.35 and 25 
percent (0.25 and 20). 

053-02-00. Fruits, fruit peel, parts of plants, 
drained, glazed or crystallized, with or with- 
out artificial flavoring: 1 and 20 percent (0.65 
and 20). 

053-03-01.Groundnut paste and butter: 1 
and 20 percent (0.58 and 20). 

053-03-02. Jellies, jams, and marmalades, of 
fruit: 1 and 20 percent (0.36 and 20). 

053-04-01. Fruit syrups: 0.40 and 10 percent 
(0.34 and 10). 

053-04-02-2. Other fruit juices not specially 
prepared for children, In any manner: 0.40 
and 20 percent (0.25 and 20). 


054-02-02. Peas and lentils: 0.25 and 25 per- 
eent (0.15 and 15). 

054-02-03. Dry pulses n.es. (including 
pulses used as food for animals), except 
carobs ): 0.25 and 25 percent (0.15 and 15). 

054-09-01. Onions: 2 and 20 percent (0.07 


Mushrooms: 
(1.35 and 20). 

+ -09-03. Truffles: 2 and 20 percent (1.35 
an 
“— yD- 04. Garlic: 2 and 20 percent (0.19 and 


054-09-05. Vegetables n.e.s.: 
cent (0.15 and 15). 


055-01-01. Mushrooms and truffles: 2 and 30 
percent (1.35 and 20). 


(Continued on page 14) 


2 and 20 percent 


2 and 20 per- 





from the Ministry of Industry and Com- 
merce and the Mexican Bureau of Cus- 
toms. 


In short, gifts should not be sent 
to Mexiéo until the sender is assured 
that the addressee has obtained an im- 
port permit if one is required and is 
aware of and willing to pay applicable 
import duties. 

Mexican merchandise should not be 
returned until the sender has gotten in 
touch with the Mexican seller and is 
assured that the seller is aware of the 
formalities involved and’has complied 
with them. 


In view of the problems involved in 
sending gifts to Mexico, many persons 
in the United States have found it ad- 
visable to send friends and relatives in 
that country gifts of money, via inter- 
national money order* or other means, 
rather than to send merchandise. Inas- 
much as Mexico has no exchange-con- 
trol regulations, dollar gifts sent there 
can easily be converted into pesos, with 
which the recipient can acquire items 
of his choice from domestic sources. 
Thus burdensome duties and procedures 
are avoided. 


Dominicans Free Various 
Items of Import Licensing 


‘The Dominican Government, by decree 
No. 4497 of January 17, has exempted 
from import licensing glass bottles, 
empty sacks, barbed wire, staples, and 
treated wood posts. 

By decree No. 5073 of the same date, 
the Government requires that new bot- 
tles be utilized in bottling rum, cognac, 
brandy, and similar alcoholic beverages 
produced locally, as well as for olives 
and capers bottled domestically. Also, 
new sacks must be used for bagging 
milled or shelled rice of domestic pro- 
duction and for cacao and coffee des- 
tined for export. 

Formerly new bottles and sacks of 
“domestic production” were required to 
be used in packaging those products, 
with the exception of coffee and cacao, 
except when demand for such containers 
exceeded domestic production; at such 
times bottles and sacks were permitted 
import under license.—U. S. Embassy, 
Ciudad Trujillo. 

Bottles and bags were subjected to 
import license by a decree of June 4, 
1958 (Foreign Commerce Weekly, July 
28, 1958, p. 8; barbed wire, staples, and 
treated wood posts, by decrees of March 
17 and 19, 1956 (Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, April 30, 1956, p. 10). 
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FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 








UAR Rules on Foreign 
Companies in Syria 


The Government of the United Arab 
Republic has modified regulations, is- 
sued as Syrian decree No. 151 of March 
3, 1952, on foreign company activities 
in the Syrian Region. 

The three major changes, enacted by 
UAR law No. 6 of January 9, .1959, ef- 
fective February 10, are: 

@ Syrian firms having foreign part- 
ners, even though they have one-third 
or less control, may no longer act as 
agents of foreign companies in the Syr- 
ian Region. 

@ Syrian firms having foreign part- 
ners may no longer act as representa- 
tives, that is directors general, of a 
branch or subbranch of a foreign com- 
pany. 

@ Under the law Egyptain -companies 
and nationals will have the same priv- 
ileges as Syrians. 

Firms having foreign partners and 
serving as agents for foreign firms may 
at the discretion of the Ministry of 
Economy have as long as 5 years to 
arrange their affairs so as to conform 
with the new law; firms serving as rep- 
resentatives of foreign firms must adjust 
within 2 months of the date the law 
becomes effective. 





Tunisia Bans |mport 


Of Some Medicinals 


The following pharmaceuticals and 
medicinals packed for retail sale have 
been banned for import into Tunisia. 


Aspirin U.P.R.; aspirin Bayer: aspirin Vi- 
caris; aspirisucre (flavored aspirin); aspirine 
vitamin ; ganidan: sulfaguanidine; 
sterogy! 15; vitamin B2; irrasterine; defar- 
ayl; solucampher: camphodausse: camphostyl: 
camphodry1: chlorych line; biocholine; eu- 
calyptine; balsamy). 


In the future these medicinals will be 
made and packaged in Tunisia from 
imported basic chemicals. 

The ban was put into effect by an of- 
ficial order dated January 24, affective 
the same date, and published in Journal 
Officiel de la Republique Tunisienne No. 
6 of January 27, 1959.—U. S. Embassy, 
Tunis. 


U. S$, Business 
Participation in 
TRADE FAIRS ABROAD 
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Germans Set Quotas 
For Corn, Barley 


Quotas for import of corn and brew- 
ing barley from various countries, in- 
cluding the United States, have been 
announced by the Federal German Gov- 
ernment. 


Two corn-import quotas were an- 
nounced. One is for feed corn from the 
United States, Canada, Argentina, Bul- 
garia, Morocco, Francé including Al- 
geria, and U.S.S.R. Quantity involved, 
according to trade sources, is 17,500 
metric tons. Corn purchased under this 
quota will be stored in Baden-Wuert- 
temberg under a Government program 
for supplying southern Germany in part 
from Federal stocks. 

The second anhouncement sets a 
quota for yellow corn for industrial 
purposes from the United States alone, 
which according to trade _ sources, 
amounts to about 20,000 metric tons. 

Two quotas are also opened for brew- 
ing barley. The first is for imports from 
the Organization for European Eco- 
nomic Cooperation area, Poland, the 
United States, Canada, and Australia. 
The amount involved, according to trade 
circles, is about 10,000 metric tons, in- 
tended solely for malting and brewing 
firms in Berlin. 

The other quota is for brewing barley 
from the OEEC area, the United States, 
Canada, and Australia, and the barley 
may be sold by importers to firms in 
the Republic other than West Berlin. 
License applications will be accepted 
until a quota of 80,000 metric tons is 
reached.—U. S. Embassy, Bonn. 





Austrians Reimpose Tax 
On Fuel Oil Imports 


The Austrian equalization tax on fuel 
oil imports has been reintroduced, and 
the tax is levied at the rate of 5.25 per- 
cent of customs value of oil plus duty, 
if any. 

Increased competition from imported 
fuel oils, particularly from Soviet bloc 
countries, induced the Austrian Govern- 
ment to take,this step. Sales of im- 
ported fuel oils at so-called dumping 
prices, below those prevailing on the 
Austrian market, especially affected the 
Austrian refineries, which faced increas- 


—=S== 





A BFC booklet giving background 
information . . . a list of recurring 
fairs and exhibitions . . . reports 
from some American firms that 


have participated. 


Seld by Department of Commerce Field Offices 
and by the Superintendent of Documents, U. S. 
Government Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. 


15 
cents 


i 


ing difficulties in selling their output 
of fuel oils. 

The tax was reimposed under a Feg. 
eral Ministry of Finance ordinance dated 
February 4 and published in Federgj 
Law Gazette 10/33 of February 11, 1959, 
—U. S. Embassy, Vienna. 


Nicaraguan Duties... 


(Continued from page 13) 

055-01-02. Other dehydrated vegetables; 4 
and 30 percent (0.32 and 20). 

055-02-01-2. Vegetable soups not specially 
prepared for children: 0.50 and 20 percent 
(0.26 and 20). 

055-02-02. Tomato juice: 0.50 and 20 Percent 
(0.32 and 20). 

055-02-03-2. Vegetable juices not specially 
prepared for children: 0.50 and 20 percent 
(0.32 and 20). 

055-02-04-2. Preserved 
cially prepared for children: 
cent (0.32 and 20). 


062-01-01. Chewing gum and other confe. 
tionary gums: 1 and 20 percent (0.75 and 20), 

062-01-02-2. Confectionary and sugar _ prep. 
arations n.e.s.: 1.50 and 20 percent (0. 70 and 
20). 

071-02-00. Coffee, roasted, in beans go 
ground: 1.50 and 40 percent (0.50 and 20), 

071-03-00. Coffee extracts, coffee essences 
and preparations containing coffee: 2 and 
percent (1.00 and 20). 

with or withont 


vegetables not 
0.50 and 20 Fo 


072-02-00. Cocoa powder, 
sugar: 0.60 and 20 percent (0.40 and 20), 

072-03-00. Cocoa butter and cocoa paste: 
1 and 20 percent (0.70 and 20). 


73-01-01. Bonbons and sweetmeats con- 
taining chocolate: 1 and 40 percent (0.70 and 
20). 

073-01-02. Chocolate in tablets, slabs, bars, 
and other similar forms, with or without ad. 
dition of other products: 1 and 40 percent 
(0.70 and 40). 

073-01-03-2. Chocolate in any 
0.50 and 20 percent (0.30 and 10). 


074-01-00. Tea: 1 and 20 percent (0.40 and 
20). 


form n.es8.: 


099-09-01. Vinegar: 0.30 and 15 percent @2 
and 15). 


111-01-01. Mineral waters: 
cent (0.15 and 10). 

1111-01-02. Aerated waters, flavored or not: 
0.25 and 20 percent (0.15 and 10). 

111-01-03. Non-alcoholic beverages, 
0.25 and 25 percent (0.17 and 15). 


112-01-01. Dessert wine, white or red: 1 per 
liter and 30 percent (0.63 and 25) 

112-01-02. Generous wine: 1 per liter and 
35 percent (0.68 and 25 poactet? 

112-01-04. Other sparkling wines, 
per liter and 25 percent (2 and 25). 

112-01-05. Other wines, including grape 
must: 1 per liter and 30 percent (0.63 and 


ti2- 02-00-1. Sparkling cider (apple and 
goer): 2.00 per liter and 30 percent (1.50 and 


112-02-00-2. Other fermented fruit juices 
and fruit wines: 0.80 per liter and 30 percent 
(0.50 and 25). 


292-07-00. Cut flowers and foliage suitable 
for preparation of bouquets or for decora- 
tion, fresh, dried, dyed or not, etc.: 0.10 and 
20 percent (0.01 and 10). 


The list of tariff items and their new 
dutites were published in the Dairio 
Oficial of February 20, 1959, and be- 
came effective the same date. 

African coffee production in 1958-59 
is now expected to total 9.9 mittion 
bags, slightly more than estimated in 
December, the Foreign Agricul 
Service reports. 

The 1957-58 total production hen also 
been revised upward, as final trade and 
other data indicate large crops in sev- 
eral of the producing countries. The 
1957-58 total coffee production estimate 
is now 9.3 million bags, with 8.8 million 
bags exportable. 


0.25 and 20 per- 


n.é.8,; 


n.e.8.: 3 
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WORLD TRADE LEADS 
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Congo To Purchase 
Various Supplies 


Bids are invited by the Belgian Congo 
Government for supply of hot-water 
heaters, metal furniture, and hospital 
instruments -and equipment, estimated 
to cost a total of $102,000, the Bureau 
of Foregn Commerce has reported. 

The tenders are as follows: 

Hot-water heaters, 10, stainless steel, 
100-liter capacity, oil heat; and wash- 
ing machines, 4; tender No. 113-702-58- 
P.O., estimated cost $20,000, bid open- 
ing May 26. 

Metal furniture, tender No. 5-081-59, 
estimated cost $36,000, bid opening 
May 6. 

Instruments and equipment for hos- 
pitals, tender No. 8-722-59, estimated 
cost $46,000, bid opening May 15. 

Specifications for the hot-water heat- 
ers may be obtained from the Secre- 
taire du Conseil des Adjudications, Ho- 
tel des Postes, Stanleyville,,at $1 a set. 


Specifications for the metal furniture 
and the instruments and equipment 
may be obtained from the Comptable 
des Finances du Gouvernment General, 
Leopoldville-Kalina, at $4 for the metal 
furniture and $1 for the instruments 
and equipment. 


NATO Pipeline Construction 
In Germany Open To Bidders 


A new pipéline project in Germany 
has been opened to VU, S. bidders under 
the international competitive bidding 
procedure of the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO), the Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce has reported. 


The project calls for construction of 
a pipeline in Land Baden-Wuerttemberg 
consisting of 92,000 lineal meters of 
uninsulated steel] pipe, 85 inches, grade 
B under API standards. There will be 
a free storage area at the job site. 

Firms wanting to bid should register 
their intentions by April 18 with Bunde- 
minister fur Wirtschaftlichen Besitz 
des Bundes (Bauabteilung Riferat, iii 
A/1) 108 Rheindorfer Str., Bonn (22-C). 
Information on their qualifications 
should be enclosed on an appropriate 
form obtainable from the Trade De- 
velopment Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 

Firms not already certified to partici- 
pate in NATO work should send a 
resume of their qualifications to BFC’s 
Trade Development Division, as de- 
scribed in a booklet on the NATO in- 
ternational competitive bidding pro- 
gram, available from that Division. 
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9 Governments Invite Bids 





Machinery, Tinplate, Fabrics, 
lron and Steel Material Wanted 


Several foreign governments, through their authorized procurement 
agencies, are inviting tenders for a number of items of potential interest 


to U. S. suppliers. 


Bidding instructions and specifications and other pertinent data are 
available for review on loan from the Trade Development Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C., as indicated by symbol (*). 


Ceylon 


Steel sheets, 12,800, galvanized, 4 by 
8 feet, ranging from 16- to 24-gage, bid 
deadline April 28; and cotton waste, 85 
long tons (35 white, 50 colored), June 
2. Bids invited by Chairman, Tender 
Board,* Ministry of Finance, P.O. Box 
500, Colombo. Bids should be made on 
forms available from the Embassy of 
Ceylon, 2148 Wyoming Avenue NW., 
Washington 8, D.C. 


El Salvador 


Sewing machine to bind books, with 
thread, 220/380 volts, bid No. 53, bid 
deadline April 10; bookbinding machine, 
wire type, 110-volt motor, bid No. 58, 
April 14. Bids invited by La Proveeduria 
General de la Republica, San Salvador. 
Copies of bid notice in Spanish.* 


India 


Iron and steel materials consisting of 
ship building plates, bulb plates, mild 
steel plates, untested plates, checkered 
plates, and mild steel bars, 7394.4 long 
tons, tender No. DLF/13A/7, bid dead- 
line April 29; and tinplate, 4,063 long 
tons, tender No. DLF/13B/8, May 6. 
Bids invited by Iron and Steel Control- 
ler, 33 Netaji Subhas Road, Calcutta. 
Copies of the bid documents may be 
obtained from the Embassy of India, 
2107 Massachusetts Avenue NW., Wash- 
ington, D.C.* 


Iron and steel materials, 7,053 long 
tons, angles, flats, tees, channels, joists, 
tender No. DLF/13A/9, bid deadline 
May 12; iron and steel materials, 9,739 
long tons, black sheets, angles, joists, 
channels, flats, rounds, plates, tees, ten- 
der No. DLF/13B/10, May 29; and tin- 
plate, 3,938 long tons, prime quality, 
tender No. DLF/13B/11, June 5. Bids 
invited by Iron and Steel Controller at 
the given address.* 


Supply and delivery of grab dredger 
crane mounted on vessel approximately 
60 by 16 by 4% feet, loaded draft 3 feet 
3 inches, 750-cubic-foot hold capacity; 
bids invited until April 30 by Principal 
Post Officer, Post Box No. 12, Koshi- 
kode, Kerala State. Bid documents may 
be obtained from that authority at $4.40. 


™~. 





fran 


Diesel generators, 2; bids invited un- 
til April 20 by Ardabil Electric Power 
Co., Ardabil.* 


Supply, delivery, and installation at 
various sites of equipment for 26,000 
metric tons of metal silos. Storage ca- 
pacity 4,000 tons for small silos, 10,000 
tons for larger. Bids invited until May 
2 by Bread and Cereal Department, 
Ministry of Customs and Monopolies, 
Tehran.* 

Cellulosic film, 36,000 bobbins, each 
with 1,600 meters of film; tear tape, 
10,000 spools, red; solvent, 13,750 
pounds, for film just mentioned. Bids 
invited until May 18 by Iranian Tobacco 
Monopoly, Tehran. Detailéd information 
is available from the Iranian Embassy, 
3005 Massachusetts Avenue NW., Wash- 
ingten, D.C. 

Electric motors, 10, various sizes in- 
cluding accessory equipment; bids in- 
vited until June 21 by Iranian Sugar 
Refineries Company, Plan Organization, 
Avenues Shah-Reza and Forsat, Tehran.* 


New Zealand 


Hexagon socket head screws, 9,850, 
alloy steel cadmium plated and stainless 
steel, % inch and % inch in lengths 
ranging from 1 inch to 2% inches, tender 
No. SMQ 9200; bids invited until April 
21 by Stores Manager, Ministry . of 
Works, P.O. Box 8024, Wellington. 
Copies of the specifications may be ob- 
tained from New Zealand Senior Trade 
Commissioner, 1145 19th Street NW., 
Washington 6, D.C. 


Pakistan 


Supply, installation and erection of 
flour-milling plant capable of producing 
20 tons daily; bids invited until April 1 
(which may be extended) by Secretary, 
Post War Services Reconstruction Fund 
(PWSR), c/o East Pakistan Armed 
Services Board, Segun Bagicha, Ramna, 
Dacca.* 


Wheels, 155, chilled cast iron, 23-inch 
diameter; steel tires, 4,580, 3 feet 7 
inches; axles, 1800, steel, 16-ton; N.W-R. 


(Continued on page 16) 
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India Invites Bids 
On Hopper Dredger 


Bids are invited by the Government 
of India for a new or secondhand stern- 
well cutter hopper dredger for Kandla 
Port, the Bureau of Foreign Commerce 
has reported. 


Relevant specifications are: Length, 
200 to 250 feet; beam, 38 to 45 feet; 
loaded draft, 12 to 16 feet; hopper ca- 
pacity, 900 to 1,800 cubic yards; dredg- 
ing depth, 45 to 50 feet; pipe diameter 
of suction, 26 to 30 inches; delivery pipe 
diameter, 24 to 26 inches; twin screw; 
speed, 7 to 11 knots. 


Motive power for sand pumps, and 
propellers and cutters should be inde- 
pendent. The dredger, which should be 
capable of pumping overboard in hopper 
barges and through 3,000 feet of floating 
and shore pipeline, should have two an- 
chors, port and starboard bow and quar- 
ter winches, and storm winch or spuds 
and should conform to Lloyds’ or other 
recognized specifications. 

The specifications are approximate; 
however dredger must have drag head 
and be able to do drag dredging and self 
propelling simultaneously. Articulated 
suction pipe is preferred. It may be 
necessary for, the suceessful bidder to 
supply all or part of the officers and 
crew of the dredger for 6 months. 
Terms and eOnditions on which this will 
be done should be clearly specified in 
bid, as well as other terms and condi- 
tions the bidder wishes to stipulate. 


Bids should be submitted before April 
30 td R. L. Gupta, Secretary to the 
Government of India, Ministry of Trans- 
port and Communications (Department 
of Transport), Central Secretariat, New 
Delhi, India. If a secondhand dredger 
is offered, the name of manufacturer 
and year of manufacture, detailed plans 
and specifications, location and facilities 
far inspection, and earliest date of de- 
livery should be enclosed. 





lran Extends Deadlines 


The Contracts Department, Iranian 
State Railways, has extended to April 
21 the deadline for submitting bids on 
415,000 railway ties. This trade lead was 
reported in Foreign Commerce Weekly 
January 26, 1959, page 12, and February 
9, page 14. 

The Iran Chemical Company of the 
Plan Organization has extended to April 
23 the deadline for submitting bids on 
1,600 meters of filter cloth and to May 
11 the bid date for 12 tons of galvanized 
tin sheet. The filter cloth was reported 
in Foreign Commerce Weekly, December 
29, 1958, page 11, and the tin sheet, 
February 9, page 13. 





Pan American Day, April 14 
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Argentina To Develop 
Iron Ore Deposits 


Bids for development of the iron- 
ore deposits of Sierra Grande in 
Rio Negro Province are _ invited 
until September 30 by Fabricaciones 
Militares, Avenida Cabillio 65, 
Buenos Aires. The deposits, located 
about 80 miles northwest of Puerto 
Madryn, are said to contain over 
70 million tons of*ore, a hematite 
and magnetite mixture containing 
over 50 percent iron content. The 
ore reportedly is in rather thick 
layers offering no unusual problems 
to either surface or pit mining. 

Fabricaciones Militares welcomes 
suggestions as to how the iron-ore 
deposits might be exploited and 
made the foundation of a domestic 
steel industry. Firms are invited to 
offer propositions, Preference will 
be given to those providing for the 
maximum of steel and regional 
development. 


Bids To Be Invited 


Soon in Liberia 


A series of bid invitations for con- 
struction of a quay and breakwater at 
Buchanan, Liberia, and on a projected 
railway from Buchanan to Mount Nim- 
ba, are to be issued soon by the Liberia 
American Mining Co. (LAMCO). 


Construction on these projects is to 
start in the fall of 1959 with comple- 
tion set for October 1962, according to 
LAMCO’s time schedule of operations. 
The company plans to be shipping ore 
before the end of 1962. 

Bid invitations for the power station, 
pumping station, ore-handling equip- 
ment and related facilities required at 
Mount Nimba and for locomotive, ore 
cars, and other equipment for the rail- 
road are expected by the end of June. 

Firms interested in participation in 
the bidding on LAMCO’s operation 
should express their interest to Dr. 
Sture Linner, vice president and export 
manager, Liberia American Mining Co., 
Monrovia, Liberia. 


Australia’s 1958 dried prune pack, esti- 
mated as 3,100 short tons, is 15 percent 
larger than the 2,700-ton production for 
1957, the Foreign Agricultural Service 
reports, 

Nearly all of the Australian pack is 
consumed domestically except for lim- 
ited exports to New Zealand and the 
United Kingdom. Only 130 tons of 
Australian prunes were exported during 
1958, going mostly to New Zealand. 
With larger production likely in 1959, 
exports to the United Kingdom may be 
increased. 


Machinery, Tinplate .. . 
(Continued from page 15) 
tender No. 210-S/10(PIC)/59; bid dead. 
line April 20. Vacuum brake meta 
fittings, N.W.R. tender No. 210-S/14 
(PIC)/59; April 22. Bids invited by 
Chief Controller of Stores, North Weg. 

ern Railways, Lahore.* 


Tunisia 


Shoe-making equipment, bids invite 
until April 15 by Secretary of State fg 
Public Health and Social Affairs, Tunis 
Bid notice in French.* 

Fabrics—drapes and _ toile—1,724,0% 
meters; bids invited until April 22 by 
Government of Tunisia, Office of For. 
eign Trade, 13 rue Sidi Bou Mendi} 
Tunis. Bid notice in French.* 


Union of South Africa 


Center lathe, tender No. G. 5661, bid 
deadline April 7; switchgear, high-tep. 
sion, tender No. C. 7745, and cable, 14. 
000 feet, .06 square inch, 3-core, 11-kilo. 
volt, paper insulated, tender No. C. 7747, 
April 10; and drilling machines, 5, radial, 
tender No. G. 7738, April 24. Bids invited 
by Chairman, Tender Board, South Af- 
rican Railways and Harbors (SARAH), 
P.O. Box 7784, Johannesburg.* 

Hardness testing machines, 7, tender 
No. G. 3671, bid deadline April 14; 
grinding machine, tender No. G. 7764, 
April 17; dust extraction units, tender 
No. G. 3637, and double stone floor 
grinders, 2, tender No. G. 3660, April 


21; and shaping machine, tender No. G f 


2571, April 28. Bids invited by Chief 
Stores Superintendent South African 
Railways and Harbors (SARAH) P.O, 
Box 8617, Johannesburg.* 

> 


Uruguay 

Abrasive dises, bid No. 3869; bids 
invited April 30 by the Administracion 
Nacional de Combustibles, Alcohol y 
Portland (ANCAP), Montevideo. Only 
individuals of firms established in Uru. 
guay may participate in public bids 
Others should enter bids through their 
Uruguayan agent or representative. 
Copy of call for bids in Spanish.* 


Burma To Buy 200,000 
Cotton Waste Blankets 
Bids for 200,000 cotton waste blankets 
are invited by the Civil Supplies Man- 
agement Board, Rangoon, the Bureal 
of Foreign Commerce has reported. 
The invitation covers 100,000 blankets 
each of 46- by 72-inch and 52- by 80- 
inch size. Shipment of 20,000 of each 
size are to be made monthly, starting in 
May and ending in September. 
Firm c. & f. Rangoon quotations 
should reach the Civil Supplies Manage- 
ment Board, 77/91 Sule Pagoda Road, 
Rangoon, by 12 noon, April 24. 
Conditions of the contract are avail- 
able on loan from BFC’s Trade Develop- 
ment Division, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 
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NEW OPPORTUNITIES 
‘FOR WORLD TRADE 
ao 


The firms and individuals named in 
the following lists have expressed in- 
terest in establishing new business con- 
nections in the United States. 

While every effort is made to include 
only firms or individuals of good repute, 
the U. S. Department of Commerce 
cannot assume responsibility for any 
transactions undertaken with these 
firms. The usual precautions should be 
taken; all transactions are subject to 
prevailing laws and regulations in this 
country and abroad. 

When available, supplementary infor- 
mation as indicated by symbol (*) may 
be obtained on loan by firms domiciled 
in the United States from the Trade 
Opportunity Section, Trade Develop- 
ment Division, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C. Requests for loan 
material should include the commodity 
as well as the foreign firm’s name and 
address. 


IMPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Alcoholic Beverages 
France 


Pierre Borie (producer, wholesaler, 
exporter), 40 rue Poyerme, Bordeaux, 
Gironde, wishes to export direct to U. S. 
wine importers, except in California 
where already represented, large quan- 
tity of good to highest quality bordeaux 
wines, red and white, in glass bottles, of 
current, classified, and vintage qualities. 
Pricelist. available.* 

Michet Becot (manufacturer of auto- 
motive equipment and accessories; pro- 
ducers, exporters, wholesaler of boreaux 
wines), Chateau La Carte, Saint-Emi- 
lion, Gironde, wishes to export direct or 




















Iraq Ministry Invites 
Road Construction. Bids 


Bids are invited by the Republic of 
Iraq for construction of Baghdad-Kir- 
kuk road, the Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce has reported. 

The work, including asphalt pave- 
ment, culverts, and bridges, will be un- 
der 2 contracts of about 43.5 miles each. 

Bids must be submitted separately 
for each contract by 12 noon, local time, 
June 10, to Director General, Legal Af- 
fairs and Contracts, Ministry of Devel- 
opment, Southgate, Baghdad, Contrac- 
tors may bid on one or both jobs. Bid 
documents may be obtained from the 
given address at $113 for each set (not 
returnable). 

Bid documents may be inspected at 
the Embassy of Iraq, 2135 Wyoming 
Avenue NW., Washington, D. C. 
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through agent very good to highest 
quality vintage and classified red wines, 
Bordeaux region, in glass bottles. Photo- 
graphs available.* 

Distillerie de Matha (producer, whole- 
saler, exporter of cognac brandy and 
liqueurs), Matha, pres Cognac, Cha- 
rente, wishes to export direct to United 
States except Illinois where already 
represented—but will consider agent— 
very good quality cognac and other 
French brandies in glass bottles and 
fancy containers—liquéeurs Angelica, 
etc. Firm also has representatives in 
Puerto Rico and Virgin Islands. Set of 
photographs available.* 

Etablissements Raissac (Distillerie de 
la Montagne Noire) (distiller, whole- 
saler, exporter), Boite Postale No. 28, 
Revel, Haute-Garonne, wishes to export 
direct or through agent very good qual- 
ity de luxe liqueurs and brandies, includ- 
ing creme de prunelle, cherry brandy, 
peppermint, cacao a la vanille; also 
armagnac. 


Chinaware 
France 


Gout de Ville S.A.R.L. (manufacturer, 
exporter, wholesaler), 9, place des Vos- 
ges—Paris IV’, wishes to export direct 
or through representative artistic china- 
ware including fancy articles, sundries, 
and reproductions of old chinaware 
styles. 


Cork and Cork Products 
Portugal 


OXIDEX, Productos Industriais, de F. 
da MOTA, Jr. (importer, export mer- 
chant, and manufacturer of textile gum), 
36-D Rua Marques de Alorna, Lisbon, 
wishes to export direct or through agent 
reasonable quantity all grades of cork 
and cerk products. 


Essence, Jasmine 
Italy : 


INDUSTRIE Agricole Meridionali del 
Dr. Corrado Lutri (manufacturer, ex- 
porter of essential oils from flowers and 
aromatic plants), 41 Via Garibaldi, Avola 
(Siracusa), wishes to export direct and 
according to request jasmine essence. 


Flags 
Turkey 


Bayrak Komandit Sirketi (manufac- 
turer), P.O. Box 1015 Galata, Istanbul, 
wishes to export direct or through agent 
100% wool American flags to conform 
to U.S. buyer’s standards. 


Flavorings 
France 


Maison Rene Pecner Fils (producer, 
wholesaler, exporter), 2 rue du Sablon, 
Cognac, Charente, wishes to export pref- 
erably direct but will consider through 
agent large quantities of pure sugar 
syrups in lemon, grenadine, orgeat, and 
other flavors under the trade name Rex 
in glass bottles of 1 liter or 75 centiliters 
each; pure sugar solid caramel for color- 
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World Trade Directory 
_ Reports Available 
= World Trade Directory reports = 
on private foreign firms or indi- © 
* viduals mentioned in the World =. 

Trade Leads and Investment Op-. ® 
portunities departments of For- © 
eign Commerce Weekly are avail- = 
able to qualified U. S. firms—or © 
will be prepared on request— © 
through the Commercial Intelli- * 
gence Division, Bureau of Foreign © 
Commerce, U. S. Department of © 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C., © 
for $1 each. The reports also may # 
be obtained through the Depart- #% 
ment’s Field Offices. #3 

Requests for these reports © 
should include the names and ad- © 
dresses of the firms or individ- ® 
uals. ° . 
* The information given in a © 
= World Trade Directory report = 
-. usually includes lines of goods © 
handled, operation methods, size & 
- of business, capital, sales volume, © 
* trade and financial reputation, and * 
= other pertinent business informa- # 
> tion. 


ing spirituous liquors, etc, in containers 
of 10 or 25 liters each, for utilization in 
preparation and ageing of brandies and 
spirits. 


Foodstuffs 
France 


Etablissements Gabriel Rouse (packer, 
wholesaler, exporter of canned food 
products), Limogne, Lot, wishes to ex- 
port direct or through regional agents, 
except in State of New York where 
already represented, very good quality 
canned food products, including truffled 
goose liver, Perigord truffles, pork liver 
paste, and turkey pastry with geose 
liver and truffles. 


Italy 


La Gragnanese, s.p.a. (manufacturer), 
Via S. Siro 76, Piacenza, wishes to ex- 
port direct or through agent canned 
tomato paste and peeled tomatoes. 


Fountain Pens 
Italy 


-Luigi Pagliero & Figli (manufacturer, 
exporter, wholesaler), 3/5 Via Italia, 
Settimo Torinese (Turin Province), 
wishes to export direct or through agent, 
any quantity of high-grade fountain 
pens. 


Fruit Juice 
Italy 

Azienda Agricola & Saline—Giuseppe 
Amodeo & F. (manufacturer, ex- 


porter), 35 Via Fardella, Trapani, Sjcily, 
wishes to export direct about 1,000 met- 
ric tons of juice from white grapes, 
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PRPPPPAPPPPAPAPPPPAPAPAPAIAIIIIIIYVSS 
Tuna Freezing Plant 
Planned in Angola 


Igino Mazzola, S.P.A. a large 
Genoa fish preserving and canning 
firm, is planning to construct, prob- 
ably in the fall of 1959, a fish pre- 
serving plant in Angola, and would 
like to have a complete refrigera- 
tion unit for the plant supplied by 
a U. S. firm. 


The plant would have a storage 
capacity of 300 metric tons of frozen 
tuna and a quick freezing tunnel for 
processing 10 to 15 metric tons 
daily. 

U. S. firms interested in partici- 
pating in this project should express 
their interest to the firm’s manager, 
Dottore Pietro Licheri, Igino Maz- 
zola S.P.A., 20 Via Gramci, Genoa, 
Italy. 


PRPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPP FAAP IIIA 


treated with carbonic anhydride to pre- 
vent fermentation—20 to 24 degrees 
Baume density at 60° F. 


Gift Articles 
Italy 


VICTORY (agent, wholesaler, retail- 
er), 33 Via S. Francesco d’Assisi, Turin, 
wishes to export direct any quantity of 
ladies’ handbags of high-grade leather, 
straw, and fancy fabrics, Photographs 
available.* ° 


Handicraft 
Nigeria 

LAGOS Association of Benin Carvers 
(manufacturer, exporter), 16 Tinubu 
St., Lagos, wishes to export preferably 
direct but will consider through agent 
moderate quantities of ebony carvings 
of table lamps, paper knives, elephant 
heads, etc. Pricelist and photographs 
available.* 


Machinery 
Italy . 
EXACTA—Officina Meccanica Spe- 
cializzata (manufacturer), Brignano 


Gera d’Adda (Bergamo), wishes to ex- 
port direct 60 monthly of link knitting 
machines. Catalog available.* 


Metgl 
England 

Watts & Nephew, Ltd. (manufactur- 
er), Allcock St., Birmingham 9, wishes 
to export direct 10 tons monthly cold 
rolled brass and copper strip up to 12 
in, wide and down to .003 in. thick. 


Plastic Letters 


France 


Atelier Hor (manufacturer, whole- 
saler, exporter of plastic signs), 22 Ave- 
nue Charles-Floquet, Biarritz, Basses- 
Pyrenees, wishes to export direct plastic 


letters and numbers used in display 
signs. Samples and illustrative and de- 
scriptive literature in English & French 
available.* 


Raw Cotton, Egyptian 


Egypt 

Mahmoud Ismail (exporter), 9, Sesos- 
tris St., Alexandria, wishes to export 
through agent unlimited quantity of 
Egyptian raw cotton. 


Religious Goods 
Germany 


Fritz Iding & Co. (manufacturer, ex- 
porter), 75 Rheinstrasse, Kevelaer/ 
Ndrh., wishes to export direct religious 
goods. Catalog available.* 

Shoes and Shoe Ornaments 


Italy 


L, Galletto & Co. (export merchant), 
Via F,. Gabba 1, Milan, wishes to ex- 
port direct leather shoes for men, 
women, and children. 


France 

Comptoir des Nouveautes Mondiales 
(manufacturer), 278 Ave. de la Cape- 
lette, Marseille, wishes to export direct 
metal buckles and ornaments for shoes. 


Steel Products 
France 


Usine Metallurgique de Domine 
(manufacturer, wholesaler, exporter of 
steel collars for scaffolding units; also 
of cutlery, files, and rasps), Domine, par 
Naintre, Vienne, wishes to export direct 
very good quality steel collars for tu- 
bular scaffolds, permanent, portable, or 
collapsible. 


Styluses, Sapphire 
Netherlands 


Handelsonderneming OORT (manu- 
facturer, wholesaler), 162 Kanaalstraat, 
Amsterdam, wishes to export direct 
20,000 monthly sapphire styluses. 
Samples available. 


Textiles 
Israel 


Israel Mastercraft (exporter), P. O. 
Box 181, Ramat-Gan, wishes to export 
direct necktie brocades of acetate and 
viscose in attractive patterns, 2-yard 
pieces. 

Portugal 

Ceppas & Antunes, Lda. (wholesaler, 
exporter), 84-2°. Rua dos Fanqueiros, 
Lisbon, wishes to export direct or 
through agent reasonable quantities, all 
qualities of cotton, woolen, and other 
textiles, especially cotton piece goods, 
and cotton items of apparel, 

Toys 
Italy 

Energea S.r.). (export merchant), 
Corso Vittorio Emanuele 37/B, Milan, 
wishes to export direct or through agent 
100,000 units monthly of model toys in- 


cludirfg trucks, tanks, and jeeps. Catalog 
in Italian available.* 


Transformers 
Germany 

Barth & Pohl KG. (manufacturer, 
wholesaler), Priorei/Westf.,~ desires to 
export direct or through agent unlimited 
quantity of 180-a. welding transformers, 


Illustrative and descriptive literature 
available.* 


Import Agency Opportunities 





Watches 
France 

A. Mayani (manufacturer), 49 rye 
d’Aubagne, Marseille, 1, seeks U. § 


agents, preferrably in Indiana, Ohio, 
New York, Pennsylvania, Minnesota, 
Georgia, Oklahoma, and Washington, 
for 2,000 monthly of wristwatches for 
men and women, 


Weaving Looms 


Netherlands 
Wed. J.B. Vinks N.V. (manufacturer, 
exporter, wholesaler), 32 Heuvelstraat, 


Tilburg, wishes to appoint agents in 
various parts of the United States for 
sale of hand weaving looms to depart. 
ment stores, needlework stores, insti- 
tutes for handicapped and mentally 
defective persons, rehabilitation centers, 
and United Nations agencies to aid 
underdeveloped areas. 


EXPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Automotive Equipment 
Turkey 

Maurice Danon (commission agent for 
manufacturers and exporters handling a 
variety of raw and finished goods, in- 
cluding raw rubber, wool, chemicals, 
plastics, yarns, and textiles), 26/27 Men- 
se Han, Tahtakale, Istanbul, wishes to 
purchase direct and act as commission 
agent for all or part of Turkey for high- 
quality parts and equipment for all 
standard type American automotive 
vehicles, 





Books 


Union of South Africa 

Adams & Co., Ltd. (book store selling 
also office furniture and equipment, and 
stationery), 341 West St., Durban, wishes 
to purchase direct books, literature and 
technical. Firm is interested’ in obtain- 
ing services of an organization that will 
buy and export books for its account 
at its request, 


Construction Machinery 
Netherlands 


Inbuhama, N.V., Ingeniersbureau en 
Handelmaatschappij v/h W.F. Stuart 
(importing distributor, manufacturer's 
agent), 1 Esperantolaan, Arnhem, wishes 
to purchase direct and seeks agency on 
an exclusive basis for machinery for the 
building trades, 

Syria 

Abdul Rahman Zizan (importing dis- 

tributor), P.O. Box 664, Bustan Gul-Ab 
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st. Aleppo, wishes to purchase direct 
a general line of road construction ma- 


ehinery- . 
Fats, Oils, Waxes 
Chile 
Sociedad Chilena de Exportaciones e 
Importaciones—SOCHILEX = (importer, 
manufacturer, agent), Huerfanos 979, 
Of. 601, Santiago, wishes to purchase 
direct the following raw materials for 
industries: 100 tons of tallow, melting 
int 42° F.; 100 tons of edible lard; and 
100 tons of paraffin, 1% oil maximum, 
white, semirefined. 


furniture 


Italy 

Michele Torregrossa fu Salvatore (im- 
porter, retailer, wholesaler, agent), 16 
Via Puglisi Giannone, Caltanissetta, Si- 
cily, wishes to purchase direct and seeks 
agency for metal kitchen furniture, Cat- 
alogs desired by firm, 


Gammascope 
Germany 

Huettenwerk Rheinhausen AG. (man- 
ufancturer, exporter of iron and steel 
products), Rheinhausen, wishes to pur- 
chase direct a gammascopic device to 
detect defects in pipes and semiproducts 
while still hot from rolling. 


Gems 
Germany 


Walter Braecher (importer, wholee 
saler, exporter), 179 Hauptstrasse, Idar- 
Oberstein 2, wishes to purchase direct 
strontium titanate (synthetic precious 
stone). 

Ludwig Mayer (importer, exporter, 
wholesaler, manufacturer), 268 Haupt- 
strasse, Idar-Oberstein 1, wishes to pur- 
chase direct best-quality raw precious 
and semiprecious stones of all types 
suitable for jewelry, as well as best- 
quality synthetic precious stones, includ- 
ing rubies, sapphires, and emeralds. 


Horns 
Israel 
Israel Mastercraft (manufacturer, ex- 
porter), P.O. Box 181, Ramat-Gan, 


wishes to purchase sheep horns, white 
cleanéd, without headbones, not broken, 
and in lengths of 4 fists up. 


Industrial Machinery 
Argentina 

G. Heriberto Grenzdorfer (manufac- 
turer’s agent), Arcos 2340, Buenos Aires, 
wishes to purchase direct and seeks 
agency for machinery for making envel- 
opes, paper bags, paper napkins, etc. 
India 

Ajitsaria Iron & Steel Works (manu- 
facturer), 1A Vansittart.Row, Calcutta 
1, wishes to purchase direct machinery 
for the manufacture of hand-operated 
and electrically operated cranes, lifts, 
and freight elevators in technical collab- 
oration with manufacturer. 
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Jewelry 
Jamaica 


Jamaica Overseas Agencies (commis- 
sion merchant, sales agent), 88 King 
St., Kingston, wishes to purchase direct 
and seeks agency for costume jewelry. 


Machine Tools 
England 


Soag Machine Tools, Ltd. (importing 
distributor), Juxon St., Lambeth, Lon- 
don, S.E. 11, wishes to purchase direct 
and/or obtain agency for metal working 
machine tools. Firm reportedly has ex- 
tensive warehouse and showroom facili- 
ties. 


Italy 

Rag. Antonino Scarfi (wholesaler, 
agent), 51 Via Ugo Bassi, Messina, Si- 
cily, wishes to purchase direct and seeks 
agency for tools and machine tools for 
mechanical workshops. 


Novelties 


Union of South Africa 


Harry Coll & Co. (Pty.), Ltd. (import- 
er, wholesaler handling crockery, glass- 
ware, and fancy goods), P.O. Box 5271, 
Johannesburg, wishes to purchase direct 
and seeks distributorship for fancy 
goods, functional items for the home, 
kitchen novelties, and gadgets. 


Raw Materials 
Netherlands 


Inbuhama, N.V., Ingenieursbureau en 
Handelmaatschappij v/h W.F. Stuart 
(importing distributor, manufacturer’s 
agent), 1 Esperantolaan, Arnhem, wishes 
to purchase direct and seeks agency on 
an exclusive basis for industrial raw 


materials, including’ cellulose, ores, 
barytes, and bentonite. 

Textiles 

Jamaica 


Jamaica Overseas Agencies (commis- 
sion merchant, sales agent), 88 King 
St., Kingston, wishes to purchase direct 
and seeks agency for shirting and cotton 
materials. 


Tires and Tubes 
lran 


Mesbah Co., Ltd. (importer, exporter, 
general merchant), P.O. Box 215, Teh- 
ran, wishes to purchase direct on princi- 
pal to principal basis motor vehicle tires 
and tubes. 


AGENCY OPPORTUNITIES 


Chemicals 


Italy 

Francesco Linner (importing distribu- 
tor of industrial chemical products), 
17 Via G.E. Pestalozzi, Milan, seeks 
agency for carbon black, pigments for 
lacquers and paints, and titanium white. 

Mattai del Moro S.p.a. (importing 
distributor), 1 Piazzale Costantino 
Nigra, Milan, seeks agency for pigments 
and plastics for the paint indu&try, as 
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lraq Invites Bids 
For Supplies 


Bids are invited until May 6 by 
the Director General of Contracts 
and Purchases of the Ministry of 
Defense, Republic of Iraq, for mis- 
cellaneous supplies for the Ministry 
of Defense. Included are laboratory 
and ancilliary equipment and the 
equipment and raw materials need- 
ed for a batteries factory.—Bid No. 
1959/Prod/2. 

Copies of the bid invitations and 
technical specifications are avail- 
able on loan from the Trade Devel- 
opment Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 


PRPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPP SAP ASSA 


well as for chemical products for the 
plastic industry. 


Cosmetics 
Italy 


Stenos Tanzini (importing distributor 
of toilet preparations), 5 Piazza Bor- 
romeo, Milan, seeks agency for cos- 
metics. 


Venezuela 

Distribuidora Medicamental S.A. (im- 
porting distributor, manufacturer's 
agent, manufacturer), 45 San Luis a 
Santa Isabel, San Jose, Aptdo. 1251, 
Caracas, seeks agency for distribution 
of cosmetics and hair treatment tinc- 
tures. 


Electronic Equipment 
Italy 


Compagnia Generale Radiofonica (im- 
porting distributor, wholesaler of radio 
and TV sets and components, household 
electrical appliances), 1 Piazza Bert- 
arelli, Milan,- seeks agency for radio 
tubes, and components for high-fidelity 
electronic equipment. 


Fibers 
Italy 
Enrico Tavola (importing distributor), 


3 Via Mulino delle Armi, Milan, seeks 
agency for synthetic fibers. 


Foodstuffs 
Germany 


Dekage Handels Aktiengesellschaft 
(manufacturer’s agent, commission mer- 
chant, broker), 5 Moenkedamm, Ham- 
burg 11, seeks agency from U. S. man- 
ufacturers for frozen pork and beef, 
frozen pork livers, canned corned beef, 
frozen turkeys and chicken. 


Venezuela 

Noveco, C.A. (manufacturer’s agent), 
Edificio Venadria, Avenida Andres Bello, 
Aptdo. 9330, Caracas, seeks agency for 


Fresh fruit, fresh eggs, and canned food- 
stuffs. 
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WORLD TRADE LEADS 








Forest Products 
Germany 


O. Wanderer (manufacturer's agent, 
broker), 3a Schillingskoppel, Hamburg- 
Sasel, seeks agency for long-leaf pitch 
pine logs and kiln dried saps, boards, 
and planks, and poplar and ash logs. 


industrial Machinery 
Argentina 


G. Heriberto Grenzdorfer (manufac- 
turer’s agent), Arcos 2340, Buenos Aires, 
seeks agency for machinery and equip- 
ment for all types of printing processes, 
paper packaging, and papermill ma- 
chinery. 


Newsprint and Paper 
Argentina 


G. Heriberto Grenzdorfer (manufac- 
turer’s. agent), Arcos 2340, Buenos Aires, 
seeks agency for Argentina for news- 
print and paper. 

Textiles 
Belgium 

Andre Van Der Mersch (importer, 
agent), 17 rue des Taxandres, Brussels, 
seeks agency from U. S. manufacturers 
of nylon taffetas, rayon and nylon 
piece goods, elastic fabrics, printed ny- 
lon taffeta, flocked nylon, marquisettes, 
and sheer nylon, 


Toilet Goods 


Italy 

Nicola D’Amato (importing. distrib- 
utor), 11 Via Paolo da Cannobio, Milan, 
seeks agency for cleansing tissues. 


Waxes 


Italy 

Giuseppe Cambiaghi di Elia Cam- 
biaghi & Co. (importing distributor of 
industrial chemical products), 15 Via 
Aldo Manunzio, Milan, seeks agency for 
petroleum, microcrystalline and syn- 
thetic waxes, 





FOREIGN 
VISITORS 











Brazil 

Geraldo Pinto Maia, representing In- 
dustrias de Escovas Alfa S/A (manu- 
facturer of brushes for clothes, hair, 
and teeth), Travessa Jacare 86/92, Rio 
de Janeiro, is interested in purchase of 
machinery, and visiting brush factories 
and retail stores. Was scheduled to ar- 
rive early in April via New York for a 
30-day visit. U. S. address not given. 
Itinerary undetermined until after 
arrival. 


Chile 

Edgar Schmidt Hebbel, representing 
Compania de Gas de Valparaiso, and 
Compania Industrial y de Gas de Anto- 
fagasta, Casilla 185-V, Valparaiso, is 
interested in visiting liquid gas distribu- 
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tors and gas works using coal, and seeks 
technical information. Scheduled to 
arrive the second half of April via San 
Francisco for a 4-week visit. U. S. 
address: c/o Edgar Fram, Bank of 
America, San Francisco, Calif. Itiner- 
ary: San Francisco, Denver, Chicago, 
Cleveland, New York, and Miami. 


England 

Mr. and Mrs. E. Hacker, representing 
Erica Products, Ltd., 147-149 Kensal 
Road, London, W. 10, is interested in 
babywear production and distribution 
methods, also export and import pos- 
sibilities. Scheduled to arrive April 13 
via New York for a 7-week visit. U. S. 
address: c/o Julius Maier, Apt. No, 14E, 
215 W. 92d St., New York 25, N.Y. 
Itinerary: New York; Washington, April 
27-29; Los Angeles, May 3-10; San 
Francisco, May 11-14; Denver; Phila- 
delphia; and Chicago. 

Ralph S. Pearce, representing R. S. 
Pearce & Co., Ltd. (owner of automo- 
bile garage with parking facilities), 
11-19 Cornwall St. Birmingham 3, is 
interested in the development of aute- 
mobile parking facilities in the United 
States, and seeks technical information 
on methods and means of parking auto- 
mobiles in use. Scheduled to arrive 
April 14 via Detroit for a 10-day visit. 
U.S. address: c/o the British Consulate 
General, 99 Park Ave., New York 16, 
N.Y, itinerary: Detroit, Chicago, Phila- 
delphia, Pittsburgh, Washington, and 
New York. 

T.J. Angus Shearer, representing the 
London Press Exchange, Ltd. 110 St. 
Martin’s Lane, London, W.C. 2, is inter- 
ested in making a fact-finding tour, 
meeting sales executives of companies 
selling to the grocery and allied trades, 
and to attend the Internatidnal Adver- 
tising. Association Annual Conference, 
New York, April 20-30. Scheduled to 
arrive April 17 via New York for a 4- 
to 5-week visit. U. S. address not given. 
Itinerary: New York, Chicago, and San 
Francisco, 


ireland, Northern 


Neville W. Duncan, representing York 
Street Flax Spinning Co., Ltd., Henry 
St., Belfast, is interested in agency for 
the sale of linen threads to boot and 
shoe manufacturers and/or repair trade, 
and other trades using linen threads. 
Scheduled to arrive April 7 via New 
York for a 4-to-6-week visit. U.S. ad- 
dress: c/o York Street Flax Spinning 
Co., Inc., 53 West 23d St., New York 
10, N.Y.; Statler Hotel, Chicago, IIL; 
and Statler Hotel, Boston, Mass. Itin- 
erary: New York, Chicago, and Boston. 


Italy 

Dott. Raffaele Palieri, representing 
ISO, s.p.a. Automotoveicoli, Via Vittorio 
Veneto, Bresso (Milan Prov.), is inter- 
ested in appointing a distributor for the 
sale of Italian motorscooters for the 
U. S. market, Scheduled to arrive April 
15 via @ew York for a month’s visit. 
U.S. address: c/o Hotel Ambassador, 


i 


Park Ave. & 5ist St., New York, Ny 
Itinerary: New York, Chicago, and Sap 
Francisco, 


Sweden 


Goran Olof Uddenberg, representing 
R. Soderberg & Co. Aktiebolag, and its 
subsidiary AB Vacuum-Extractor, 13 
Drottninggatan, Goteborg C, is intey. 
ested in establishing trade contact with 
U. S. firms specialized in hospital treat. 
ment and surgical instruments, ang 
seeks technical information. Was sched. 
uled to arrive April 1 via New York for 
a 5-week visit. U. S. address: c/o Went. 
worth Hotel, 59 W. 46th St., New York 
N. Y. Itinerary: New York, Atlantic 
City, Washington, Miami, Houston, Logs 
Angeles, San Francisco, Chicago, and 
Buffalo (N.Y.), 


Thailand 


Sahat Mahaguna, President, Chinese 
Chamber of Commerce, Sathorn Road, 
Bangkok, is interested in small-scale 
manufacturing, such as electric light 
bulbs, tubes, small electric equipment, 
batteries; rubber goods, bean-castor and 
sesame oil, plastics, textiles, furniture, 
and fish canning, and seeks technical 
information, Was scheduled to arrive 
April 4 via San Francisco for a 60- 
day visit. U.S. address: c/o Interna- 
tional Educational Exchange Service, 
U. S. Department of State, Washington 
25, D. C. Itinerary: Principal cities in 
the United States. 





Brazilian Economic .. . 

(Continued from page 11) 
would be authorized to import petro 
leum by products in such amounts and 
types as it might indicate. The effect 
this will have on the present import 
and distribution system now handled by 
private oil companies will not be -known 
until further actions of the Petroleum 
Council are announced, 


An announcement also was made that 
the exchange quotas for the import of 
books, magazines, and periodicals would 
be cut for the remainder of 1959. Im- 
ports in 1958 probably amounted to as 
much as US$12 million. Brazil pur- 
chases books and periodicals: principally 
from France, Portugal, and the United 
States. 


On February Ist, in a ceremony held 
at Acalandia in Maranhao, President 
Kubitschek marked the meeting of the 
northern and _ southern’ construction 
groups cutting through the jungles to 
establish the route for the Brasilia/Be- 
lem highway. The 2,200-kilometer road, 
which will be the northern segment of 
route BR-14, the “Transbrasiliana” run- 
ning north and south through the mid- 
dle of Brazil to the Uruguayan border, 
is scheduled for completion by April 
1960.—U, S. Embassy, Rio de Janeiro. 





Pan American Week, April 12-18 
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INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES 





—— 


Supermart Know-How 


Wanted in Libya 


A Libyan businessman, Siddiq Mun- 
tassir, is interested in attracting pri- 
yate U. S. capital participation and 
technical know-how for the establish- 
ment and operation of a supermarket 
for Tripoli, Libya. 

The proposed new company will be 
organized on a joint-venture basis in 
cooperation with Mr. Muntassir and his 
associates, owners of a local soap man- 
yfacturing firm, Hag Mahmud & Ahmed 
E. Bedri. Negotiation with U. S. firm 
now operating a supermarket is pri- 
marily desired. 

The Libyan businessmen offer to pro- 
vide the bulk of the investment, in the 
form of real estate and equity capital, 
while the U. S. investor is expected to 
provide technical know-how for the 
initial operation of the plant, and in- 
vestment of either equity capital or 
goods at wholesale prices. 


The industrial section of Tripoli has 
been chosen as the proposed site, which, 
according to the Libyans, will be de- 
signed to American specifications, if de- 
sired. 

Mr. Muntassir, a former Governor of 
Tripolitania, and former Libyan Am- 
bassador to the United States, indicates 
the establishment of a supermarket in 
the area is warranted, to cater to the 
local needs of the populace, resident 
foreigners, and particularly the petro- 
leum exploration companies’ personnel 
and their dependents, 

Interested firms are invited to corres- 
pond with Siddiq Muntassir, Hag 
Mahmud & Ahmed El Bedri, 24 De- 
cembre Street, 135, Tripoli, Libya. 


Research, Defense Production 
Industries Wanted in Ottawa 


The Ottawa Industrial Commission is 
interested in attracting private foreign 
investment for the establishment of 
technological research industries and 
for the manufacture of scientific instru- 
ments. 


Of primary interest is the establish- 
ment in Ottawa of firms engaged in 
applied science research and the pro- 
duction of rocket and missile compon- 
ents, 

The Commission js particularly in- 

terested in negotiating with U. S. firms 
manufacturing automotive parts, air- 
craft parts, chemicals, electronic, engi- 
neering, and marine parts, heat-treat- 
ment facilities, etc. 
-Interested firms are invited to :oa- 
Tespond with R. Bullock, Industrial 
Commissioner, Ottawa Industrial Com- 
mission, Corporation of the City of 
Ottawa, Canaaa. 
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Six Belgian Proposals Offer Licensing 
And Other Investment Opportunities 


Six proposals from Belgium offer U. S. investors opportunities to 
introduce their products on the Belgian market, enter into licensing or 
working agreements, and/or establish manufacturing: facilities either in 
cooperation with local firms, or through the purchase or lease of indus- 
trial sites for the establishment of new industries. 


Interested firms are invited to direct 
correspondence to the addresses given. 
Supplemental data are available for re- 
view on loan from the Investment De- 
velopment Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C., as indi- 
cated by a symbol (*). 


e@ Eau-Gaz-Electricite & Applications, 
S.A. (E.G.E.A.), of 140 rue de Stalle, 
Brussels 18, manufacturer and exporter 
of water, gas, and electricity meters, 
accounting machines, stainless steel 
tubing, etc., wishes to expand and di- 
versify its activities through a licensing 
arrangement with a U. S. firm. 

E.G.E.A. is particularly interested in 
utilizing its facilities for the manufac- 
ture and distribution throughout Bel- 
gium and the European Common Mar- 
ket areas of U. S. control instruments, 
electric, electronic, and mechanical 
equipment including circulating pumps 
for central heating, burners for boilers, 
domestic appliances such as _ toasters, 
and ammunition parts—fuses for artil- 
lery shells, rockets, bombs, etc. 

The company reportedly has well 
equipped factories and administrative 
buildings covering an extensive area, 
with good transportation and commu- 
nication facilities, 

The Government's stated policy, ac- 
cording to the firm, is to permit remit- 
tances of current earnings without re- 
strictions. 

Plant facilities include electric and 
electronic devices, automatic and semi- 
automatic cutting lathes, departments 
for tool-making, warm die castings, 
seamless cold-drawn stainless steel 
tubes, tinning, molding for nonferrous 
metals and plastics materials, general 
galvanizing, etc. 

E.G.E.A. maintains a staff force of 

*750 persons, including experienced de- 
sign and research technicians.* 

@ A large industrial property site, 
formerly used for the manufacture of 
celluloid toilet articles and similar prod- 
ucts, is being offered for outright sale 
to a U. S. firm contemplating the es- 
tablishment of manufacturing opera- 
tions in Belgium. 

The owners, P. Colin & Cie. S.A.,, 
of rue Cornefin, Peruwelz, now in liqui- 
dation, wish to sell the plant for ap- 
proximately 1,350 million Belgian francs 
(50 Belgian francs=US$1). 

Located at Peruwelz, a town of 
about 9,000 inhabitants, the property 





reportedly covers 6,900 square meters. 
The Colin Co. indicates the property, 
which includes a large manufacturing 
area and is designated by the firm as 
plots 2 and 3, can be sold in separate 
plots if preferred. Plot 2 covers 4,100 
square meters and plot 3 covers 2,800 
square meters. 

The sites are located near the rail- 
road station and the new Nimy-Pe- 
ronnes (Hainaut Province) canal.* 

e@ U. S. firms contemplating the es- 
tablishment of branch operations or 
subsidiaries in Belgium, particularly in 
the Belgian Ardennes, are invited to 
submit their proposals to the mayor, L. 
Rhode, Bourgmestre, Tenneville. 

The Belgian Ardennes, a town 50 
miles from Liege, in the Province of 
Luxembourg, reportedly offers attrac- 
tive prospects for the establishment of 
any industrial enterprise. Potential 
U. S. investors are offered choice in- 
dustrial sites for sale or lease, advice, 
and all possible assistance from the 
mayor. 

@ The mayor of Chapelle-lez-Herlai- 
mont, in the Province of Hainaut, about 
20 miles southeast of Mons, also has 
announced the availability of industrial 
property, 

U. S. firms interested in establish- 
ing branch plants in Belgium are of- 
fered property situated near the Bas- 
coup railroad station, adequate labor, 
sufficient water, and good communica- 
tion facilities, About 202 acres of in- 
dustrial land are said to be available 
for the establishment of any type of 
industrial enterprise, The business area 
also is said to be adaptable for com- 
mercial warehouses, refrigeration plants, 
etc. 

To encourage industrial development 
in the Province of Hainaut, a com- 
munity of 9,227 inhabitants, Govern- 
ment officials offer new industries a 3- 
year holiday from company taxes.* 

e@ S. A. La Turnhoutoise, 4 Courte rue 
Vianen, Turnhout, is interested in con- 
cluding a licensing or working agree- 
ment with a U. S. firm seeking manu- 
facturing facilities in Belgium for the 
production of consumer goods. 

An old established company manu- 
facturing and exporting coated papers, 
playing cards and articles of paper and 
cardboard, the firm would like to di- 
versify its activities to include the 


(Continued on page 23) 
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Argentine Investment Leads Cited 


Four proposals from Argentina offer 
U. S. firms a variety of opportunities 
for investment in chemicals, aluminum, 
solvay, caustic soda, drugs, plastics, in- 
dustrial property, hotel-clinic, etc. 

@ The Secretariat of Economic and 
Social Affairs of the Office of the Presi- 
dent of the Argentine Republic is in- 
viting applications from UV, S. investors 
for the establishment and operation of 
manufacturing plants in Argentina to 
produce aluminum, solvay, and caustic 
soda. 

Bids may be submitted until April 
30 to the Presidencia de la Nacion— 
Secretaria de Relaciones Economico 
Sociales—Departmento de Inversiones 
Extranjeras, Avda. Julio A. Roca 651, 
2do. piso, Buenos Aires, Argentina. 


A brief guide outlining the basic data 
required of American firms contemplat- 
ing investment in that country is 
available for review on loan from the 
Investment Development Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 
a 2. 6 

@ U. S. firms contemplating the es- 
tablishment of industrial enterprises in 
Argentina will find of interest a pro- 
posal proffered by the firm, Sociedad 
Mixta Siderurgia Argentina. 

Engaged in the manufacture of crude 
semifinished and finished steel, Sociedad 
Mixta Siderurgia Argentina recently 
constructed a new integrated steel mill 
at San Nicolas, in the Province of Bue- 
nos Aires. To utilize the byproducts of 
the new plant—known as General Savio 
—the firm seeks the collaboration of 
a U. S. company interested in estab- 
lishing certain basic industries. 


The byproducts of the new plant. 
which will be available at the end of 
1959, can be used in the local manu- 
facture of drugs, plastics, phenol, col- 
oring materials, etc, According to the 
firm, a ready market exists for these 
products throughout Argentina. 

As outlined under the new investment 
law, the Argentine Republic looks fav- 
orably upon the establishment of new 
industries, and expansion in existing in- 
dustries, for the economic development 
of the country. 

Interested firms are invited to cor- 
respond with Sociedad Mixta Siderurgia 
Argentina, Belgrano 1613, Buenos Aires, 
Argentina, 

® U. S. private capital investment is 
sought by an Argentine group, Ambas- 
sador Hotel Establecimiento Clinico 
Termal S. A., for the establishment and 
operation of a combined hotel-ther- 
mal baths clinic to be located in Las 
Termas de Rio Hondo, Province of San- 
tiago del Estero, 

The proposed project, said to be the 
first of its kind in Argentina, requires 
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approximately US$30,000 for 
operating costs, etc. 

The group reportedly has purchased 
a 55-room hotel, with equipment, in La 
Termas de Rio Hondo. The building, 
said to be 3 years old, requires some 
renovation and modification. Accord- 
ing to the firm, the clinic will be staffed 
by physicians and medical technicians 
specializing in thermal bath treat- 
ments using hot water from springs 
reported to exist in the area. 

A resume of the froject, in Spanish, 
is available for review on loan from 
the Investment Development Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. 
Department of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C. Interested firms also are in- 
vited to address inquiries to the group’s 
general secretary and accountant, Cont. 
Lorenzo J. Vattuone, Calle Olazabal 
1974, Buenos Aires, Argentina. 

@ Industrial property covering an 
area of 93,000 hectares of land in the 
eastern section of San Juan Province 
is offered for sale to a U. S. firm in- 
terested in establishing manufacturing 
facilities in Argentina. The property 
is being offered at 160 Argentine pesos 


initial 


a hectare by the manager, Manuel Cas- * 


tano Garcia. (67 pesos = approximately 
US$1 at the current rate of exchange). 

The property, known as Estable ci- 
miento San Carlos, located between the 
cities. of San Juan and Cardoba, con- 
sists of 30,000 hectares of unexplored 
forests, 33,000 hectares of exploited 
forests and open land, and 30,000 hec- 
tares of hills or sierras. Said to be 
suitable for any type of industrial un- 
dertaking, the land is particularly suit- 
able for agricultural development and 
mineral exploitation. Reserves of min- 
eral deposits, including mica, pyrites, 
limestone, and lead, reportedly -exist. 

Interested firms are invited to cor- 
respond with Sr. Manuel Castano Gar- 
cia, Sarmiento 2404, 2° Piso “C’”, Buenos 
Aires, Argentina. 





Visitor From Peru Seeks 


Capital, Technical Aid 


Samuel Davila-del-Pielago, represent- 


ing the Lima firms of Samuel Davila « 


S. A., Carabaya 618, Davila Chueca Ing. 
S. A., Arica 889, and Concretera Lima, 
S. A., Camino a la Atarjea 1050, was 
scheduled to arrive in the United States 
March 26 for a visit of about 30 days 
to discuss investment possibilities in 
certain Peruvian projects. 

Mr. Davila is primarily interested in 
obtaining investment capital for certain 
construction projects, as well as tech- 
nical know-how for the proposed con- 
struction of an airport runway in Peru. 

Visits are planned to Miami and New 
Orleans, and possibly other cities where 
interest is shown in the proposal. Firms 


ee 


Dominican Producer 
WantsCollaboration 


The Ciudad Trujillo firm, R. L. Na 
varro, C. por A., manufacturer, whole. 
saler, retailer, and importer of furniture, 
has extended an invitation to U. S. firms 
to participate in the manufacture 9 
related American lines under license in 
the Dominican Republic. 


The firm, established in 1948, is pri. 
marily interested in negotiating with a 
U. S. firm manufacturing furniture op 
a large scale. The company is said to be 
well organized under competent man- 
agement, and capable of expanding its 
production with existing equipment. 

The market potential is good in the 
Dominican Republic for U. S. furniture, 
and for later export to other Caribbean 
countries, gccording to the firm. 

To introduce American designs and 
patterns, Navarro would like an ar. 
rangement to include the mass purchase 
of necessary furniture materials. Utiliz- 
ing the free port of Ciudad Trujillo, ae- 
cording to the firm, would minimize 
total manufacturing costs. 

Interested firms are invited to corre. 
spond with R. L. Navarro, President, 
R. L. Navarro, C. por A., Box 365, Ciu- 
dad Trujillo, Dominican Republic. 


South African Town Offers 
‘New Industrial Sites 


Industrial sites for the establishment 
of manufacturing facilities in Rand- 
fontein, a new completely integrated 
community in South Africa, are offered 
U. S. industrialists by the town clerk. 

The new community, developed under 
an industrial promotion program in one 
of South Africa’s less _ industrialized 
areas, is located at Aureus Extension 
No. 1, near Johannesburg. 

Randfontein, known locally as the 
Gateway to the Golden West, in the 
center of large goldfields, can be utilized 
for any type of industrial enterprise. 

U. S. firms contemplating the estab- 
lishment of manufacturing enterprises, 
or branch operations, are offered sites 
of from 3 to 6 acres. The industrial 
sites, covering about 500 acres of land, 
are near the main road between Rar- 
fontein and Potchefstroon. Excellent 
transportation and communication fa- 
cilities with the rest of the country 
reportedly exist, as well as adequate 
water and electric power, sufficient !ocal 
labor, etc. Nearby residential sites also 
are available, with all amenities. 

Interested firms are invited to corro- 
spond with the Town Clerk, P. O. Box 
218, Randfontein, Union of South Africa. 





interested In meeting with Samuel 
Davila-del-Pielago are invited to ad- 
dress inquiries to him, c/o Peruvian 
Consulate, Miami. 
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INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES 





—— 


Engineering Lines 
Sought in Malta 


An opportunity to introduce U. S. 
engineering products on the Malta 
market is offered by C. H. Bailey, Ltd., 
of 30 Berkeley Square, London, Wilke 
and its subsidiary company, C. H. Bailey 
(Malta), Ltd. ii 

Long established in the ship repairing 
industry, Bailey also manufactures 
light- and medium-engineering products. 
The firm reportedly owns 8 drydocks, 
modern machine shops, ferrous and non- 
ferrous foundries, and ancillary equip- 
ment, including workshops in the for- 
mer British Admiralty dockyards in 
Malta. 

Contemplating an expansion of the 
Malta workshops, the firm is interested 
jn manufacturing U. S. products to 
which its facilities can be adapted, for 
distribution throughout Malta, Europe, 
and the Middle and Near East. Of pri- 
mary interest are slow speed diesel en- 
gines of simple design having plain 
bearings of simple lubrication and power 
take off from a flywheel by a flat belt, 
for use in rural or underdeveloped areas 
and tropical climates; simple plunger- 
type water pumps of the low-capacity 
high lift or head and large-capacity low 
lift or head variety complementary to 
the projected engine and simple agri- 
cultural stationery machinery including 
small corn mill, straw chopper, wood 
saw, etc. 

Further details relative to the pro- 
posal are available for review on loan 
from the Investment Development Divi- 
sion, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. Interested firms also 
are invited to correspond with C. H. 
Bailey Ltd., 30 Berkeley Square, Lon- 
don, W.1., England. 





Six Belgian . . . 
(Continued from page 21) 


manufacture of U. S. consumer goods. 

The firm is prepared to reconvert its 
plant and purchase new equipment if 
siitable U. S. lines are offered. A 
licensing or working agreement, or any 
other arrangement satisfactory to the 
licensor, will be considered. 

® The textile plant of S. A. Rey Aine 
at Ruisbroeck-Brabant, near Brussels, 
is offered to U. S. investors interested 
in establishing manufacturing opera- 
tions in Belgium. 

The industrial plant covers about 15 
acres. The property includes buildings, 
electrical power station, distribution 
system, and transformer. No equipment 
is included. Several acres of unused 
land could be used for further expan- 
sion if required, according to the firm. 

S. A. Rey Aine, an old established 
Company, manufactures and _ exports 
linen fabrics, particularly damask linen, 
paddings, oyster linen, embroidery linen, 
suitings, and dress linens. 
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Oil Extraction Plant 
Proposed in India 


A joint-venture arrangement with 
a U. S. firm for the establishment 
and operation of a solvent peanut- 
oil extraction plant in India is pro- 
posed by M/S Shah Narottamdas 
Vithaldas & Co., of Bombay. 

Investment in the form of ma- 
chinery costing about US$120,000 
is required for the project, accord- 
ing to the firm. 

The proposed plant, to be estab- 
lished in Bombay State, is expected 
to have a daily production capacity 
of 50 tons of refined oil. 

Firms interested in this invest- 
ment proposal are invited to ad- 
dress correspondence to Ishver 
Mehta, representative of the firm, 
now in the United States at 270 
Riverside Drive, Apt. 8B, New York 
25, N. Y., or to M/S Shad Narot- 
tamdas Vithaldas & Co., Dhanbhura 
Road, Bulsar, Bombay State, India. 


PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPSAPPAAPAAP ASA 


Swiss Inventor Offers 
Pipe Coupling Device 


Dr. August Schumacher, inventor and 
owner of the Swiss firm, Inventex AG, 
in Kuesnacht-Zurich, is seeking a licens- 
ing arrangement with a U. S. firm for 
the production and sale in the United 
States of its patented pipe joints and 
hose clamps, for workshop use. 


U. S. patents for both products— 
which are manufactured under the trade 
name, Norma—are reportedly held by 
the firm. The outright sale of the pat- 
ents is particularly desired. 


Dr. Schumacher, also acts as manager 
of the firm, Tecalto AG, a Zurich firm 
manufacturing and distributing ma- 
chines, apparatus, and mechanical ap- 
pliances. 


Literature describing the products 
manufactured by Inventex is available 
for review on loan from the Investment 
Development Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. Inter- 
ested firms also are invited to corre- 
spond with Dr. August Schumacher, 
Inventex AG, Kuesnacht-Zurich, Swit- 
zerland. 





U. S, exports of domestic and foreign 
merchandise, including military ship- 
ments, in January 1959 totaled $1,400.4 
million, the Bureau of the Census re- 
ports. 

This represents a decrease of about 
8 percent from the December 1958 to- 
tal of $1,513.6 million and a drop of 
about 7 percent from the January 1958 
total of $1,504.5 million, 


Visitors From India, 
Australia Seek Capital 


Three business visitors from Austral- 
fa and India are scheduled to arrive in 
the United States in April to discuss 
investment possibilities with U. S. firms 
interested in entering foreign markets. 


@ Henry Rosen, a representative of 
the Australian firm, Lithgow Woolen 
Mills, Lithgow, New South Wales, man- 
ufacturer and exporter of blankets, 
coatings, and fancy woolens, is sched- 
uled to arrive April 16 for a visit of 
approximately a month for discussions 
with U. S. firms interested in invest- 
ment in the company’s Lithgow plant. 


The firm is interested in obtaining 
private U. S. capital investment for a 
proposed expansion of its production 
activities. Lithgow also seeks a pur- 
chaser for its blankets and woolen 
goods. 


Visits are planned to Los Angeles, 
San Francisco, Chicago, Cleveland, 
New York, and Boston. Firms interested 
in meeting with Mr. Rosen are invited 
to address correspondence to him, c/o 
Mr. Gold, 2317 Grandview Avenue, 
Cleveland Heights, Ohio. 


@ Manilal S. Doshi, managing direc- 
tor of the Indian firm, B.M.K. Indus- 
tries Private, Ltd., New Silk Market, 
Bombay 2, manufacturer of rayon and 
nylon fabrics, is scheduled to arrive 
April 15 for a visit of approximately 
3 weeks to discuss investment possibili- 
ties with American firms interested in 
entering the Indian market. 


The firm seeks financial and techni- 
cal collaboration for the establishment 
and operation of a plant in India to 
manufacture synthetic fiber. 


While in the United States Mr. Doshi 
plans to attend a convention of the 
International Chamber of Commerce to 
be held in Washington, D. C., April 
19-25. Firms interested in meeting with 
Manilal Doshi are invited to address 
correspondence to him c/o First Na- 
tional City Bank of New York, 55 Wall 
Street, New York, N. Y. 


@ R. R. Anderson, city engineer, Ben- 
digo, Australia, is in the United States 
to discuss with interested firms the 
industrial potential of Bendigo. 


Opportunities exist for the develop- 
ment of the area’s mining resources, 
secondary industries, and motel con- 
struction, 


Mr, Anderson will be in the United 
States through April 19. Interested 
firms are invited to correspond with 
him, c/o the Australian Trade Commis- 
sioner, 630 Fifth Avenue, New York, 
N. Y. 


The interest of the City of Bendigo 
in private U. S. investment was an- 
nounced in Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
November 17, 1958, page 13, 
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Sicilian Marble Works 
Wants Funds to Expand 


Equity capital totaling US$320,000, 
and technical know-how for an ex- 
panded production operation are sought 
by the Sicilian firm, Societa Marmifera 
Fratelli Tomaselli, producer of marble 
slabs and blocks, and other forms of 
marble. 


Located at Isola delle Femmine, in 
the Province of Palermo, the recently 
constructed plant has an_ estimated 
monthly production capacity of 400 
metric tons of cut and polished marble. 
With additional capital for the pur- 
chase of new machinery, etc., the firm 
proposes to further expand and double 
its current production capacity. Ex- 
panded operations will permit exports 
throughout Italy, Europe, and _ the 
United States, 


The property reportedly consists of 
the factory premise, offices, employee 
housing which includes water-cooling 
systems, technical equipment, work- 
shop, cutting and polishing machinery, 
power cranes, etc. Adjacent to the 


building are 
docks, 
Salvatore and Domenico Tomaselli, 
owners of the firm, own marble factor- 
ies in Catania and Palermo, operated 
under the name of Antonino & F. Toma- 
selli di Domenico Tomaselli. The Paler- 
mo branch has extensive deposits or 
marble in the Province of Trapani. 


Mr. Tomaselli would welcome a visit 
to Palermo by representatives of po- 


loading and unloading 


_ tentially interested U. S. firms. 


A report on the activities of the 
Italjan company is available for review 
on loan from the Investment Develop- 
ment Division, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C. Interested firms 
also are invited to address correspon- 
dence to Societa Marmifera Fratelli 
Tomaselli, Corso Mazionale, Isola delle 
Femmine, Palermo, Italy, 





Thailand’s 1958 rice exports, at 1,135,- 
000 metric tons, were the smallest since 
1948, the Foreign Agricultural Service 
reports. 

Postwar record exports of 1957 were 
1,576,000 tons, and 1951-55 average ex- 
ports were 1,380,000 tons. Availabilities 
were reduced by the drought-stricken 
crop of 1957-58. 


—. 


Swiss Town Invites 
New Industries 


U. S. firms contemplating the estab. 
lishment of oversea facilities are inviteg 
by the Rural District Council of Up. 
nasch, Switzerland, to consider the grow. 
ing industrial potential of that area. 

Opportunities reportedly exist in Ur. 
nasch for the establishment of any type 
of industrial operation. Industrial and 
residential sites are readily available, 
adequate electric power and water ex. 
ists, and the area has good transporta- 
tion and communication facilities with 
other cities in Switzerland. 

To broaden its industrial development 
program officials of the Swiss township 
offer to assist potential investors in any 
way possible. The town of Urnasch, in- 
cluding its surrounding rural area, has 
3,000 inhabitants. Prevailing industries 
comprise mainly those in the textile 
field, including one textile printing plant. 
There is also one book-printing estab- 
lishment. 

Interested firms are invited to corre- 
spond with Gemeindeverwaltung Ur. 
nasch, Canton Appenzell Ausser-Rhoden, 
Switzerland, 
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Hong Kong Tourism 
Reaches New Peak 


A new peak in tourism was reached 
jn Hong Kong last year when 103,759 
tourists entered the colony, exclusive 
of military personnel visiting Hong Kong 
on leave, compared with 91,433 the pre- 
ceding year. Tourist arrivals have more 
than doubled in the past 4 years. 

The greatest development took place 
between 1956 and 1957, when an increase 
of over 80 percent occurred. U. S. tourists 
numbered 35,381 last year, compared 
with 23,699 in 1957, or an increase of 
12 percent. 

Six of the largest travel bureaus, 
which handle approximately 75 percent 
of the U. S. tourist business, report that 
the average American visitor now stays 
in the colony from 5 to 5% days and 
spends about US$174 for hotel accom- 
modations, food and tours. U. S. tourist 
purchases are valued at about US$750. 
Last year, Americans spent US$32.7 
million in Hong Kong. 

Approximately 126,000 U. S. service- 
men visited the colony and spent about 
US$9 million. Spending by non-Ameri- 
can tourists is estimated at US$20 mil- 
lion by the Hong Kong Tourist Associa- 
tion, 

A survey of hotel facilities was con- 
ducted by the Association in the last 
quarter of the year which indicated that 
2178 grade A and grade B hotel rooms 
are available. With expansion.and new 
construction programs now under way, 
a total of 1,900 more hotel rooms are 
expected to be completed by the end 
of 1962. Hotel occupancy of the grade 
A hotels in 1958 was 72 percent. _ 

Two films of Hong Kong are being 
made by the Tourist Association. One, 
a documentary, the other, a_ travelog, 
will be released to U. S. television in 
May and later will be shown world- 
wide—U. S. Consulate General, Hong 
Kong. 





Venezuela Issues Tourist 
Card for Eight-Day Stay 


Tourists now may enter Venezuela 
holding only a tourist card, good for 8 
days instead of 48 hours, the Venezue- 
lan Government, through the Bureau 


. of Tourism, has announced. 


Cards will be issued to bona fide tour- 
ists only, not businessmen. Persons re- 
ceiving cards must have a return ticket 
for continuation of voyage, a smallpox 
Vaccination certificate issued within 3 
years of intended departure from Vene- 
wela, and either an expired passport or 
birth certificate for identification pur- 
poses. Cards will be printed by the 


Ministry and sold to the carriers. 


The new regulation became effective 
February 1—U. S. Embassy, Caracas. 
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TRAVEL NOTES 


A music festival in Monaco is expect- 
ed to boost tourism in the Principality. 


The Commissioner of Tourism is issu- 
ing invitations for a series of concerts by 
the Monte Carlo National Opera Orches- 
tra, to be held August 19-29, in the 
Court of Honor of the Prince’s Palace. 





Hotel Architecture and Technique of 
the Mediterranean Basin will be the 
subject of the next Mediterranean Tour- 
its Congress to be held in Tunis from 
October 8 to 11. 

Fifteen governments have -been in- 
vited to send representatives, such as 
Directors of Tourism Offices and pri- 
vate groups in 30 countries are expected 
to send observers—U. S. Embassy, 
Tunis. 





A group of 47 U. S. tourist agents ar- 
rived in Bogota recently to promote 
tourist travel between the United States 
and Colombia. The group was invited to 
Colombia by Travel Agency Tierra, 
Mary Aijire. Sightseeing trips were 
planned to various places of interest in 


and around Bogota.—U. S. Embassy, 
Bogota. 





Plans for building a tourist hotel in 
Auckland, New Zealand, have been 
abandoned by Tourist Hotel Develop- 
ment (Auckland) Ltd., according to the 
local press. The company, formed for 
this purpose, will, however, continue its 
corporate existence.—U. S. Embassy, 
Wellington. 





The National Tourist Organization of 
Greece played host to a group of French 
travel agency representatives recently 
who were invited to Greece for tourist 
promotion discussions and visits to arch- 
eological and other tourists sites. A 
similar group from the United Kingdom 
was entertained earlier in the year. 

Mardi Gras parades were scheduled 
for the early part of March. Prepara- 
tions constituted the first serious at- 
tempt since World War II to reestablish 
annual Mardi Gras parades in Athens. 
If successful as other postwar tourist 
promotion efforts, for example, the Sep- 
tember wine festivals started several 
years ago at Daphni, carnival parades 


could become a significant tourist at- 


traction.—U. S. Embassy, Athens. 





Group tours te the United States for 
Netherlanders are being sponsored by 
an independent daily newspaper in Am- 
sterdam in cooperation with a U. S. 
travel agency. 

The 3-week tour is to include New 


= 
= 
= 
= 
= 
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York City, Washington, New Orleans, 
the Grand Canyon, Yosemite Park, Los 
Angeles, San Francisco, Chicago and 
Niagara Falls. Price of the tour is 5,350 
guilders a person, and a lower rate for 
an accompanying wife and children (1 
guilder = US$0.263). 

Forty people already have been 
booked for the first tour, now scheduled 
to leave Amsterdam on October 15. 





The tourist industry in southern Al- 
berta, Canada, had another booming 
year in 1958. A record total of 117,110 
Canadian, American, and foreign cars 
entered Waterton Lakes National Park, 
carrying about 365,180 visitors. 

The improved tourist trade of the Do- 
minican Republic in January continued 
at about the same level into February, 
with a _ total estimated revenue of 
US$628,600 compared with US$547,440 
for February a year ago, Tourist ar- 
rivals, however, declined about 20 per- 
cent from the February 1958 level, but 
this was compensated by longer average 
stays.—U. S. Embassy, Ciudad Trujillo. 





Receipts from the tourist trade in 
Greece were on a lower scale in 1958 
than in 1957—-US$36 2 million last year 
compared with US$41.4 million the pre- 
vious year.—U, S. Embassy, Athens. 


PRPPPPPPPPPPPPPPFPFPPPPFF FAFA 


France Restores Tourist 
Exchange Allowances 


Foreign exchange allowances for 
French tourists, completely cur- 
tailed since last May, will be re- 
stored on June 1 to about the pre- 
_vious level of US$100, or 49,000 
francs. e 

Tourists’ annual allowances had 
been cut in half in February 1957 
from the previous level .of 70,000 
francs to only 35,000 francs 
(US$100 at the rate of exchange at 
that time, later reduced to US$83 
by the August 1957 devaluation). 

In principle, the US$100 allow- 
ance will apply equally to all coun- 
tries, including the United States, a 
Finance Ministry source has stated, 
but detailed application of the meas- 
ure has not yet been worked out. 

Restoration of tourist allowances 
were announced by the Finance 
Ministry on March 11.—U. S. Em- 
bassy, Paris. 
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Thai Power System To Be Expanded, 
U. S. Grants Funds for Projects 


The future for supply of electric power in Thailand is promising 
as construction of several powerplants and a distribution system are 
under way or are planned to supplement the generating capacity which 
has fallen far short of the country’s needs. 


Approximately 645,000 kilowatts will 
be added by the Yanhee hydroelectric 
project in northern Thailand and two 
thermal plants now in progress at Mae 
Moh and Bangkok, Of this amount 87,- 
500 kilowatts will be*ready by 1961 
from the two thermal plants, the first 
stage of Yanhee will .provide 140 kilo- 
watts by 1963, and if present plans ma- 
terialize the latter’s additional poten- 
tial of 420 kilowatts will be completed 
by 1975. 

Distribution System Planned 

A 250,000-kilowatt electric power dis- 
tribution system is to be installed in 
the Bangkok-Thonburi area. This sys- 
tem, expected to be completed by 1963, 
will include a 69-kilovolt subtransmis- 
sion system emanating, from substations 
to be built by the Yanhee Electric Au- 
thority, 9 stepdown substations averag- 
ing 30-MVA capacity, a 12-kilovolt dis- 
tribution system, new secondary system, 
and rehabilitation of existing meters 
and services. 


To help finance this project the Met- 
ropolitan Electric Authority of Bangkok 
hes signed an agreement with the 
United States whereby it will receive 
$20 million from the U. S. Development 
Loan Fund. The DLF loan will also pro- 
vide maintenance equipment and the 
services of specialized personnel. Fur- 
ther expansion will be financed from 
revenues. 

This loan is an outgrowth of the 560,- 
000-kilowatt Yanhee project, toward 
which the International Bank of Recon- 
struction and Development is lending 
$66 million to cover foreign exchange 
costs. Seventy percent of the output of 
that project is intended for use in the 
Bangkok area, which requires an im- 
proved distribution system to absorb 
any large quantity of power. 

The U. S. International Cooperation 
Administration has helped make funds 
available for the design engineering of 
a distribution system there and for an 
associated thermalelectric generating 
plant. The latter will be financed by the 
Export-Import Bank at a cost up to 
$14 million. 


Other Projects Planned 

The Department of Public and Mu- 
nicipal Works of the Ministry of In- 
terior has in the discussion stage lig- 
nite thermal power projects which 
would be located at Pitsanuloke, Na- 
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kornsawan, Nakorn Chaisri, Chachern- 
gsao, Nakorn Rajsima, Ubolrajdhani, 
Roi-Et and Sakol-Nakorn., 

The Royal Irrigation Department is 
also surveying hydroelectrie sites. Sites 
already surveyed and awaiting financial 
assitance are Toan Nga Chang Water- 
fall with an estimated generating ca- 
pacity of 4,000 kilowatts; Kang Bu Hua 
Chang, 4,000 kilowatts; Takien Ha Baht, 
6,000; Krarome Waterfall, 10,000; Bajo 
Waterfall, 1,200; Krachoeng Waterfall, 
1,000; Huay Sai Kaow Waterfall, 1,000; 
Kang Ou, 200,000; Kang Rieng, 40,000; 
Kang Keud, 40,000; and Boriphat Water- 
fall, 1,200 kilowatts. 

Sites still being surveyed but for 
which estimated generating capacity has 
not yet been determined are Kang 
Haew Naroke, Kan Sue Ten, Tya Weng 
Waterfall, and Sai buri. 

Electric power generating capacity in 
Thailand from all sources amounted to 
only 186,485 kilowatts in 1957, far short 
of needs. Per capita consumption in the 
country is a low 15 kilowatt-hours, com- 
pared with 28 in India and 302 in Tai- 
wan. Thai industries are expanding, 
however, particularly small private en- 
terprises, and abundant, reasonably 
priced power will give impetus to the 
movement.—U. S. Embassy, Bangkok. 


Stockholm Plans New 
Utilities, Transport 


The City of Stockholm plans, to spend 
4.4 billion crowns over the next 10 years 
to improve its transportation and util- 
ity systems, according to preliminary 
Treasury Department estimates (1 
Swedish crown=US$0.193). 

Investments in the projects are to be 
increased from 444 million crowns in 
calendar year 1959 to a peak of 495 
million in 1962, dropping thereafter to 
385 million crowns in each of the last 
5 years. 

Almost one-fifth of the total expendi- 
ture is to be allocated to road construc- 
tion. Nearly 700 million crowns will be 
spent on electric power production and 
distribution. Other major fields of in- 
vestment include improvement of hos- 
pital facilities, 375 million crowns; 
streetcar investment, 322 million; sew- 
age disposal, 232 million; and subway 
construction, 195 million crowns. 
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Mediterranean-Rhine 
Pipeline Approved 


The French Government has approved 
in principle construction of a pipeli 
to transport crude oil from the Meg. 
terranean area to Strasbourg, Frang 
and Karlsruhe, Germany, according jj 
the local press. 

The line is expected to provide crud 
oil to Eastern France, Northern Swit, 
erland, and Southern Germany, areq 
which now have no facilities for refip, 
ing crude oil. Construction is conéj. 
tioned therefore on the building of » 
fineries, two in the Strasbourg area an 
two in the Karlsruhe area. 


It is premature to provide details 
the route_of the line, as the projec 
still awaits approval of the 19 partic. 
pating companies, as well as final goy. 
ernmental authorization. In all prob 
ability, however, it will begin at. th 
Lavera oil port or at Fos-sur-Mer, both 
near Marseille, and follow the left bank 
of the Rhone Valley to Lyon, where it 
will go on through the areas of Lons. 
le-Saunier, Besancon, Belfort, and Col 
mar to Strasbourg, cross the Rhine, and 
terminate in the Karlsruhe region, 


110 Tons of Pipe Required 
The pipeline will have a diameter be. 








tween 700 and 800 millimeters and 


basis of expected increased needs of 
the projected refineries, however, ¢a- 
pacity could be increased to 25 million 
tons within 10 years. About 110,00 
tons of heavy welded pipe will be need 
ed for construction. 

Also to be built are two pumping sta 
tions for handling a 10-million-ton ca- 
pacity. 

If authorization is granted work on 
the line can begin by next year and 
it could be put into operation by th 
end of 1962. Cost is estimated at a litt 
over $100 million. 

A Mediterranean pipeline has been 
the subject of study by the Society of 
South European Pipeline, established for 


this purpose in August 1958 and repre 


senting the following 19 oil companies: 
Antar, Petrole de l’Atlantique; N.V. te 
Bataafsche Petroleum Maatschappy (La 
Haye); British Petroleum Co.; Societe 
Francaise des Petroles B. P.; California 
Texas Oil Corp. (New York); Caltex 
(Paris); Compagnie Francaise 43% 
Petroles; Compagnie Francaise «# 
Raffinage; Shell Francaise; Pechel 
bronn; Petrofina (Bruxelles); Purfina 
(Paris); Mobiloil (Paris); Esso Stand 
ard (New Jersey); Deutsche Erdoel AG; 
Gelsenberg Benzin AG; Mobiloil (Ham 
bourg); Sholven Chemie AG; Winter 
shall AG.—U. S. Consulate General, 
Marseille, 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 


hibit s 
initially is expected to have a capacity) jj. put 
of 8 to 10 million tons a year. On the! of wat 


Thre 
serve 
and e¢ 














———, 


ine 





Pproves 
Pipeline 
e Mei. 
Fran 
‘ding t 


le crude 
1 Switz 
i areas 
© refin. 
' COndi. 
x Of wm 
rea and 


‘tails on 
Project 
partici. 

nal gov. 

| prob. 
at. the 
er, both 

“ft bank 

vhere it 

»f Lons. 

ind Col- 

ine, and 
on. 


eter be. 





ors and 
capacity | 
On the | 
eeds of | 
ver, Ca: | 
million 
110,00 
ye need. | 


ing sta- 
-ton ¢a- 


vork on | 
>ar and 

by the 
a little 


as been 
ciety of 
shed for 
d repre 
npanies: 
N.V. te 
ppy (La 
Societe 
alifornia 
Caltex 
se des 
ise de 
Pechel- 
Purfina 
} Stand- 
loel AG; 
| (Ham- 
Winter- 
General, 


Weekly 











Prize Awarded New 
Drydock at Naples 


The large fixed drydock at the Port 
of Naples and WNaples-Procida-Ischia 
submarine aqueduct will share equally 
jn first prize for the most important 
engineering accomplishment in Italy in 
1958, the Italian National Association 
of Engineers and Architects has an- 


nounced. 

‘Construction of the dock was begun 
jn 1934, suspended during World War 
I, and recommenced after the war, but 
the dock in its present final dimensions 
was not completed until last year. 

“The usable interior of the drydock is 
935.4 meters long and 40 meters wide, 
and from floor to top water level 11.65 
meters. As such it is reported to bé the 
jargest in Italy and one of the largest 
commercial drydocks in the world, It is 
reputed to be capable of accommodat- 
ing tankers up to the 85,000 tons dead- 
weight. ; 

The dock is so arranged that it can 
service one large ship or two smaller 
ships at the same time. This is accom- 
plished by having gates on both ends 
and a divider that may be placed at 
either of two points along the length. 
The divider is a floating gate which fits 
into slots in the concrete sides of the 
dock. When only one vessel is being 
serviced and it is not too long to pro- 
hibit such action the-floating gate may 
be put in place to reduce the amount 
of water that has to be pumped. 

Three rotating tower track cranes 
serve the dock, one of 25-ton capacity 
and each of the other two 5-ton capac- 
ity. 

Another floating drydock, 235 meters 
long, reportedly is under way and is 
planned to be in place within 2 years. 
-U. S. Embassy, Naples. 





Panagra Adds New Stops 
On S. American Service 


Pan American-Grace Airways has 
extended its first-class service to cover 
additional key cities in South America. 

The airline on March 1 inaugurated 
combination first- and _ tourist-class 
service to Cali, Quito, and La Paz, pre- 
Viously served with tourist-class flights 
mly, and increased the number of first- 
fight services to Guayaquil, Talara, 
lima, Antofagasta, Santiago, and 
Buenos Aires. 
The added service, resulting from 
fonversion of the airline’s DC-6B fleet 
fo dual configuration, now gives trav- 
ters a choice of two daily first-class 
fights from the New York and Miami 
iieways to Panama City and Lima. 





Pan American Week, April 12-18 
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South African Port To Be Enlarged 


The climax of the South African plan to enlarge Buffalo Harbor at 
East London to meet transport requirements was reached when the 
Minister of Transport unleashed almost 11 tons of high explosives to 
blast 600 feet of granite river bank into the sea. 


Development of the harbor at East 
London will include widening of the 
turning basin and deepening of the har- 
bor, The full program will provide an 
entrance channel. 600 feet wide with 
vertical roundhead to the east pier, a 
vertical wall in place of the western 
training wall, and an entrance channel 
35 feet deep at low water ordinary 
spring tide. A 1,200-foot-wide by 1,800- 
foot-long turning basin will be provided, 
as well as a new quay, 1,270 feet long, 
equal to two commercial berths, on the 
western side of the widened turning 
basin. A new 850-foot-long quay will be 
built at the southern end of the western 
side of the enlarged turning basin, for 
use as an oil-tanker berth. Water in the 
enlarged turning basin area at_ the 
commercial and tanker quays is to be 
35 feet deep at low water ordinary 
spring tide. 

It is also proposed to improve elec- 
tric craneage considerably and to con- 
sider other improvements. 


Port Well Equipped 


East London now has a quayage of 
7,384 feet served by 37 electric cranes 
of 3, 4, 5, 10, 15, and 20 ton lifting 
capacity. Sheds of 263,533 square feet 
capable of accommodating 4,058,785 
cubic feet of cargo and 10 acres of open- 
storage ground for rough goods are 
available. 


Precooling stores can accommodate 
2,400 shipping tons of citrus and de- 
ciduous fruits, and bulk-oil storage fa- 
cilities consist of 33 privately owned 
tanks with a capacity of 98,293 tons of 
petrol, paraffin, and fuel oil. Nine 
bunker points are provided for delivery 
of fuel oil to vessels. 


Repair facilities comprise the 633%4- 
foot-long Princess Elizabeth Dock 
served by two 15-ton and one 5-ton elec- 





Austria, Czechoslovakia 
To Build New Powerplant 


A power station at Wolfsthal, on the 
Danube near Bratislava, will be con- 
structed jointly by Austria and Czecho- 
slovakia. 

Installed generating capacity is to be 
about 200,000 kilowatts and annual out- 
put approximately 1.3 billion kilowatt- 
hours. Total cost of the project is esti- 
mated at 3 billion shillings, or US$117 
million. Austria’s share is to be 50 per- 
cent. 

Construction is not expected to get 
under way until next year—U. S. Em- 
bassy, Vienna. 





trie cranes, together with a slipway of 
1,000-tons displacement capacity. 

East London has three powerful tugs 
and one pilot tug. One tug is equipped 
with radar and all three have fire- 
fighting appliances, direction-finding 
apparatus, and wireless telegraph and 
telephone. The pilot tug is equipped 
with wireless telephone. 

The new project started in March 
1957, and the work is being carried out 
in three stages. By the time the whole 
plan is completed 1%-million cubic 
yards of soil will have been removed 
and 2,530 feet of new wharves and pro- 
tective walls will have been constructed 
at a cost of £2.3 million, the equivalent 
of US$6.4 million. Of rock to be moved, 
approximately 400,000 cubic yards are 
under low water. 

Tonnage handled in the harbor in- 
creased from 413,000 tons in 1910 to 
1,163,000 tons in 1957. 


Pan American Highway Link 
In Ecuador To Be Completed 


The sum of $4.7 million will be 
granted Ecuador by the United States 
from its Development Loan Fund to 
help complete the Pan American High- 
way between Loja and Macara under 
an agreement signed between the two 
countries. 

The Pan American Highway is now 
completed in Ecuador except for a 128- 
mile stretch_.in the southern part near 
the Peruvian border. Completion of this 
stretch will permit unbroken automo- 
bile travel between Caracas, Venezuela, 
and Buenos Aires, Argentina. At present 
only dirt roads, some quite primitive, 
connect Loja and Macara. 

The loan will be used to improve 
drainage, engineering, and surfacing of 
existing roads, repair damage caused 
by slides, and provide culverts and 
bridges. 

The new road will form an important 
part of the highway system now being 
built by Ecuador with World Bank help. 

A part of the route to be improved 
constitutes the main route for exporting 
goods from Loja Province. Although less 
than 10 percent of the area of this 
Province is now under cultivation, its 
climate is favorable for growing ba- 
nanas, plantain, corn, barley, coffee, 
beans, peas, potatoes, rice, peanuts, 
wheat, sugarcane, oranges, avocadoes, 
and livestock. An improved road system 
is considered essential to the growth 
and development of the area. 
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Malaya Receives $20 Million Loan 
For Roadbuilding, Port Facilities 


The United States and the Government of the Federation of Ma- 
laya have signed two agreements by which the Development Loan Fund 
will lend the Federation up to $20 million to assist in construction of 
roads and bridges throughout the country and development of deep- 
water port facilities in North Klang Straits. 


-The port project, for which $10 mil- 
lion is provided, corisists of construction 
of three deepwater berths and auxiliary 
shore facilities at Port Swettenham, to 
provide in effect a new port. 

The site and other technical features 
of the project have been investigated 
and approved by Malayan authorities on 
the basis of recommendations of their 
consultants Coode & Partners. 

Port Swettenham, about 26 miles from 
Kuala Lumpur, the capital city, has 
been increasing in importance as a gate- 
way for traffic into and out of Malaya, 
and proposals for additional wharfage 
go back about 30 years. 

Since World War II tonnage handled 
has increased 50 percent above the pre- 
war peak. The character of the traffic 
also has changed significantly during 
the past 20 years. Instead of consisting 
mainly of foods, it now consists of gen- 
eral cargo, and a considerable export 
trade in latex and palm oil, scrap iron, 
and ilmenite ore has grown up. These 
export products must be loaded at one 
of the wharves intended for imports, 
thus forcing miscellaneous cargo to be 
unloaded in midstream by lighterage. 

Construction of three new berths was 
recommended on the basis of estimates 
that dry cargoes might reach 600,000 
tons annually; liquid cargoes, 100,000 
tons; light@red cargo, 50,000 tons; and 
coastal trade, 250,000 tons. This million- 
ton total estimate had already been ex- 
ceeded by 1955, and in 1957 tonnages 
approached 1.2 million. A _ substantial 
volume of traffic is known to avoid 
Port Swettenham because of congestion 
and lack of facilities. Thus the new 





Two Hydroelectric Plants, 
To Be Built in Tunisia 


Two hydroelectric powerplants are 
planned for Tunisia, one at Sidi Salem 
of about 10,000 kilowatt-generating ca- 
pacity and the other of about 1,200- 
kilowatt capacity on the proposed 
OQued-Nebhana Dam. 

A small diesel electric powerplant of 
100 kilowatt capacity also is planned for 
Maktar in central Tunisia. Ninety-kilo- 
watt transmission lines are to be in- 
stalled. from El-Aroussia to Menzel 
Bourguiba, a distance of 40 kilometers; 
Nebeur to Djebel-Djelloud, Tunis, 150 
kilometers; and Djebel-Djelloud to 
Sousse, 130 kilometers.—U. S. Embas- 
sy, Tunis. 
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berths are needed promptly if the na- 
tion’s commerce is not to be severely 
handicapped. It has been estimated 
that by the time they are finished, four 
more berths will be needed. 


Roads To Help Trade 


The $10 million loan for roads and 
bridges covers a group of projects se- 
lected as those which will meet re- 
quirements where need is greatest and 
improve access to rural areas and areas 
of high development potential. 

Projects involved will help advance 
the Malayan Governmen’s plans for 
bringing greater economic opportunity 
and stability to rural populations. They 
will help farmers to market crops eas- 
ily and without undue loss and to re- 
ceive in exchange consumer’ goods 
which will help increase their level of 
living. 

Roads and bridges will also provide 
badly needed facilities for marketing 
lumber products and exploiting mineral 
resources on the east coast of Malaya. 

The work will be carried out by the 
Federation’s Public Works Department, 
which has successfully executed a num- 
ber of similar projects. 





Powerplant To Be 
Built in India 


Preliminary agreement has been 
reached between the Government of 
India and the State of Bhutan for con- 
struction of a hydroelectric powerplant 
on Jaldhaka River, which forms the 
boundary for about 12 miles between 
Bengal and Bhutan. 

The plant, in the Darjeeling district 
of north Bengal, would provide an ini- 
tial installed generating capacity of 
18,000 kilowatts, which would ulti- 
mately be doubled. 

Cost of the initial project is estimated 
by the West Bengal State Electricity 
Board at 44.5 million rupees, the equi- 
valent of US$9.3 million, and the com- 
plete project at 51.2 million rupees. 

The State hopes that operations will 
begin in 1961-62 and that the project 
will be completed by 1965-66, The plant 
will serve a 2,000 square mile area in 
the districts of Darjeeling, Jalpaiguri, 
and Cooch Behar, embracing at first 19 
towns and ultimately 40.—U, S. Consu- 
late General, Calcutta, 


oa 


EI Salvador's Power 
Facilities To Expand 


El Salvador’s electric power facilities 
are to be expanded to a generating 
capacity of 60,000 kilowatts and the 
service area is to be extended to meg 
the demands of the country’s growing 
industrial needs. 

The work, to be carried out by 
Comision Ejecutiva Hidroelectrica dg 
Rio Lempa (CEL), a semiautonomoy 
Government agency which sells power 
wholesale to private utilities and munic. 
ipalities, entails installation of a fourth 
unit of 15,000-kilowatt capacity at the 
Rio Lempa plant and construction of q 
new high-tension transmission line from 
San Salvador, the capital, to Santa 
Ana, the second largest city, a distance 
of about 40 miles. The expansion wil] 
enable CEL to meet the projected de. 
mand for power until early 1963. 

At present all CEL’s power comay 
from three units of 15,000 kilowatt 
each in the “5 de Noviembre” plant on 
the Rio Lempa. This plant provide 
nearly three-quarters of the country’ 
entire generating capacity and supplies 
seven utility companies which together 
serve 95 percent of all electricity con. 
sumers. 


World Bank Loan To Aid 


Cost of the new project, including 
additional work at the regulatory dam, 
is estimated at the equivalent of $65 
million, of which $4.7 million will be 
in foreign exchange. Part of foreign 
exchange requirements will be covered 
by a $3 million World Bank loan to 
CEL and the remaining financing will 
be met from the company’s own re 
sources and from a Government loan. 

Although El Salvador is _ predomi- 
nantly an agricultural country, industry 
is beginning to have an_ important 
place in diversifying and strengthening 
its economy. In the past 5 years about 
100 new plants have been established 
and many existing industries have been 
expanded. This development has _ been 
due in part to the availability of a con 
tinous supply of electric energy from 
facilities completed by CEL in 1954. 





Atomic Powerplant Sites 
Explored in England 


Sites for construction of nuclear 
power stations in Britain are being im 
vestigated by the Central Electricity 
Generating Board. 

Dungeness and Sizewell in Kent and 
Trawsfynydd in Wales have been chosen, 
and stations also may be built at Ederm 
in Caernarvonshire, Wales, and at Olé 
bury in Worcestershire. 

Under study are the west Sussex coast 
and the Isle of Wight. CEGB also wil. 
investigate 5 areas on the north coast 
of Anglesey—Lligwy, Point Lynas, 
Wylfa, Carmel, and Trefadog. 
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U. S. To Aid Nine 
- Pakistani Projects 


The United States is to render tech- 
nical and economic assistance to Paki- 
stan in nine projects to be undertaken 
there under agreements signed by the 
two Governments. 


Fields covered by the project agree- 
ments include plant protection, Karachi 
water supply and sewage disposal, soil 
and water conservation, geological sur- 
vey, atomic energy, superior civil serv- 
jce training, and railway rehabilitation. 

Two of the agreements will provide 
100 million U. S.-owned rupees, the 
equivalent of US$21 million, to the 
Government of Pakistan for economic 
development, Included also are 60 mil- 
lion rupees for rehabilitation of rail- 
ways in both East and West Pakistan 
and 40 million rupees for the Karachi 
water-supply and sewage-disposal proj- 
ect. 

The remaining seven project agree- 
ments provide for dollar financing under 
the Technical Cooperation program in 
the amount of $828,057 for training 
Pakistani technicians in the United 
States, advisory services of U. S. tech- 
nicians in Pakistan, and import of de- 
monstration materials to _ facilitate 
training programs.—U. S. Embassy, 
Karachi. 


India Plans Survey 
Of New Rail Link 


Preliminary work on construction of 
a 94-mile rail link between Diva, a 
station on the trunk railroad between 
Bombay and Dasgaon, a town on the 
west coast of India, is to be under- 
taken during the second 5-year plan 
period (1956-61), the Indian Minister 
of Railways has announced. 

The link is to be the first gtep in a 
proposed trunkline on the west coast 
of India to connect Bombay with Man- 





Central Railway, under whose juris- 
diction the proposed Jine is to function, 
expects to conduct a detailed route 
survey from Diva to Dasgaon and pre- 
pare an estimate of outlay involved on 
the basis of present-day prices. 

Although preliminary work on the 
project is to be done in the second plan 
period, the rail link is not expected to 
be ready for the next 4 or 5 years. 

The spur will pass through such 
centers as Panvel, Pen, Nagothna, Roha, 
amd Indapur, according to the local 
press. These centers are now accessible 
by road, although during the monsoon 
Stason road conditions are very un- 
satisfactory. 

The proposed trunkline is estimated 
© cost 60 million rupees or about 
US$12.6 million—U. S. Consulate Gen- 
tal, Bombay. 
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Haiti To Extend Power 
Supply, Electrification 


The Government of Haiti has ap- 
proved a protocol recently signed in 
New York with the Island’s Gas 
and Electric Co. extending the life 
ef and completely revising the 
terms of the company’s franchise in 
Haiti. 

The protocol provides among 
other things for electrification of 
three-fifths of the Island of Haiti 
and construction of hydroelectric fa- 
cilities at Peligre Dam, together 
with transmission and distribution 
lines and substations.—U. S. Em- 
bassy, Port-au-Prince. 





Landing Improved 
At Canberra Airport 


Bad weather diversion of planes 
from Canberra Airport has been re- 
duced by the new instrument landing 
system installed there, the Australian 
Minister of Civil Aviation reports. 

Before the landing system went into 
service a cloud base of 1,528 feet above 
aerodrome level meant the airport was 
closed to civil movements. The new 
landing system has reduced this mini- 
mum by 1,000 feet to 528 feet. 


Instrument landing systems are al- 
ready in service at Melbourne, Sydney, 
Hobart, and Adelaide and will be in- 
stalled at Darwin, Brisbane, Launces- 
ton, and Perth. 

Other improvements also are under 
way at Canberra. 

Passenger accommodation at the ter- 
minal building are being doubled, and 
there are to be an extensive covered 
area with glass weather screens in 
front of the terminal and two covered 


loading areas at the rear. Work on the - 


terminal is expected to be completed 
in about 3 months.—U, S. Consulate 
General, Melbourne, 





Australia Receives Its 
First Propjet Airliner 


Ansett Airways’ first project airliner, 
the new 400 m.p.h. Lockheed Electra, 
arrived at Australia’s Melbourne airport 
from the United States. A new record 
of 1 hour 13 minutes 20 seconds was 
set for a passenger airliner between 
the Sydney and Melbourne airports. 

The airliner carries 60 first-class and 
14 tourist passengers and makes 4 
round trips between Melbourne and 
Sydney a day, 7 days a week. 

The second Electra was due to arrive 
about April 5. Service will be extended 
to Brisbane on its arrival.—U. S. Con- 
sulate General, Melbourne, 
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Two Shipping Lines 
Formed:in S. Africa 


Two new shipping lines have been 
formed in the Union of South Africa, 
according to the South African press. 

One, the Africa Pacific Line, will pro- 
vide the first direct service from the . 
Union and East Africa to American and 
Canadian Pacific ports via the Cape of 
Good Hope and the Panama Canal. 
Service is scheduled to begin this 
month. 

The other line will be known as the 
Cape Ocean Transport Limited. This 
service was formed with the backing of 
American capital and will be managed 
by the South African Marine Corpora- 
tion Limited. 


Ships Chartered for Africa Pacitic 


Seaford Shipping Co. of South Africa 
reportedly has joined forces with the 
Japanese shipping line Kawasaka Kisen 
Kaisha Limited, the K Line, to form 
Africa Pacific Line. They will begin 
operations by chartering six ships, three 
from Britain and three from the K Line. 

Monthly ‘sailings are scheduled, and 
plans call for ships to visit Vancouver, 
Seattle, Portland, San Francisco, and 
Los Angeles on the Pacific coasts of 
Canada and the United States and then 
proceed south and east through the 
Panama Canal to Cape Town, Port Eliz- 
abeth, East London, Durban, Lourenco 
Marques, and Beira. 


On the return voyage ships will serve 
Mombasa, Dar es Salaam, Lourenco 
Marques, Durban, and Cape Town, in 
East and South Africa and then proceed 
west and north through the Panama 
Canal to Los Angeles, San Francisco, 
Portland, Seattle, and Vancouver. 


Africa Pacific Line hopes eventually 
to buy its own ships, which will. sail 
under the South African flag. The ships 
will be additions to the South African 
registered oceangoing fleet, numbering 
at present 19 vessels. 

Parry, Leon, & Hayhoe of Johannes- 
burg are the South African agents of 
Africa Pacific Line. 


Cape Ocean Will Buy Vessels 

SAFMARINE, the Union’s major 
shipping line, operates seven of its own 
ships at present but charters other for- 
eign vessels as needed. This line hopes 
it can coordinate the activities of the 
new Cape Ocean Transport Limited, 
which will also own its ships and regis- 
ter them in South Africa, with its own 
operations and eliminate the need for 
chartering foreign vessels. Cape Ocean 
wil] buy as a starter two vessels’ now 
being built in Japan.—U. S, Embassy, 
Pretoria, 
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‘Eleetriec Current 
Abroad’ 


The characteristics of electric current 
—type (alternating or direct current), 
number of phases, frequency (cycles a 
second), and voltages—found in the prin- 
cipal foreign cities throughout the world 
are listed in this publication. Also for 
convenience there are included cities in 
the State of Alaska as well as cities in 
such areas as the Canal Zone (Panama), 
Guam, Hawaii, Puerto Rico, and the 
Virgin Islands of the United States. 
The stability of the frequency, the num- 
ber of wires to a residence, and the 
maximum wattages allowed on the serv. 
ice are given insofar as the information 
was available. 

The current characteristics and other 
data furnished relate to domestic service 
only. Where obtainable, commercial 
electric current characteristics are re- 
ferred to in footnotes. 


Data contained in this booklet, which 
is a revision of a similar report pub- 
lished in April 1954 under the same 
title, will be of interest not only to 
the foreign trade community, tourists, 
and American personnel stationed in 
foreign countries, but also to manufac- 
turers. 


[] Electric Current Abroad. 77 pp. 
25 cents. 


WTIS Reports 


THE WORLD Trade _ Information 
Service is a storehouse of facts and 
figures needed by United States foreign 
traders, investors, manufacturers, and 
fesearchers. The data on which most 
of the individual WTIS reports in parts 
l and 2 are based are obtained from 
250 U. S. Foreign Service posts through- 
out the world and are analyzed, corre- 
lated, and supplemented in the Bureau 
of Foreign Commerce by country an- 
tlysts and specialists. The statistical 
data in part 3 are based on official 
United States and foreign government 


trade reports, 
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L] Basic Data on the Economy of 
Mexico. WTIS, part 1, No. 59-5. 24 
pp. 1 map. 13 tables. 10 cents. 
Agriculture in Mexico is described in 
this report in detail. Items reported on 
include principal crops, Government 
agricultural policies, land distribution, 
dams and irrigation projects, machinery 
and fertilizers and pest controls, re- 
search and extension, farm credits and 
price supports and controls, tariffs and 


trade controls, and public and private 
investment, 


Other items reported on include Mex- 
ican forestry, livestock, fisheries, min- 
ing, petroleum, industry, power, trans- 
portation, communications, finance, 
foreign trade, and marketing. 


Mexico population June 30, 1956, is 
given at 30,538,050 persons of whom 
13,467,685 are classified urban and 17,- 
070,365 rural. The urban and rural 
population is reported also for each 
State or Territory of Mexico. 

Mexico has in operation, according to 
this report, gas absorption plants, a 


sulfur-recovery plant, and a lubricants. 


plant. “The gas plants," the report 
states, “have a daily capacity for treat- 
ing 850 million cubic feet of gas and 
for producing 28,000 barrels of light 
products. Mexico is a net exporter of 
natural gas through its 20-year contract 
with the Texas Eastern Gas Transmis- 
sion Corp., which became effective 
October 1956 and calls for an initial 
sale of 100 million cubic feet of gas 
daily.” 

The report goes on to say that “It 
was estimated by the Bank of Mexico 
that of the $1,200 million foreign direct 
investments in Mexico in 1957, 78.4 per- 
cent was United States investments; 
13.5 percent Canafian; 1 percent Swed- 
ish; 4.3 percent United Kingdom; and 
2.8 percent other countries, including 
Germany, Argentina, Cuba, France, 
Italy, Holland, Brazil, Denmark, and 
Belgium.” 


C) Establishing a Business in the 
United Kingdom. WTI/S, part 1, No. 
59-10. 9 pp. 10 cents. 


This report supersedes the World 
Trade Information Service report, “Es- 


tablishing a Business in the United 
Kingdom,” part 1, No. 56-63, July 1956. 

Details on the current policy of re- 
laxed controls on investment in the 
United Kingdom are given in this re- 
port. Items covered are Government 
policy on investment, trade _ factors, 
business organization, location and 
building of factories, employment laws 
and regulations, and taxation. 

In describing Government policy on 
investment, the report gives information 
on the United Kingdom's present policy 
toward direct investment, approval of 
projects, factors in investment, licens- 
ing agreements, repatriation of capital 
and earnings, and the investment guar- 
anty program of the International Co- 
operation Administration. 


] Western Hemisphere Trade Cor- 
porations. WT/S, part 1, No. 59-11. 
2 pp. 10 cents. 


This report sets forth the qualifying 
requirements of a Western Hemisphere 
trade corporation, the ‘tax advantage 
accorded to such a corporation, and in- 
terpretive rules by the Internal Revenue 
Service. Examples of the many pub- 
lished materials on this subject are 
listed for those interested in exploring 
the various aspects of Western Hemi- 
sphere trade corporations. 

This publication supersedes “Western 
Hemisphere Trade Corporations,” 


WTIS, part 1, No. 55-79, issued July 
1955, . 


-—] Law of Instaliment Sales in 


Venezuela. WTI/S, part 1, No. 59-13. 
4 pp. 10 cents. 


Venezuela has enacted a new statute 
to govern installment selling. By Decree 
491 of December 26, 1958, Venezuela 
repealed its 1955 “Law on Sales With 
Reservation of Title’ and has replaced 
it with a new statute bearing the same 
title. This report contains a translation 
of the new law, based on the text pub- 
lished in the Gaceta Oficial of January 
7, 1959. 


This publication supersedes WTIS re- 
port, part 1, No. 55-54, “Law of Install- 
ment Sales, Venezuela.” 
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[] Economic Developments in Den- 
mark, 1958. WTI/S, part 1, No. 59-14. 
8 pp. 10 cenfs. 

This annual review discusses in con- 
siderable detail the outstanding develop- 
ments during 1958 in the major com- 
ponents of Denmark’s economy. Among 
the subjects covered are agriculture, in- 
dustry, foreign trade, finance, price 
trends, atomic energy, and investments. 

An excerpt from the appraisal of 
Denmark's overall situation follows: 


“By the end of 1958, the economy of 
Denmark, on balance, entered into a 
more favorable position than at the end 
of 1957. The country’s foreign exchange 
earnings continued to improve and its 
accumulated exchange reserves were 
unprecedented. The increased earnings 
from industrial exports contributed 
their share to the balance-of-payments 
surplus on current account. Income 
from tourism made a new record with 
an increase over the 1957 net income 
figure of 70 million crowns (1 Danish 
crown =US$0.145), 

“The quantitative output of livestock 
products in 1958 is estimated to have 
exceeded the preceding year by 1 or 2 
percent. Crop output totaled 139.1 mil- 
lion crop units in 1958 or 0.4 million 
crop units more than in 1957. 

“The conclusion of a 3-year labor con- 
tract was one of the highlights of 
1958.” 


[] Licensing and Exchange Con- 
trols, Taiwan (Formosa). WT/S, part 
2, No. 59-12. 4 pp. 10 cents. 


This publication supersedes the World 
Trade Information Service report, part 
2, No. 56-10, “Licensing and Exchange 
Controls, Taiwan (Formosa).” 

The publication explains how the 
Chinese Government conserves and 
channels foreign exchange to meet the 
more essential needs of the Taiwan 
economy. It gives details covering im- 
port licensing and documentation, ex- 
change control over outward and in- 
ward remittances, and export control 
procedures. 

The report also explains in general 
the extent of United States control over 
exports and imports and includes a list 
of the commodities currently importable 
into the United States from Taiwan 
under the “certificate of origin proce- 
dure.” 


[] Import Tariff System of Ceylon. 
WTIS, part 2, No. 59-13. 2 pp. 10 cents. 

This report supersedes “Import Tar- 
iff System of Ceylon,” WTIS, part 2, 
No, 55-22, issued in February 1955. 

Very briefly discussed are the units 
of currency, weight, and measure; bases 
of levying specific and ad valorem 
duties; the method of payment of du- 
ties; preferential duties; customs sur- 
taxes and sales- and other internal 
taxes; consular documents and fees; 
and trade restrictions, 
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[] Preparing Shipments to Burma. 
WTIS, part 2, No. 59-15. 6 pp. 10 cents. 

This publication supersedes “Prepar- 
ing Shipments to Burma,” World Trade 
Information Service, part 2, No. 56-38, 
issued in ‘April 1956. 

“The hazards which goods may en- 
counter en route to Burma make it 
imperative that great care be taken 
in packing for shipment. In the course 
of the long journey, the goods may be 
handled several times and may be ex- 
posed to insects, dampness, dust, pil- 
ferage, improper stowage, and inade- 
quate handling facilities,’ according to 
the report. 

Described in detail are such factors 
as the necessary shipping documents 
and licenses, the labeling and marking 
of merchandise or containers, packing 
for export, customs procedures with 
respect to the entry of merchandise, the 
handling of abandoned goods, and the 
levying of fines and penalties, as well 
as the consideration of appeals and 
claims, warehousing of goods, shipping 
by mail, and the treatment of samples 
and advertising matter. 


[] Licensing and Exchange Con- 
trols, the Federation of Malaya. 
WTIS, part 2, No. 59-19. 4 pp. 10 cents. 

Import and export controls of both 
the Federation of Malaya and the 
United States are described in this re- 
port. 

The Federation of Malaya, a member 
of the British Cominonwealth, adminis- 
ters iicensing and exchange controls 
along the general lines of other sterling- 
area countries. One of the main pur- 
poses of these controls is the conserva- 
tion of hard currency for balance-of- 
payments reasons. The Federation it- 
self, however, with large exports of 
rubber and tin is a substantial net dol- 
lar earner and regularly has positive 
trade balances. Thus, the Federation’s 
restrictions on direct imports from the 
dollar area may be considered as a 
practice of adhering to the general 
“dollar pool” pattern laid out for Com- 
monwealth areas rather than one dic- 
tated by the Federation’s own balance 
of payments. 

In administering import controls, the 
Federation is guided by the major 
criterion of releasing dollars only for 
such goods as are unavailable from 
Commonwealth sources. 


[] Import Tariff System of Costa 
Rica. WTIS, part 2, No. 59-20. 2 pp. 
10 cents. . 

This report supersedes “Import Tar- 
iff System of Costa Rica,” WTIS, part 
2, No. 55-75, issued May 1955. 

It defines the units of currency, 
weight, and measure in Costa Rica, In 
addition, it states the bases of specific 
and ad valorem duties, method of pay- 
ment of duties, preferential duties, cus- 
toms surtaxes, sales and other internal 
taxes, consular documents and _ fees, 
trade restrictions, and special regula- 
tions. 


ne, 


[] Preparing Shipments to Para. 
guay. WTIS, part 2, No. 59-21. 7 pp, 
10 cents. 


All the documents needed for surface 
or air shipments to Paraguay are des. 
cribed, but the consular invoice is dig. 
cussed in particular detail to translate 
Spanish-language instructions into Eng. 
lish, Also, the means of correcting ship. 
ping documents and the consular fees 
charged are discussed. 


Other subjects include the sending of 
shipments by mail; treatment of 
samples and advertising matter; label. 
ing, marking, and ovacking; entry of 
goods, warehousing, and transshipment; 
the disposition of abandoned goods and 
prohibitions against reexportation; and 
customs procedures with respect to used 
or damaged articles, the importation of 
goods governed by special regulations, 
fines and penalties and appeals and 
claims, and tentative rulings on tariff 
classifications, 


LC) Foreign Trade of the Federation 
of Rhodesia and Nyasaland, 1956- 
57. WTIS, part 3, No. 59-6. 4 pp. 20 
cents. 


This publication gives a statistical 
summary of some of the important as- 
pects of the foreign trade of the Fed- 
eration of Rhodesia and Nyasaland. 


Annual statistics for total trade and 
trade with the United States for the 
years 1954 through 1957 are given in 
table 1. Trade of the Federation for the 
years 1956 and 1957, by principal coun- 
tries and principal commodities, is 
shown in tables 2 through 6; principal 
items in trade with the United States 
are presented in tables 7 and 8. 





The accompanying check- 
list may be used as an order 
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FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 





Israel To Seek More 
Trade at N.Y. Fair 


{srael’s participation in the Third 
y.§. World Trade Fair in New York 
City’s Coliseum, May 8-19, will consti- 
tute one of the country’s major efforts 
to expand its trade with the United 
States. 

Preparations for this year’s exhibit, 
which was designed by one of Israel's 
pest known architects, are proceeding 
rapidly. In addition to the official dis- 
play, approximately 40 individual firms 
have been allocated space in the exhibit 
for display of their products. 

Last year all Israel exhibits abroad 
pre the message of the State’s 10th 
anniversary, but this year it is planned 
that exhibits will be directed to the 
important job of business promotion. 
Samples of Israel’s export products such 
as fashions, knitwear, raincoats, cement, 
plywood, plate glass, chemicals, dia- 
monds, carbon paper, and gift articles 
will be on display. 

Tourism also will be featured and a 
souvenir shop offering gift articles will 
be a part of the exhibit. a 

Israel also plans to exhibit in trade 
fairs in Johannesburg, Lyon, Poznan, 
mir, Stockholm, Zagreb, Belgrade, 
Marseille, Salonika, Toronto. A travel- 
ing exhibit of Israel] industry will be 
sent to Rhodesia to develop that market. 


Chicago Trade Fair To Have 
Floating Hospitality Ship 


The Prinses Irene, new Dutch luxury 
liner, will sail through the St. Lawrence 
Seaway and dock at Chicago’s Navy 
Pier on July 2, serving as a floating 
hospitality ship for duration of the Chi- 
cago International Trade Fair, July 
3-18, according to the fair management. 

The liner will serve as an exclusive 
Club Internationale for exhibitors, 
buyers, and Chicago businessman on a 
membership basis. Membership will be 
allotted to exhibitors for duration of 
the fair and to buyers on a daily basim 

The air-conditioned ship will offer 
cabin accommodations to a_ limited 
group during the fair. Spacious decks, 
lounges, library, and other facilities will 
serve exhibitors and buyers. 

Plans also are being arranged for a 
Visit to the fair on July 6 by Queen 
Elizabeth II of England. This would 
be the first visit to Chicago by the 
Queen. The trip would be made via 
the St. Lawrence Seaway in the Queen's 
ship, the Britannia. 

An extensive program of entertain- 
Ment is being arranged and will include 
intenational guest artists from Japan, 
Taiwan, Africa, Haiti; France, Italy, 
and Spain. 
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524 Machinery Manufacturers Book Space for 
World Textile Equipment Exhibit in Milan 


Sponsors of the Third International Textile Equipment Exhibition, 
to be held at the Milan fairgrounds, September 12-21, report that 524 
textile machinery manufacturers, including 18 American firms, already 


have booked space. 

Other countries planning to exhibit 
at the fair include Italy, 172 firms; West 
Germany, 160 firms; Switzerland, 43; 
Great Britain, 41; France, 50; and Bel- 
gium 21, The purpose of this specialized 
exhibition, which is sponsored every 4 
years by the European Association of 
Textile Machinery Manufacturers, is to 
provide textile manufacturers an oppor- 
tunity to acquaint themselves with new 
developments in the field of production 
machinery. 


Volume of Business Expected 


Exhibitors are permitted to conclude 
sales contracts during the show, and 
the sponsors expect an even larger vol- 
ume of business than at the 1955 exhi- 
bition, held in Brussels, which included 
textile goods and was visited by about 
500,000 visitors. 


The exhibition is reserved exclusively 
for manufacturers of textile machines, 
of accessories, and special equipment for 
the textile industry, including electric 
and electronic equipment, within the 
limits established by the General Secre- 
tariat. Stand rental is fixed at 15,000 
Italian lire a square meter, approxi- 
mately $24. 


Although the exhibition will be open 
to the general public upon payment of 
an admission fee, most of the visitors 
are expected to be textile manufacturers 
and technical experts from all over the 
world. The show will include all types 
of textile machinery, such as spinning, 
dyeing, weaving, and knitting. 


Applications Due Before May 


In collaboration with the Italian As- 
sociation of Textile Machinery Manu- 
facturers (ACIMIT), the European 
Association of Textile Machinery Man- 
ufacturers has created a special organi- 
zation in Milan to manage the exposition 
known as EIAT—1959 (Esposizione In- 
ternationale Attrezzature Attrezzature 
Tessili), American textile machinery 
manufacturers interested in participat- 
ing should submit applications before 
May 1959 directly to EIAT 1959, Gen- 
eral Secretariat, 10 Via Barucchini, 
Milan, Italy, 


Requests for additional information 
concerning the Exhibition may be di- 
rected to the Trade Development Divi- 
sion, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C.—U. S. Consulate, Milan. 





Ghent World Fair 


To Feature 2 Themes 


Modern Home and Euromart will be 
main themes for the 14th International 
Trade Fair of Ghent which will be held 
at Palais des Floralies in Ghent, Bel- 
gium, September 12-September 27. 

The fair, under sponsorship of the 
Belgian Government, will again be or- 
ganized by Foire Internationale de Gand, 
Association sans But Lucratif, a non- 
profit organization. In importance in 
Belgium it ranks next to the Interna- 
tional Trade Fair of Brussels, and has 
as its aim the promotion of domestic 
and foreign trade. The fair will have 
special country and industry celebra- 
tions; this year the program probably 
will include a Belgian Oversea territory 
day, an American day, a European home 
day and similar others. 


Requests for space have been received ~ 
from many old-time participants and 
from several new applicants; space” is 
expected to be fully booked by the end 
of July. 


Equipment and supplies of foreign 
origin may enter the fair as “goods in 
transit” under security of a bond to be 
put up with the Belgian Customs Ad- 
ministration. A Customs appraiser and 
a receiver office will be installed at the 
fair for benefit of foreign participants. 

Rental charges for exhibition space 
are 500 Belgian francs a square meter 
indoors, 200 Belgian francs a square 
meter outdoors, and 1,500 Belgian francs 
a square meter indoors for an equipped 
standard booth. Corner stands with two 
or three open sides may be obtained 
by visitors who obtain more than 12 
square meters of space (1 Belgian franc 
= US$0.02). 

Applications must reach the fair man- 
agement not later than July 1. Fifty 
percent of the amount due for space 
must accompany the application and the 
remainder must’ be paid before July 31. 
—U. S. Consulate, Antwerp. 





West German 1958 December live- 
stock census reflected significant 
changes from a year earlier, the For- 
eign Agricultural Service reports. 

Hog numbers, at 14.65 million were 
down 5 percent, or 772,000 head, but 
cattle numbers at 12.04 million showed 
a slight increase. Sheep and horse num- 
bers continued to decline. ° 
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Ljubljana Schedules 
4 World Trade Fairs 


The management of the Ljubljana 
Fair has announced a program of four 
international trade fairs to be held in 
Ljubljana, Yugoslavia this year. 


@ The United International Packing 
Fair will be held May 9-17, and will 
feature domestic and foreign packag- 
ing techniques using wood, sheet iron, 
glass, paper, cardboard, fabrics, and 
artificial resins as materials. Packag- 
ing machinery and automatic weighing 
and filling devices will be demonstrat- 
ed. A self-service store of the super- 
market variety will be the featured ex- 
hibit. 

@ International Exhibition of Weld- 
ing Technology is scheduled July 7-14. 
All ‘types of welding techniques will be 
demonstrated, and modern welding ma- 
chines and material will be displayed 
at this fair with chief emphasis on au- 
tomatic welding methods and welded 
constructions as well as on metalization, 
plastification, surface hardening, special 
soldering methods, and welding of arti- 
ficial resins and metal adhesion. 


Convention Precedes Welding Show 


Prior to the opening of this exhibi- 
‘tion a convention of international weld- 
ing institutes will be held in Opatija. 
The, conference will include a welding 
competition and prizes and diplomas 
will be awarded to the best domestic 
and foreign exhibits. 

® The Fifth International Wine Fair, 
August 28-September 6, will continue 
the series of successful wine fairs 
which have taken place in Ljubljana in 
recent years. Not only wines but also 
natural and artificial alcoholic liquors, 
domestic and foreign, will be displayed, 
and a board of expert international 
wine testers will award prizes to the 
most outstanding wines in each of a 
number of categories. All types of wine- 
making machinery and equipment also 
will be exhibited. 

@ Sixth International Fair of Broad- 
casting, Television, Telecommunica- 
tions and Automation, October 16-25, 
is a specialized event covering the en- 
tire field of electronics. Radio and tele- 
vision transmitters and receiving sets, 
telecommunication equipment of all 
kinds, equipment used in telegraphy, 
telephony, and wireless transmission, 
and electronic measuring devices will 
be displayed. A seminar concerning 
modern electronics, especially as it is 
adapted to present-day Yugoslavia, will 
be held during the fair. 

The management of the Ljubljana 
Fair is hopeful that a number of Ameri- 
can firms will participate in these fairs 
as they have in past years. The fair- 
grounds are located in the city of 
Ljubljana and include a modern plant, 
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the buildings of which were construct- 
ed in 1958. 

For details on rental cost, exhibition 
charges, and catalog fees, interested 
firms may write directly to Ljubljana 
Fair, Gospodarsko razstavisce, Titova 
50, POB 413, Ljubljana, Yugoslavia.— 
U. S. Consulate General, Zagreb, 





Design Show Returns 
To Philadelphia Soon 


The Design Engineering Show, first 
held in Philadelphia in 1956 and later 
in New York and Chicago, returns to 
Philadelphia’s Convention Hall for its 
1959 Show, May 25-28. 

Four hundred companies will exhibit 
some 12,000 products and about 4,000 
experts will answer questions of the 
expected 18,000 visitors. 

Engineers will study possible advances 
in virtually every type of product, from 
coffee pots to solar satellites, from 
motor scooters to atomic reactors, from 
electronic computers to hydraulic press- 
es. On demonstration will be hundreds 
of metal alloys, plastics, synthetic rub- 
ber, power transmission equipment, elec- 
trical and electronic components, all 
sorts of mechanical components, various 
shapes and forms, fasteners and adhe- 
sives, finishes and coatings, hydraulic 
and pneumatic components, engineering 
equipment and services, and virtually 
everything else that goes into the mak- 
ing of the consumer end product. 


Concurrently with the show will be 
an intensive, 4-day conference staged 
by the machine design division of the 
American Society of Mechanical Engi- 
neers. These sessions will be divided 
into 2 days of general meetings and 2 
days devoted to the specialized needs of 
engineers interested in the use of ma- 
terials, mechanics, or power and control. 

The general sessions will be devoted 
to a report on engineering design in 
Germany, general design engineering 
problems, and the more effective use of 
engineers in industry. ‘ 

Information about the show and con- 
ference, hotels and advance registration 
cards may be obtained from Clapp & 
Poliak, Inc., 341 Madison Avenue, New 
York 17, N. Y. 





Confection, Baking Trade 
Plans London Exhibition 


A complete range of modern plant 
and equipment and newly developed 
ingredients for the confectionery and 
baking trades will be shown at the 45th 
International Bakers’ and Confectioners’ 
Exhibtion to be held in the National 
and Empire Halls of Olympia, London, 
October 3-8. More than 95,000 square 
feet of space will be occupied by the 
exhibition, 

Oversea visitors are invited to attend 
and view the products of over 200 


tt —-, 


Antique Dealers’ Fair To 
Show British Works of Art 


Britain’s leading antique dealers from 
London and the Provinces will show 
their finest wares at the 19th Antique 
Dealers’ Fair and Exhibition scheduled 
to take place in the Great Hall of 
Grosvenor House, Park Lane, London, 
June 10-25. 


Among 87 stands will be found an 
assortment of antiques ranging from 
furniture, porcelains—English, Conti- 
nental, and Oriental—glass, gold, silver, 
jewelry, books, bronzes, pewter, pic. 
tutes, prints, carpets, tapestries to an- 
tiquities of the Egyptian, Roman, and 
Greek civilizations. 

The fair, under the patronage of Her 
Majesty Queen Elizabeth, the Queen 
Mother, will be a spectacle of lovely 
works of art by master craftsmen of 
the past as well as a great mart for 
connoisseurs and collectors not only in 
Britain but from all parts of the world, 

As in previous years, there will be 
the loans from the collections of Her 
Majesty Queen Elizabeth and other 
members of the Royal Family and a 
loan from the Worshipful Company of 
Goldsmiths. Except for the Royal loans 
and that of the Worshipful Company 
of Goldsmiths, all articles exhibited are 
for sale. To qualify as an exhibit, every 
object of art must be authentic of the 
period it represents and must have been 
made prior to the year 1830. 


Requests for additional information 
concerning the 19th Antique Dealers’ 
Fair should be directed to Horace 
Sanders, Press Secretaries (1956) Ltd, 
38 Parliament Street, London, S.W.1, 
England. 





manufacturers of bakery ‘machinery, 
plant, and bakery materials which are 
to be shown. ° 

A reception and information bureau 
will be located in the National Hall 
entrance where a free pass and Cata- 
logue guide to the exhibition may be 
obtained. An interpreter service alse 
will be available. In addition, a com- 
prghensive guide to historic and popular 
sights of London will be given to for: 
eign visitors. 

Prize-winning displays of  confec- 
tionery and bread entered by the finest 
craftsmen in the United Kingdom will 
be staged and leading patissiers ane 
bakers throughout Europe are again 
contributing to an international feature. 

Inquiries concerning the 45th Inter- 
national Bakers’ and Confectioners’ Ex- 
hibition should be addressed to the or- 
ganizers: The Trades’ Markets and 
Exhibitions Ltd., 623 Grand Buildings, 
Trafalgar Square, London, W.C2, 
England. 
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The Singapore Constitution Exposi- 
tion, which closed on March 10, was 
ed as a financial success. Prelimi- 
nary estimates place revenues from the 
exhibition at more than $300,000. Of 
this approximately $143,000 was from 
ticket sales and the remainder from 
pooth rer.tals. 

A net profit, estimated at about $33,- 
000, will be turned over to local chari- 
ties. Sale of goods at the exposition is 
estimated to have exceeded $2.3 million. 
_U. S. Consulate General, Singapore. 

Official participants in the Pacifie In- 
ternational Trade Fair in Lima, Peru, 
October 1-18, 1959, will include Canada, 
Japan, Britain, France, Israel, Czech- 
oslovakia, Argentina, Uruguay, Chile, 
Mexico, Sweden, Denmark, Nether- 
lands, Belgium, Luxembourg, Italy, 
Spain, and the United States. 

Switzerland will be a_ semiofficial 
participant and India, United Arab Re- 
public, Brazil, Bolivia, Venezuela, Pan- 
ama, Ecuador, Colombia are negotiating 


about participation——U. S. Embassy, 
Lima. 
The biennial Cologne International 


Furniture Fair will be held February 
11-15, 1960, at the Cologne exhibition 
ground. Ten halls will be available cov- 
ering an exhibition space of 90,000 
square meters. The fair in 1958 at- 
tracted a total of 872 exhibitors, includ- 
ing 195 firms from 16 foreign countries. 


Closing deadline for space reservation 
by exhibitors is August 15, 1959. The 
fair is represented in the United States 
by the German-American Trade Promo- 
tion Office, Empire State Building, 350 
Fifth Avenue, New York 1, N. Y.—U. S. 
Consulate General, Duesseldorf, 


Ethiopia will participate in the Third 
U.S. World Trade Fair at the Coliseum 
in New York City, May 8-19, with a 
predominantly agricultural exhibit. This 
event is the first large U. S. trade fair 
in which Ethiopia will have partici- 
pated, and although that country does 
not expect to exhibit annually in the 
United States, it does plan to partici- 
pate in at least one major foreign ex- 
position each year—U. S. Embassy, 
Addis Ababa. 

Twenty-five Canadian firms plan to 
Participate in a display arranged by 
the Department of Trade and Com- 
merce at the Atomfair, which opened in 
Cleveland, Ohio, on April 5 for a 6-day 
Tun, 

The exhibit will show products and 
Services in the nuclear energy field, 
including power reactors and reactor 
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components, fuel elements, radioactive 
isotopes, scintillometers, irradiation 
equipment, uranium oxides, scintillation 
chemicals, as well as design and re- 
search facilities, 

An announcement of the Atomfair 
appeared in Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
April 28, 1958, page 22. 


— 


The Canadian Trade Fair in Trinidad 
sponsored and organized by the Cana- 
dian Government opened in Port of 
Spain on February 20 and was visited 
by a total of more than 80,000 people 
before closing on March 1, 

Exhibitors were well satisfied with 
the orders placed during the fair, ac- 
cording to the Canadian Trade Com- 
missioner, The bulk of the buyers came 
from Trinidad with others from Bar- 
bados, British Guiana, the Windward 
and Leeward Islands. Copies of a broch- 
ure listing the exhibitors are available 
from the Trade Development Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. 


Department of Commerce, Washington 
aa on. 








Versatility of Cast Metal 
To Be Displayed in Chicago 


The Engineered Castings Show to be 
held at the Hotel Sherman, Chicago, 
Iil., April 13-17, will demonstrate the 
versatile quality of cast metal in creat- 
ing product reality from design ideas. 

Staged by the American Foundry- 
men’s Society (AFS) in conjunction 
with its 63d Castings Congress, the 
show will be comprised of exhibits that 
will demonstrate the economy, utility, 
and quality of cast metal for both com- 
ponent parts and end products, 

On display will be all types of metals 
and alloys, patterns, and castings, in- 
cluding investment and die castings. 
The range of interest will stretch from 
marine propellers to missile airscoops, 
with every kind of “in between” casting 
application. 

A special feature of the Engineered 
Castings Show will be the continuous 
demonstrations of casting application to 
modern design .and engineering. It is 
an exclusive product development to 
enable Product-Design Engineers to 
evaluate and discuss the advantages of 
cast products for their own design con- 
cepts. 

A diversified technical program com- 
prised of over 90 separate sessions will 
include a wide choice of subjects deal- 
ing with the design aspects of casting 
production. 

The show is expected to attract an 
attendance of from 6,000 to 8,000. 

Further information concerning the 
Engineered Castings Show and the 63d 
AFS Castings Congress may be obtained 
from the American Foundrymen’s So- 


ciety, Golf & Wolf Roads, Des Plaines, 
Til, 
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Sales Reach Peak at 
Italian Fashion Show 


The 17th edition of the Italian Fash- 
ion Show staged in Palazzo Pitti, Flor- 
ence, January 19-22, achieved a success 
which surpassed all expectations. In- 
creased interest on the part of foreign 
buyers and the large volume of busi- 
ness transacted indicate that Italian 
fashions continue to gain prestige on 
world markets. 

Spring and summer lines of boutique 
and sportswear, millinery and high 
fashions were presented by 35 fashion 
houses from Florence, Rome, Turin, 
Milan, S. Margherita Ligure, and Gal- 
liate, Novara. Fashion accessories were 
shown at one of the principal Florence 
hotels by 44 handicraft firms in con- 
junction with the fashion show. A spe- 
cial feature of the show was the pro- 
motion of Italian cotton textiles by 
various fashion houses. 


The fashion show attracted 207 for- 
eign buying firms with 500 individual 
buyers, including 31 well-known U. S. 
firms, 34 British firms, 87 German—the 
most numerous, constituting over 42 
percent of the total, and 30 Swiss 
firms; and others from France, Aus- 
tria, Sweden, Belgium, The Nether- 
lands, Canada, Australia, Uruaguay, 
and Spain. This total was the highest 
number. of buying firms ever to attend 
the show. U. S. firms represented about 
15 percent of the total. 


Number of Buyers Limited 


Because of the exceptionally large 
buyer attendance, the show manage- 
ment limited access to 2 persons per 
firm instead of 3, as in previous shows. 
Firms wishing to send 3 buyers had to 
double the guarantee sum requested 
as a deposit. Notwithstanding these 
provisions, the White Room of the Pa- 
lazzo Pitti was crowded to capacity, 
and some firms could not gain admit- 
tance because reservations were not 
secured in time. 

Although no official sales figures 
have been released, the management 
estimates the volume of business at 
over 2 billion lire, including subsequent 
sales which will be made as a result of 
the show. This is considerably higher 
than in past shows. German buyers re- 
portedly made the largest purchases, 
surpassing those by Americans. Other 
European firms are said to have made 
large purchases (621 lire=US$1). 

All collections presented were suc- 
cessful, and nearly all houses sold well. 
Sportswear and _ boutique, especially 
knitwear, appear to have done the 
highest amount of business. 

Aside from its immediate results, the 
Florence Fashion Show, together with 
the rival Roman showings, have made 
an important contribution to the pro- 
motion of Italian exports, 
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Audio Equipment and Tubes Lead Among 
Record Exports of British Electronics 


New record exports of radios, television sets, and other electronic 
equipment valued at £45 million were shipped from the United King- 
dom in 1958, according to the British press. The 1958 total represents 
an increase of £1.5 million over the 1957 peak, the Electronics Division, 
U. S. Department of Commerce reports. | 

The highest proportionate increase was shown for tubes, £5.3 
million, £1.4 million over 1957. New high levels also were reached in 
the sound reproducing groups—hi-fi, phonographs, record changers, 
public address, and other audio equipment—where the total, £11.3 mil- 
lion, represented a gain of £1.4 million over 1957 and was more than 
double the value for 1955, £5.6 million. 


Exports of radio and television receiv- 
ers, more than £3.5 million, held at 
about the same level as in 1957. A 
significant increase in exports of tele- 
vision receivers, which surpassed the 
£1 million mark, was offset by reduced 
exports of radio receivers. 


Shipments of components maintained 
the high volume of preceeding years 
but were slightly lower in value. High- 
level exports of tubes and other com- 
ponents reflects the trend toward in- 
creased assembly abroad of British 
models of radio and television receiv- 
ers, with consequent adverse effects on 
the direct export of finished sets. 


The United Kingdom internal market 
for radio and television receivers also 
expanded in 1958, largely as the re- 
sult of a surge in business following 
the relaxation of credit restrictions and 
abandonment of rental and installment 
buying controls at the end of October. 
Output reached an estimated 2-million 
television sets in 1958 compared with 
1.87 million in 1957. 

Retail transactions in 1958 are esti- 
mated at 1.8 «million television sets, 
representing about £100 million in re- 
tail business. Radio receiver sales are 
reported to have reached 1.3 million, 
including 100,000 automobile units. 

Despite the industry’s excellent pros- 
pects for 1959, some manufacturers he- 
lieve that the saturation point is be- 
ing reached in the British television 
market, and that in the early 1960's 
the industry’s main business will be to 
provide replacements. Nearly 9 million 
television receivers are in operation. 


Broadcasting System May Change 


Widespread changes, however, may 
occur in the British television industry 
through adoption of a higher-definition, 
625-line system for broadcasting in 
UHF bands IV and V, expected to be 
recommended by the British Govern- 
ment’s Television Advisory Committee 
(TAC). This action could be a first 
ards into conformity with the Interna- 
tional Radio Consultative Committee 


(CCIR) system used in most of conti- © 


nental Europe, except France. Existing 
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television receivers would not, of 
course, become obsolete, as any addi- 
tional transmissions using new stand- 
ards would not affect for a prolonged 
period the present pattern of British 
telecasts using the 405-line system 
within bands I and III.—U. S. Em- 
bassy, London. 





Panamanian Exports 


Of Bananas To Dip 


Panama’s weekly shipments of ba- 
nanas from plantations of the Armuelles 
Division of Chiriqui Land Co., Pana- 
manian subsidiary of the United Fruit 
Co., will be reduced to 150,000 stems 
from the current level of 185,000. 


In early March, hurricane’ winds 
knocked down an estimated 1 million 
banana plants, bringing this year’s 
losses to date to 142 million plants, 700,- 
000 of which were with fruit within 3 
months of maturity. 

Pacific plantations also suffered in 
early February, when strong winds 
knocked down half a million banana 
plants, of which some 200,000 plants 
were in fruit. Recovery depends on the 
availability of refrigerated shipping 
space for immediate movement of fruit, 
but maximum recovery is not expected 
to exceed 10 percent. Salvaged fruit is 
European grade, slightly immature. 
Plantations will take 10 months to re- 
cover from these losses. 


Radio and TV Markets 
Expand in Netherlands 


Despite the growing popularity of 
television in the Netherlands, industry 
sources there expect that the market 
for radio receiving sets will continue to 
expand. There are 2.8 million families 
step in bringing British television stand. 
in the Netherlands and 3 million regis- 
tered radios. The number of television 
sets recently has surpassed 400,000 fol- 
lowing a rapid increase in the past few 
years. 





ee 


Aluminum Output 
Expanding in India 


A substantial addition to India’s gq. 
mestic aluminum production, resulting 
from the opening in February of the 
10,000-ton Hirakud smelter by the Ip. 


dian Aluminum Co., may be followed 
soon by new increases, 


The Birla interests in India are eo). 
laborating with U. S. Kaiser interests 
in plans for a reduction plant of 10,000. 
tons initial capacity in the Rihand Dam 
area. Capacity of both the Hiraku 
plant and the proposed Birla-Kaiser 
plant reportedly could be doubled rea. 
ily if additional power could be made 
available, 

A separate project is under consid. 
eration by the Italian firm, Montecatini, 
and three Indian companies, with ¢. 
operation of the Madras Government, 
Studies of bauxite deposits in the Salem 
District, Madras State, have been made 
by an Italian survey team which ip. 
cluded a representative of Montecatini, 


Plans, according to reports, include 
construction of an alumina plant to 
process bauxite mined in the Shevaroy 
Hills in Salem, a 10,000-ton aluminum 
smelter, and a plant to manufacture 
semifabricated aluminum products, An 
alternate proposal being considered is 
to build the primary aluminum smelter 
as a first step, with the intention of 
importing alumina until the bauxite. 
processing plant could be completed, 
Power for the reduction of alumina to 
aluminum would come from the Mettur 
hydroelectric system. 


India’s present primary aluminum 
capacity, including the new Hirakud 
plant, is approximately 18,000 tons a 
year. For 1957, consumption was re- 
ported at 36,000 to 40,000, and imports 


of aluminym in all forms totaled about 
27,000 tons. 





German Firm To Make Buses 
And Trucks in Argentina 


The Argentine Government and the 
German firm Daimler Benz have signed 
an agreement covering the manufacture 
by Mercedes Benz Argentina of trucks, 
buses and small diesel motors. 


An additional sum of 20 million marks 
will be invested by the German com- 
pany to complete the machine tooling of 
the Argentine factory (1 German 
mark = US$0.238). 

Within 18 months, the plant reported- 
ly will be producing 300 trucks -month- 
ly of which 80 percent will be manu- 
factured domestically. Employees of the 
factory will number nearly. 3,000.— 
U. S. Embassy, Buenos Aires. 
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Wattle Bark Output 
In S. Africa Higher 


South African milled wattle bark 
production increased from 24,500 long 
tons in 1957 to 29,000 long tons in 1958. 
Output of wattle extract on the other 
pand, declined from 98,390 long tons 
to 90,000 long tons in the like period, 
according to the Leather, Shoes and 
Allied Products Division, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce. 


Exports of wattle bark totaled 31,- 
303 long tons in 1958 compared with 
95,043 long tons in 1957. The major 

, of these exports normally is 
shipped to the European Continent and 
in 1958 such shipments amounted to 
19,533 long tons. The United States 
received 10,198 long tons of milled 
wattle bark exports. 

Wattle extract shipments totaled 84,- 
150 long tons in 1958, a decline from 
the 95,674 long tons shipped in 1957. 
Principal foreign markets in 1958 were 
the United Kingdom, 22,657 long tons; 
Continent of Europe, 12,954; commu- 
fist China, 11,728; Japan, 11,060; the 
United States, 7,207; and Australia and 
New Zealand, 5,162 long tons. 

At the close of 1958, an estimated 
750,000 acres were under wattle culti- 
vation. 

The price of £56, or $156.80, per long 
ton of extract f.o.b. Durban remained 
unchanged in 1958. The price of bark 
fell from £24, 10 s. or $67.20, per long 
ton f.o.b. Durban to £21 or $58.80. 

The export market for wattle extract 
and bark is expected to taper off at a 
level slightly lower than 1958. The in- 
dustry attributed the increase of 1958 
exports of bark, totaling 6,000 tons 
over 1957 figures, to stockpiling efforts 
at the lower prices in effect during the 
period April-November. 

Some effect of the inroads made by 
synthetic substitutes in the leather 
field’ still remain. but slight recovery 
is noted and attributed to the vigorous 
propaganda campaigns carried on lo- 
' cally and in pincipal oversea markets. 
Extract and bark exporters reportedly 
are paying 13 shillings, or $1.95, per 
import ton to leather propaganda funds 
of the importing country, provided the 
(pani campaign is vigorous and 
well organized.—U. S. Consulate, Dur- 





Cuban Business .. . 


(Continued from page 9) 


tangible results. Plans were made for 
holding a carnival after the Easter holi- 
days, but so far the Commission has 
not devised an overall plan for tourist 
Promotion and publicity. 

A $250,000-cosmetics plant and a $1 
million dollar soybean oil and meal 
plant neared completion in the greater 
Havana area’ in February, A chemical 
Products manufacturing plant under- 
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took the expansion -of its. operations in 
Camaguey through the establishment of 
a $100,000-display and sales branch in 
Ciego de Avila—U. S. Embassy, 
Havana. 





Wheelbarrow Demand in 
Germany 30,000 a Month 


Annual demand for wheelbarrows in 
Western Germany is estimated at 360,- 
000 units; within a period of 6 months, 
one manufacturer in the Netherlands 
supplied 30,Q00 wheelbarrows. to Ger- 
many, according to the Consumer Dur- 
able Goods Division, U., S. Department 
of Commerce reports. 

Prices of wheelbarrows made in the 
Nethelands are reported substantially 
below the German price for a light, 
easy-to-operate type equipped with rol- 
ler bearings and pneumatic tires. 

Currently, the firm of Het Fort in 
Hardinxveld, Netherlands is concen- 
trating its output on supplying the Ger- 
man market. This firm has just in- 
stalled a 400-ton-power press with a ca- 
pacity of 400 seamless steel barrow 
troughs an hour. Its capacity of com- 
plete barrows is about 100,000 a year. 
Annual domestic demand is limited to 
about 5,000 wheelbarrows. 


Het Fort started production in 1950 
as a one-man shop to produce welded 
barrows but is now fully mechanized. 
It is one of 7 wheelbarrow producers in 
the Netherlands and employs 35 per- 
sons, About 75 percent of its produc- 
tion is exported to oversea markets in 
Africa, South America, Congo, Canary 
Islands, Belgium, Curacao, New Guinea, 
and Greece. : 
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COMMODITY NEWS 


French Electronic 
Exports Up Steadily 


French exports of radio and television 
transmitters and receivers, subassem- 
blies, and accessories, including com- 
munication, navigation, detection, and 
control apparatus, totaled about 9.1 bil- 
lion frances in the first 9 months of 1958, 
compared with about 8.9 billion Francs 
in the full year 1957 and 5.4 billion in 
1956, the Electronics Division, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce reports: 


Shipments in 1957 consisted of com- 
munication , transmission, navigation, 
and detection equipment valued at 5.1 
billion francs, principally to markets in 
Europe, Africa, and the Middle East; 
also 199,000 radio receivers valued -at 
2.7 billion francs and 17,000 television 
receivers ‘valued at 1.1 billion francs, 
largely to Algeria and other countries ' 
in the franc area. (Average exchange 
conversion values were 1  franc= 
US$0.002381 in 1958, $0.002725 in 1957, 
and $0.002857 in 1956). 


Imports of electronics equipment into 
France have remained relatively stable 
at 3 billion frances in 1956, 3.7 billion 
francs in 1957, and 2.6 billion francs in 
the first 9 months of 1958. The United 
States has been a leading supplier of 
communication, transmission, naviga- 
tion, and detection equipment. Of the 
total imports of these items in 1957 
valued at 3.1 billion francs, 52 percent 
originated in the United States; other 
important sources were the United 
Kingdom and West Germany. Imports 
in 1957 of 30,000 consumer-type radio 
receivers, valued at 0.55 billion francs, 
were supplied principally by West Ger- 
many—36 percent—and the Netherlands 
~—34 percent—with participation also by 
Belgium, Switzerland, and Sweden. 

Television receiver imports were re- 
stricted to only 131 units valued at 
11,646,000 francs, principally from West 
Germany, Belgium, the United States 
and#the Netherlands. 

Total sales volume of the electronic 
industries in France is reported to be 
expanding substantially from year to 
year. In 1956 total sales for specified 
categories were as follows: Professional 
equipment — communication, transmis- 
sion, navigation, detection, control— 
50.5 billion francs; consumer-type radio 
receivers, 1,560,000 units valued at 26.1 
billion francs; television receivers, 255,- 
000 units valued at 20.4 billion francs. 

An estimated 1 million television: re- 
ceivers were in operation in France at 
the end of 1958. About 11,250,000 radio 
receivers were registered.—U. S. Em- 
bassy, Paris. 





U. S. exports of inedible animals and 
animal products in January. rose to 
$29.4 million from $21.6, million in De- 
cember 1958, due chiefly to higher ex-~ 
ports of mink furs and tallow, the Bu- 
reau of the Census. reports, 
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Distribution Proposed 
For Canadian Munitions 


The Restrictive Trade Practices Com- 
mission of Canada recommends a change 
in distribution for domestically produced 
nonmilitary ammunition or the estab- 
lishment of a plan to permit additional 
Canadian imports, the Consumer Dura- 
ble Goods Division, U. S. Department of 
Commerce reports. 

Two recommendations by the Com- 


mission are intended to widen distribu- 
tion of ammunition by firms currently 
not selling the products of Canadian 
Industries, Ltd., (CIL) sole manufac- 
turer in Canada of nonmilitary ammuni- 
tion. 

First, “the continuance of a protective 
tariff on ammunition should be condi- 
tional upon Canadian Industries, Ltd., 
giving an undertaking that it will aban- 
don the restrictive distribution policy it 
has followed in limiting the number of 
direct accounts,” and that “the company 
will undertake not to restrict the sale 
of ammunition to defined classes of 
distributors.” 

Second, “if Canadian Industries, Ltd., 
refuses to give an undertaking of this 
nature, the Commission recommends 
either that the tariff be reduced so that 
traders refused supplies of ammunition 
by Canadian Industries Ltd. can import 
comparable lines of ammunition on a 
competitive basis with recognized CIL 
distributors or that traders refused sup- 
plies of ammunition by CIL and import- 
ing ammunition be granted a drawback 
of customs duties to an extent which 
will make their landed costs equivalent 
to the delivered price of CIL eoheaenl- 
tion to their competitors.” 


More Outlets Desired 


The Commission believes “that efIL, 
as the sole manufacturer of ammunition 
in Canada and under the protection of a 
customs tariff, has the responsibility of 
seeing that its distribution policy does 
not limit freedom of entry to the distri- 
bution of ammunition in Canada or 
impede the innovation-and the testing 
of new methods or types of outlets for 
the sale of ammunition.” 

CIL has been charged with limiting 
the number of wholesale distributors in 
each marketing area in Canada and con- 
trolling retail outlets in various ways. 
CIL eontends that its distribution policy 
is directed to maximize the sales of CIL 
ammunition and that it is the best judge 
of- how its ammunition should be dis- 
tributed by wholesale and retail outlets. 

Canada imposes a tariff rate of 2214 
percent on nonmilitary ammunition from 
the United States and other most-fa- 
vored-nation countries and 10 percent 
under the British preferential rate. 
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Imperts for 1957 and the first 10 
months of 1958 are summarized in the 
accompanying table. 


Canadian Imports of Nonmilitary 





Ammunition 
{In Canadian dollars] 

1957 _ 1958" | 

United Kingdom ............... 795,078 282,899 
ae Se 244,705 5,642 
United States ...... voveed, 141,016 1,243,650 
West Germany .. 7,405 44,574 
ile alah lst 13,889 1,471 
fin ES 3,202,093 1,578,236 





1 First 10 months only. 


British Reach New High 
In Photographic ‘Imports 





British imports of photographic prod- 
ucts reached a new high in 1958, ac- 
cording to the Motion Picture and Pho- 
tographic Products Division, U. S. 
Department of Commerce. 

Imports of photographic products 
were valued at £8,797,402, compared 
with £5,470,924 for the corresponding 
period of 1957, an increase of 60.8 per- 
cent (1£=US$2.80). 

Imports of photographic and motion- 
picture instruments and appliances, ex- 
cept cameras, were valued at £2,111,666, 
a gain of 25.8 percent. 

Foreign purchases of motion-picture 
cameras increased slightly, but the 
number of “other cameras” imported in- 
creased substantially to 291,836, val- 
ued at £1,346,902, from 209,149, valued 
at £1,006,071. 


Imports of sensitized, unexposed mo- 
tion-picture film in 1958 more than dou- 
bled the 1957 figure but were below the 
1956 total. 

For the first time photographic film 
base was reported separately in 1958, 
amounting to £1,967,021. 


U. S. and British Firms 
Get Pipeline Contract 


Collins Construction Co. of Los An- 
geles, Calif., in association with the 
British firm of Taylor Woodrow Ghana, 
Ltd., has been awarded a contract for 
the supply, welding, and laying of a 
l1-mile-long submarine sewage dis- 
charge pipe at the new port commu- 
nity at Tema, Ghana. 


This contract is valued at about 
$1,250,000. 

Details on how the contract is di- 
vided between the cooperating firms 
are not known, but it is assumed that 
Collins Construction Co. will play the 
principal role in the preparation and 
laying of the pipe. 

Collins was not the low bidder on 
this project but was chosen from the 
technical viewpoint, having installed a 
similar sewage system at Los Angeles 
and having established its reputation 
in Ghana with the laying of a sub- 
marine pipe at Accra for the discharge 
of petroleum products. 





Danish TV Output 
Increases Further 


Danish production of television gets 
in 1958 rose to about 120,000 units 
valued at 150 million crowns, from 8). 
000 units, valued at 100 million crown; 
in 1957, according to the Electronic 
U, S. Department of Com. 


Division, 
merce. 


Output was more than sufficient ty 
meet Danish demand, and Denmark ha; 
become a net exporter of television 
sets, principally to Sweden. Exports to. 
taled 4,204,000 crowns in the first 1] 
months of 1958, as compared with 959. 


000 crowns 


crown =US$0.145). Imports of television 
receivers totaled only 178 units, valued 
at 168,000 crowns in January-November 
1958, and are not expected to increase 
significantly, 

Television price reductions of 10 per. 
cent or more have been advertised in the 
Danish retail trade. Reasons advanced 
for the decline include the desire of the 


retailers to 


models; also the appearance in the tele. 
vision trade of Samkob, a retail outlet 
operated by the labor unions, which has 
been able to retail a 21-inch set at 
about 2,100 crowns, whereas comparable 
sets have normally sold at prices rang. 
ing from 2,300 to 2,800 crowns. 

The number of registered television 
sets in Denmark totaled 213,987 on Jan- 
uary 1, 1959, compared with 84,862 on 
Aprii 1, 1957.—U, S. Embassy, Copen. 
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U. S. GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





—_—_—_—_ 


U. S.. Brazil Conclude Negotiations 
Under GATT for Revised Schedule 


The United States on February 10, concluded a tariff renegotiation 
with Brazil which was part of a general renegotiation to establish a new 
schedule of Brazilian tariff concessions under the General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade (GATT), according to the Department of State. 

The negotiations were conducted pursuant to the terms of a waiver 
granted by the Contracting Parties to the General Agreement which 
permitted Brazil to place a new tariff into effect immediately upon its 
enactment on August 14, 1957, subject to an undertaking to begin ne- 

-gotiations for a new schedule of tariff concessions under GATT as 
promptly as possible. Negotiations between Brazil and the United States 
opened in Geneva early in 1958 and were concluded on February 10, 
1959, with the signature by representatives of the two Governments of 
documents embodying the results of the renegotiations. 


Brazil Accords Some Concessions 


The concessions accorded by Brazil to 
the United States in the negotiation 
covered products accounting for about 
$129 million of Brazil's imports from 
the United States in terms of 1956 
trade statistics. This represents about 
$5 percent of Brazil’s total merchandise 
imports from the United States in that 
year. Direct concessions to the United 
States under Brazil's former GATT 
schedule had a trade value in 1956 of 
about $107 million. 

Commodities accounting for some- 
what more than half ($57:5 million) of 
the former concessions were included 
in the new negotiations, of which 80 
percent involve rates of duty at or be- 
low the ad valorem equivalent, at the 
time it was negotiated, of the specific 
duty previously applicable to the prod- 
uct concerned. The major trade items 
in this group include aircraft, aircraft 
engines and structural parts, tractors, 
heavy construction and agricultural ma- 
chinery, and tetraethyl-lead. 

The remaining 20 percent of the con- 
cessions in this category involve higher 
rates than applied formerly. Significant 
items in this group are fresh and dried 
fruits, cinematographic film, . special 
purpose vehicles (fire engines, etc.), and 
certain electrical and other equipment, 
such as adding and calculating machines 
and air and gas compressors. . 

Brazil did not grant concessions in 
the negotiations on products which ac- 
counted for the remaining $51 million 
formerly covered by concessions ne- 
gotiated with the United States. These 
include various products of industries 
Which Brazil is developing. or hopes to 
develop in the near future, such as the 
automobile, truck, electrical equipment, 
light machinery, and’ chemical indus- 


Other concessions negotiated with the 
United States included products in 
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Brazil's former GATT schedule which 
had been negotiated with other Con- 
tracting Parties and of which the United 
States had become an important sup- 
plier. These concessions cover products 
imported from the United States in 1956 
with a trade value of $61 million and 
include wheat, unmixed fertilizers, in- 
secticides and fungicides, certain chemi- 
cals, newsprint, diesel locomotives, and 
breeding cattle. In addition Brazil ne- 
gotiated with the United States con- 
cessions on products not previously cov- 
ered by Brazil’s GATT schedule, imports 
of which were valued at approximately 
$11 million in 1956. These included a 
number of products in which there is 
little trade at present but which have 
a potential for growth. 


U. S. Retains Existing Concessions 


The United States on its part granted 
no new concessions to Brazil, but re- 
tained in force the existing concessions 
on coffee, cocoa beans and cocoa butter, 
Brazil nuts, castor oil, natural menthol, 
unmanufactured mica valued at above 
$0.15 a pound, carnauba wax, and tapi- 
oca flour, and cassava. ‘Concessions pre- 
viously granted to Brazil, classified un- 
der 12 tariff items, were. withdrawn by 
the United States. These include copai- 
ba balsam, cafféine citrate, caffeine com- 
pounds, mate cottonseed oil, thorium 
nitrate and other thorium salts, unman- 
ufactured mica valued at not above 15 
cents a pound, plywood of Parana pine, 
ipecac not advanced in value, babassu 
nuts and kernels, tucum kernels, ba- 
bassu nut oil, oiticica oil and ouricuri 
wax, 

In addition Brazil's rights of negotia- 
tion will be terminated with respect to 
a number of other U. S. GATT conces- 
sions. These include principally caffeine, 
theobromine, glue of animal origin val- 
ued at less than $0.40 a pound, certain 
peppermint oils, cerium salts, certain 


articles of rock crystal, manganese ores 
and concentrates, certain hardwood lum- 
ber, dried or evaporated bananas, castor 


~ beans, artificial flowers made chiefly of 


feathers, certain precious and semi- 
precious stones, pigskin and reptile or 
sharkskin leather, certain textile grasses, 
pyrethrum flowers, Brazilian pebble, 
undressed ocelot furs, certain natural 
gums and resins, gutta balata, beryllium 
ore, tantalum ore, titanium ore, zirco- 
nium ores or concentrates, ouricuri ker- ~ 
nels and muru mura kernels, lignaloe 
or bois de rose, nonspecified nut oils, 
raw skins and hides not otherwise pro- 
vided for, crude beeswax and various 
hardwood logs, timber and lumber. 

The results of the renegotiations will 
enter into force when approved by the 
Brazilian Congress. 

A more detailed analysis of the ne- 
notiations, including the complete list 
of the new concessions negotiated by 
Brazil with the United States and a 
listing of the U. S. concessions involved 
in the renegotiation has been issued 
as Publication 6775 (Commercial Policy 
Series 170) of the Department of State. 
A limited number of copies of the an- 
alysis are available from the Field Of- 
fices of the Department of Commerce or 
from the American Republics Division, 
Bureau of Foreign. Commerce. Copies 
are also available for purchase at a cost 
of 20 cents each from the Superinten- 
dent of Documents, Government Print- 
ing Office, Washington 25, D, C. 





New York Forwarders Lose . 
U. S. Export Privileges 


Action has been taken against the 
Mar Shipping Corp. and the Hope In- 
ternational Co., Inc., both of New York 
City, for similar but unrelated export 
control violations, the Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce has announced. 


In separate denial orders, effective 
April 6, 1959, each of the forwarding 
firms is barred from all U. S. export 
privileges for a week and placed on 
probation for 4 months, for falsifying 
shipper’s export declarations to accom- 
modate their customers, Both firms ad- 
mitted the charges and consented to 
the respective denial orders. 

BFC said the Hope and Mar firms, in 
attempts to assist foreign customers to 
export commercial equipment to Brazil 
under General License Baggage, de- 
scribed the goods as “personal effects 
(unaccompanied baggage)” on shipper’s 
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Investigation Started 
On Cotton Imports 


A supplemental investigation was in- 
stituted by the U. S. Tariff Commission 
on March 25, 1959, under section 22(d) 
of the Agricultural Adjustment Act, as 
amended, 


The investigation is to determine 
whether changed circumstances require 
the modification of the annual quota 
established pursuant to section 22 on 
imports of cotton having a staple of 
1% inches or more in length, 


A public hearing is scheduled in con- 
nection with this supplemental investi- 
gation in the Hearing Room of the 
Tariff Commission, 8th and E Streets 
NW., Washington, D, C., beginning at 
10 a.m. on April 28. 

Annual absolute quotas on imports of 
cotton having a staple of 1% inches or 
more in length were originally made 
effective on September 20, 1939, by 
Presidential proclamation of September 
5, 1939. The quota now is 45,656,420 
pounds for each 12-month period be- 
ginning August 1 and is subdivided into 
two separate quotas for cotton having 
a staple of 1% inches or more in length 
(39,590,778 pounds) and ‘cotton having 
a staple of 1% inches or more but less 
than 1% inches in length (6,065,642 
pounds). 





Austrian Firm Denied 
U.S. Export Privileges 


Dr. Alfred Back Kommerzgesellschaft 
m.b.H. and Express Internationale Spe- 
dition G.m.b.H., both of Vienna, Aus- 
tria, have been denied all U. S. export 
privileges indefinitely for refusal to 
answer BFC’s questions concerning dis- 
posal of U. S.-origin steel sheets, the 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, has announced. 

BFC found that 40 tons of tin mill 
black plate, valued at $6,000, had been 
exported from the United States in 1958 
under general license GRO on an order 
by Dr. Alfred Back Kommerzgesellschaft 
which instructed that the goods be 
shipped to Gdynia, Poland. When sub- 
sequent investigation revealed that the 
steel apparently had not reached Po- 
land, BFC queried the Back firm and 


its forwarding agent, Express Interna- 
tionale Spedition, concerning the true 
destination of the goods and their roles 
in the transaction. Both firms have 
ignored and failed to answer BFC’s 
questions. 

The named parties’ export privileges 
will be withheld until they either an- 
swer thé Bureau’s inquiries or give a 
satisfactory reason for not doing so. 

The denial order, effective March 12, 
prohibits the named firms, and any 
other person or firm with whom they 
may be associated, from ordering, re- 
ceiving, disposing, or otherwise partici- 
pating in U. S. exports, either directly 
or indirectly. The order further states 
that no export or related service involv- 
ing U. S. goods may be performed for 
them by any firm or person. 


United States Signs Loan 
Agreement With Mexico 


A loan agreement between the Ex- 
port-Import Bank of Washington and 
Nacional Financiera, S.A., an agency of 
the Mexican Government, extending a 
credit of $100 million to assist in main- 
taining essential imports of capital goods 
from the United States, has been signed, 
Eximbank has anrounced. 

The credit was authorized March 5 
at 5% percent and is repayable over 7 
years, including a 3-year grace period 
as to payment of principal. The loan is 
guaranteed by the Mexican Government. 

This brings total credit authorizations 
by Eximbank in both private and public 
sectors in Mexico over the past 25 years 
to approximately $570 million. A total 
of $373.5 million so far has been dis- 
bursed on these credits and $185.7 mil- 
lion has been repaid as due. 


New York... 
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export declarations. The misrepresen- 
tations were discovered by Customs, who 
seized and later released the goods on 
payment of forfeiture penalties. BFC 
officials commented that the practice 
among exporters and forwarders of mis- 
describing commercial shipments as bag- 
gage on U. S. export declarations and 
bills of lading to assist foreign custom- 
ers in circumventing their countries’ 
import and exchange restrictions ap- 
pears to be widespread. 








Hearings Set on 
Mink Skin Imports 


An -investigation was instituted on 
March 25, under the authority of section 
7 of the Trade Agreements Extension 
Act of 1951, as amended, by the U, §, 
Tariff Commission, 

The investigation, instituted upon ap- 
plication of the National Board of Fur 
Farm Organizations, Inc., Milwaukee, 
Wisc., is to determine whether dressed 
mink skins provided for in paragraph 
1519 (a) of the Tariff Act of 1930 and 
undressed mink skins provided for in 
paragraph 1681 of the Act are, as a 
result in whole or in part of the duty or 
other customs treatment reflecting con- 
cessions granted thereon. under the 
General Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade, being imported into the United 
States in such increased quantities, 
either actual or relative, as to cause or 
threaten serious injury to the domestic 
industry or industries producing like or 
directly competitive products. 

A public hearing in this investigation 
will be held beginning at 10 a.m. on 
June 23, in the Hearing Room, Tariff 


Commission Building, 8th and E Streets, 
NW., Washington, D, C, 





Foreign Commerce Weekly 
Subscription Form 


Please enter my subscription for 
Foreign Commerce Weekly at $5 a 
year .($3.25 additional for foreign 
mailing). 


DR ee i — 
Address.............. bd iad aa 
2 Sete | Weer State... 


Mail to the nearest U. S. Department of 
Commerce Field Office, or to the Superin- 
tendent of Documents, U. S. Government 
Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. En- 
close check or money order payable to the 
Superintendent of Documents. 
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